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APRIL 2022                                    No. 487 
 

‘Any excuse for a party’, they say, and Shelley is planning a big one on Saturday 4th June 
to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.  Queen Elizabeth has been on the throne for 70 years. 
That is quite an achievement.  Our ‘Picnic in the Park’ – actually the Rec.- is our way of 
sharing in the national celebrations. Further details are to be found later in the magazine.  
It is a lovely way for all of us to have fun together. 

On a more serious note, however, COVID is still with us, and is still causing deaths.  With 
little or no scientific support, all restrictions regarding mask wearing, isolation and testing 
have been removed. Rates of infection are rising, especially for the elderly. Regarding 
everything as ‘back to normal’ is a very risky route to take. Wearing a mask in crowded 
busy places protects everyone and if you have COVID symptoms, stay at home. And 
words fail me when I remember that we now have to pay to find out if we have COVID or 
not! 

Material for the May issue should be submitted by 15th April to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
 

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 
Advert changes for July 2022 MUST be notified by June 1st 2022 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
 
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for 
publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 

 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  starbatt2@gmail.com 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:tarbatt@btinternet.com


 
April 2022                    Remember:  Remain COVID aware  

     
 

https://shelleyvillage.org  4  please support our advertisers 
 

 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 
Shelley Community Association 

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 14th March 2022 
8 Members attending, 13 Apologies received. Ann Priestman in Chair 

 
Chair’s Report: 
 
The Opening of the new Play Area and Boules Court has been set for Thursday 21st April 
at 10 am – all very welcome. Light refreshments provided. 
The Sports Board next to the Boules Court has been erected. Many thanks to Signs 
Express who have a Shelley connection. All sports posters to be given to David or Carol 
Rowatt for display, contact via www.shelleyvillage.org 
Boules taster sessions are being run on Wednesday afternoons in March from 2pm – just 
turn up to find out how to play boules. 
 
Platinum Jubilee – a small committee are organising the Platinum Picnic in the Park on Sat 
4th June. This will be a free event on the Rec where all the village is welcome to bring their 
own tables, chairs, food and drink to celebrate together this historic milestone! We are 
hoping some of you may come in fancy dress. 
We have been awarded a grant of £300 from KPC. Shepley Band are to play in the 
afternoon and some large games will be left for you to enjoy, including sets of Boules. It’s 
your space to enjoy! 
David and Carol Rowatt have kindly offered to attend a First Aid course paid for by the 
SCA so that qualified First Aiders are in attendance. 
We would love you to dress your homes and businesses in red, white and blue for the 
weekend. 
If you wish to hold your own street party over the weekend Kirklees need to know about 
road closures before the 22nd April 
If you have ideas for the Picnic in the Park that you wish to share please contact the 
Rowatts via www.shelleyvillage.org 
 
Visit of MP Mark Eastwood on Thursday 24th March at 8pm in Shelley Village Hall – we 
are now in the main hall so everyone is welcome! Mark is going to talk about his life as an 
MP, how he came to be an MP and give some glimpse into the workings of Parliament, He 
will take questions at the end. Stephen Allen is kindly Chairing this special meeting. 
 
Ask Shelley – Cllr John Taylor emailed that he is working with Julie McDowell about 
utilising some monies to action the Ask Shelley and Ask Shepley plans. The main spend 
proposed is a safe circular walking/cycling route which will lead from the station, down 
Stretch Gate, across Penistone Road, up by the Abattoir out onto Near Bank and then to 
Dark Lane to The Knowle and back across the main road to the station. A safe cycling/ 
walking route was top of many people’s wish list in Shelley so this is welcomed by SCA. If 
you have any comments please email me ann.priestman@outlook.com or call 604486. 
John is also looking at paying for another Speed Indicator Device and perhaps, monies 
allowing, pavement repairs. 
 
Covid Testing will close to the general public from the 30th March 
 
Denby Dale Centre – Paul Jones of the DDC met with Ann, Carol and David to outline 
services offered to the community by the Denby Dale Centre – article elsewhere in 
Magazine. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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We learnt that Andrew and Vega Gibson are leaving Shelley and we wished to express our 
thanks to them for all the litter-picking they have done in this area on a voluntary basis 
over many years and to wish them well in their new home. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Under Annual Report 
Village Hall Report: Under Annual Report 
 
Environment Report from SCEG: Working with Louis Stokes and Cllr Bill Armer David was 
pleased to report that stiles along the Welly Walk near the 3 Acres have been repaired by 
the landowners. The stiles on Box Ings are awaiting a response from landowners following 
notification from Kirklees. Many thanks to the landowners who have repaired the stiles. 
 
Social and Community Events: Upcoming events: 
Shelley Gala Sun 10th July 
Car Boot Sale for The Cabin on 2nd April at Shelley Cricket Club 
Pierrot Players production from 20th-23rd April in SVH – tickets can now be booked on-
line 
French Sunday Lunch – tickets priced at £29 pp available from Malcolm 
Ian Stevenson again offering pre-booked rides in his 1986 Morgan ‘Millie’ for donations in 
aid of Dementia UK – to book call 07768571919 or email ianstevenson2019@gmail.com 
 
AOB: SCA asked to sponsor a Cricket Ball for the coming season at Shelley Cricket Club. 
Meeting agreed cost of £30. 
 
Next meeting on Monday 11th April at 7.30 in the Mercer Room, Shelley Village Hall – all 
most welcome. 
 
Before the Monthly Meeting the SCA Annual Review was held. 
Reports received from Chair Ann Priestman, Chair of Village Hall Committee John Hoyle, 
Chair of SCA Roy Cull and Chair of SCEG David Rowatt. Accounts of Monthly Meeting 
accepted. 
Ann and Malcolm were re-elected Chair and Vice Chair of the Monthly Meeting with Carol 
and David elected as Publicity Officers replacing Lorna MacDonald who we thank most 
sincerely for her work in this area over many years. 
The following were appointed Community Members with full voting rights: David Rowatt, 
Carol Rowatt, Damian Stansfield, Sue Stansfield, Sarah Hleuchan and Ian Stevenson. 
 
 

MP Mark Eastwood 

 

Is coming to talk about his life as an MP and to answer your questions 

Shelley Village Hall 

Thursday 28th April at 8pm 

All welcome! 

Light refreshments available 

Arranged by SCA 

Re-scheduled from March meeting 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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We would love it if anyone with any entertaining skills, such as juggling, music, 
children’s’ entertainers etc that would like to volunteer their services to make the 
day even more fun, then please email us at shelleyvillagewebsite@gmail.com” 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:shelleyvillagewebsite@gmail.com
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MAGAZINE NEWS  
 

This months front cover is of Healey Farm from Box Ings  
by Richard Walker, member of Shelley Art Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

LETTERS 
 
 
 
 
 
KEEP SHELLEY TIDY     
 
The national ‘Keep Britain Tidy - Spring Clean’ 
campaign will run from the 25th of March this year 
to the 10th of April and we’d like to get as many 
people from Shelley involved as we can to give the 
village a good tidy up ahead of the Summer and the 
Queens Platinum Jubilee. 
 
Shelley Conservation and Environment Group holds a stock of litter picking sticks, black 
bags, high viz vests and gloves that can be used by anyone in the village (at any time) for 
litter picking and there’s two ways you can get involved. 
 
Firstly we are planning on holding two community litter picks on Sunday the 3rd and the 
10th of April that everyone is invited to (details will be posted nearer the time on the 
Shelley Village website), however we are looking for suggestions about areas that need 
tidying up. So if you know of somewhere in the village that needs tidying please put your 
suggestions on shelleyvillagewebsite@gmail.com or call/message Damian Stansfield on 
07920840045 
  
If you can’t join us on the 3rd and 10th you can always do your own litter pick at a time that 
suits you best and you can borrow the equipment, if you want do this just contact Damian, 
but remember that while we are focussing on the spring campaign you can do this at any 
time of year.  
 
If we all do our bit it will make a big difference to our environment.  

 

 
Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:helleyvillagewebsite@gmail.com
mailto:steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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IAN’S CLASSIC CAR EXPERIENCE 
 
During this Spring and Summer I am offering 1hour pre-booked rides in my Morgan sports 
car for donations to Dementia UK via my “JustGiving” page (see below).  I do not ask for a 
fixed donation value but leave it to the passenger to decide the value of the experience|!! 

 
 
 
 
This is Millie my 1986 4/4 2 
seater sports car.  Millie 
and I are raising funds for 
Dementia UK by offering 
pre-bookedrides and 
photos.  This will be an 
opportunity for young and 
old to have a great 
experience in a classic 
British sports car. 
 
 
 
 

 
My JustGiving page link is www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ian-Stevenson21. 
 
Bookings can me made by email ianstevenson2019@gmail.com or on my mobile 
07768571919. 
 
 
Many thanks 
Ian and Milllie 
 
 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ian-Stevenson21
mailto:ianstevenson2019@gmail.com
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M.P. LETTER MARK EASTWOOD 

 
I do enjoy taking all opportunities I can to get away 
from Westminster and get out into the community 
and meet the people who of course I represent so I 
was glad to be invited to the Friendship Café in 
Shelley Village Hall recntly and chat to everyone and 
learn more about the valuable work that the 
Friendship Café group does.  
 
As I say I do enjoy getting out and listening to local 
residents and would also like to thank Shelley Village 
Association for arranging for me to hold a Q &A 
session in the village on 24th March 2022. I am 
conscious that this will have already happened by 

the time you read this report but do hope a number of you will have been able to attend. I recently 
held one in Shepley and that was well attended with a range of both local and national issues 
covered. The one which seemed the most pressing was regarding Speeding in the village and I 
suspect that this will be also an issue here in Shelley and certainly from my recent conversations 
and discussions with your ward councillors that does seem to be the case. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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In relation to speeding I was fortunate that the week after the Shepley event I’d been successful in 
a ballot to ask a question of the Prime Minister at PMQs. I used the opportunity to ask Boris about 
speeding in Shepley and the wider Kirkburton area and call for a review of the 2007 Department of 
Transport Circular which is the document that sets out the criteria that has to be met for a speed 
camera can be installed in a location and is very restrictive.  
 
March has also seen me host my inaugural Older Person’s Fair in Denby Dale Pie Hall. I  arranged 
for letters to be sent to many local residents and my team made sure that this was advertised via 
the press and social media.  I will be honest and was unsure how successful this would be but the 
numbers of people attending was fantastic and I am so glad that people were able to find out about 
both activities locally like Men’s Sheds or the Collectors Club but also about the variety of support 
that is available to people from a wide range of organisations like Parkinsons Uk, the Denby Dale 
Centre, the police, Kirklees Community Plus and the home Library Service and Citizens Advice. 

 
It was great to get to talk to so many people and would also 
like to add my thanks to all the volunteers who gave up their 
time to host stalls and offer the advice and help to the 
people who attended. I know both my team and I also 
picked up some casework, issues that people needed help 
with from concerns around Housing, about benefits, 
speeding traffic and parking issues and access to local 
transport.  Again, it was a great opportunity for me to listen 
to people and find out what they thought about issues 
locally. 
 

As you know I am keen to see our local businesses grow and am also campaigning for 
improvements to the Penistone Line locally so it was a great opportunity on 25 th February to 
welcome the Minister of State for Transport to the constituency to look at both issues, our plans for 
train improvements locally and to showcase a good local employer. I took Andrew Stephenson MP 
to a local business, AUS Ltd in Clayton West that manufactures and supplies specialist equipment 
to the rail and electrical supplies industries and so is a perfect business to supply parts for the 
planned upgrades to the Trans-Pennine Line. I think he was impressed by what he saw and their 
range of skills and also their excellent apprenticeship scheme. 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

 
Hello to all in Shelley 

Time flies. This is the April edition of the Magazine, which to all local politicians means just one 

thing – the Kirklees elections are almost upon us with Polling day on Thursday May 5th. Don’t 

panic! I always do my best to steer clear of Party politics in the Magazine, and apart from 

mentioning that I am standing for re-election this year and would really love to be able to continue 

representing you, I will avoid policies and the like. To be honest, I’m more into public service than 

political ideology anyway. 

 

That being said, there is a particular ideology that I very strongly believe in – Democracy. 

Democracy is not just about a right to vote. It goes much further, and ultimately represents a right 

to freedom or to hold views which may not be mainstream. It is a right to have opinions, and to 

voice them. It is a right to live your own life so long as you do not hurt others in the process. It is a 

right to follow a religion of your choice, or indeed not to follow any religion. The most potent symbol 

of Democracy, though, is the right to vote freely in free elections. 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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There was a time in this country, not too long ago, when men who lived in rented houses or in their 

parents’ homes were seen as being too poor and insubstantial to have any opinions which 

mattered. As for women, well they really shouldn’t bother their poor little heads about important 

things. Best left to (property owning) men to sort out. If, like me, you think there is something 

askew with that sort of thinking, then you really should be exercising your right to vote. The best 

way to stand up to patronising twaddle like that is to vote. 

 

Who to vote for? Well, that really is a matter for you. Some people vote for a Party, some for an 

individual, and either approach is perfectly valid. Certainly I wouldn’t presume to tell you who to 

vote for. The furthest I will go is to suggest that local elections are about local, not national, issues. 

Who you vote for is purely between yourself and the ballot box. 

 

Democracy is not a given, as that Mr Putin is currently demonstrating to the Ukrainian people (and 

indeed to his own people who have the courage to say publicly that they do not agree with his 

actions). Democracy is a sometimes delicate flower which needs nurturing and protecting. The 

best way to do this, to grow a strong democracy, is to exercise it. 

 

Talking of exercise, I must again offer praise to the Shelley Conservation and Environment Group. 

I have been liaising with the Group and, at their request, got Kirklees to do some work on the 

footpath from Hawthorne Way to Box Ings. Kirklees, for whatever reason, did only part of the job. 

SCEG have now finished it, and they are a credit to the village. Realistically, I think this is likely to 

be the way in future, with Kirklees doing some of the work and local volunteers doing the rest. Not 

perhaps ideal, but the village certainly benefits from SCEG’s hard work. 

 

I have now had Highways confirm that Westerley Way and Lane are scheduled for extensive 

resurfacing work in the coming financial year. Many of you will know that these two roads are 

constantly developing potholes, and I have been pushing Highways to do a proper resurfacing job 

for three or four years. They have now agreed. This is in addition to the already agreed resurfacing 

work on Cleveland Way which should also be starting soon. 

 

Remaining on the roads, I don’t know what Kirklees use to mark out zebra crossings these days, 

but sometimes wonder if it is B&Q value white emulsion. Whatever they use, it seems to have a 

rather short life! I have requested that the crossing on Penistone Road below Far Bank is repainted 

as a matter of some urgency. 

 

With my best wishes to you all, 

Bill  (Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, tel 01484  314314 email bill@gmx.ca) 

 

Council to launch major new 
recycling collection 
 
Here’s some good news for us all. 
 
We can now reduce more of our 
household plastic waste thanks to 
Kirklees Council having started collecting 
plastic pots, tubs, and trays in our green 
bins.   
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:bill@gmx.ca
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Now we can put our yoghurt pots, margarine tubs and food trays as well as many other 
plastic items in the green bins with your paper, tins, and plastic bottles.  
 
All our plastic pots, tubs, and trays that are collected will be recycled responsibly where 
possible. When they are recycled, the materials are granulated into plastic chips, and then 
turned into new products like garden chairs, benches and plant pots. 
 
Please do though wash them before putting them in the bin as food waste contamination in 
green bins can lead to whole loads of recycling being incinerated instead of being put to 
good use again.  
 

By now you should have received an information 
leaflet about the new pots, tubs, and trays collection 
either with your council tax bill or by email. If you 
check your green bin, there should also be a handy 
sticker on it that tells you exactly what you should be 
putting in your green bin. Apparently, it is quite 
startling what some people put in their recycling, so 
this new information should be really helpful for 
those who are unsure.     
 

This move is just a small part of Kirklees Council’s ambitious plans for waste management 
in the district. Last year it approved a Resource and Waste Strategy that sets out a plan to 
covers the next eight years. This includes bringing in changes to your waste management 
services such as this one, opening a Reuse shop in the centre of Huddersfield, and 
extending opening hours at our Household Waste Recycling Sites in the summer months.  
 
Let’s hope that everyone can pull together on this one and reduce as much waste as 
possible.  
 

Cllr John Taylor 
 
 
The Chancellor recently announced measures to help lots of households with rising energy 
costs. Amongst the measures announced was a one-off payment of up to £150 for eligible 
households, which will be delivered via Kirklees. 

To be eligible for the £150 you need to meet certain criteria. The person who pays the 
council tax on their sole or main residence will receive the rebate, where the property is in 
council tax bands A to D, and is a chargeable dwelling unless exempt.   

If you pay your council tax by direct debit, you will automatically receive the £150 soon 
after Friday 1 April 2022, direct to your bank account.  However, if you don’t pay their 
council tax by direct debit, you will need to apply for the rebate. 

Kirklees will use council tax billing information to identify households which will be eligible.  
You will then either automatically receive the rebate (if they pay council tax by direct debit) 
or be invited to apply. 

As I write this update the application process is still being finalised but will open in early 
April 2022.  Applications will be processed as quickly as possible, but just as with the 
Covid grants over the last couple of years it will take time to work through all the 
applications, so some delay is likely. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Kirklees has also received a discretionary fund from the Government for households in 
need who would otherwise not be eligible.  This includes houses in council tax bands E to 
H, and any other households excluded from the main scheme. 

If anyone is unsure, they can find more information on the below link and would also urge 
people who need help to either contact me or call at the Library who will be happy to help 
as will Enrique from Community Plus who can also be contacted via the Library. 

https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/council-tax/council-tax-energy-rebate.aspx 
 

Cllr John Taylor 
 

 
CHURCH PAGES 

 
SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 

As we approach the Easter season we invite everyone to join us in our weekly worship at 
10.30am. 

Services for Easter 

3rd April to be arranged 
10th April Palm Sunday – R Oldroyd 
17th April Easter Day – Rev t Francis at 9.30am 
24th April  Rev T Francis 
Please note that the service on Easter Day will be at the earlier time of 9.30am. 

Lenten Walks 

During Lent our Circuit Superintendent Rev Peter Catford is planning a series of walks 
taking in all the Chapels in the Circuit.  His walk on April 11th will take him from Shelley at 
11am to Shepley and Wooldale returning to Shelley at approx. 4pm.  Why not join him for 
part or all of the walk.  Other walks available- see itinerary in the Church Hall.  Short stops 
on the way to rest and have time for private prayer and reflection. 

 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 

  Services and Events during April 2022 

Regular Services: 

• Sundays 10.00am Holy Communion Service 

• Wednesday 2.00pm  A short service of Holy Communion   
    followed by refreshments and a chat 

 If you need a lift to this service please ring Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

Holy Week 

• Monday 11th, Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th April from 6.00 to 
6.30pm                A short service of quiet contemplation  

• Maundy Thursday 14th April Service 6.00pm 

• Good Friday 15th April A service of quiet contemplation from 1.00 -2.00 
pm - attend the whole of the service or "pop in" for any length of time 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/council-tax/council-tax-energy-rebate.aspx
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• Easter Sunday 17th April Come and join us for an uplifting service for all 
the family - including refreshments and an Easter Egg Hunt for children after 
the service 

 A special Event for your diary Saturday 28th May 2022 from 1.15pm 

• Singing and Cake!  Natasha Harper will be singing some  national 
old time favourites  (more details to follow) 

 Church Contacts 

 Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033 

 Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755   

 

Help Ukraine 

 

The Award Winning Ukulele Band invite you to a charity 
performance, where all proceeds will go directly  to help the 
people of Ukraine  

• Emmanuel Church 

• Monday April 4th 7.00 - 8.00pm 

•  £5.00 minimum donation to pay at the door please 

Parking at the garden centre with grateful thanks to Dobbies  

 

DENBY DALE CENTRE CAN HELP YOU! 

Paul Jones from the Denby Dale Centre met with a few of us to explain the help that his 
Centre can offer to people in Shelley. 

The Centre is a Community Anchor which means they have access to a pot of NHS money 
to help improve the health of our community by supporting groups and activities, as there 
is proof that a good social life has a bigger impact on your health than was realised. There 
are 2 Social Prescribers for this area working out of 7 GP surgeries. The DDC supports 
community groups so that GPs can prescribe these groups to their patients. 

The Centre also has small hardship grants to distribute and runs The Pantry which stocks 
low-cost groceries, a nappy library and has the free services of a Financial Adviser to help 
people budget. The DDC runs a volunteer car service to help people get to hospital and 
GP appointments. They can provide a mini-bus and driver or just minibus on a paid 
contract for clubs. They also run First Aid courses and Food Safety courses. 

For further information and support call them on 01484 860077 or access the website 
www.ddc.org.uk 

In September the Centre is holding a Volunteers Fair in Shelley Village Hall where local 
groups can register in advance to run a stall to link with volunteers and to introduce 
themselves. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/


 
April 2022                    Remember:  Remain COVID aware  

     
 

https://shelleyvillage.org  16  please support our advertisers 
 

CLUBS AND GROUPS 
 
SHELLEY OVER 60S  
 
Activities 
All our activities have recommenced and members old and new are welcome to join us. 
Details of what, where, when and who to contact are detailed overleaf. 
 
New for 2022 - Monday Afternoon Mahjong 
We have purchased two sets of Chinese Mahjong and are going to organise games every 
Monday afternoon at the Methodist Hall from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. If you are interested in 
playing or learning more about the game contact Jen on 01484 607093 for more details. 
 
Pétanque  
The village now has a brand new pétanque (also known as French boules) court, situated 
at the top of Shelley Recreational Ground. The Club has several sets of boules, so we 
hope to make this a new regular activity during the summer months if sufficient people are 
interested in this skilful game. For more information, contact Kevin on 01484 607619. 
 
Would you be a volunteer driver or assistant? 
On Thursdays we hire one of the Denby Dale Community minibuses to transport members 
to and from the Village Hall. If you could help as an assistant, or even drive one of these 
buses and would like to volunteer, then contact Jeff Beevers on 07480803986 to discuss 
this further. 
 
Coffee Day - Tuesday April 12th 2022 
Our first coffee day of the year will be held on Tuesday, April 12th at the Village Hall. The 
Hall will be open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm and there will be various stalls including books, 
cakes, raffle, a tombola, a handbag stall and a chocolate tombola. We are looking for 
donations from members towards our stalls. If you can bake a cake or donate something 
for the raffle, tombola, chocolate tombola or book stall then contact Olwyn on 01484 
301232. Tickets for the Coffee Day are £2 each which includes tea/coffee and biscuits and 
enters you for a prize draw. We hope as many villagers as possible will attend or buy a 
ticket. 
 
Over60s Minibus Draw 
The January mini-bus draw winning number was 387 and the February winning draw 
number was 417. The April draw will take place on April 28th. Winning numbers can be 
accessed at www.shelleyover60s.org.uk/minibus-draw  

 
A Guide to our regular activities 
 

Monday afternoon Ukulele Sessions   
We hold Ukulele Classes every Monday afternoon from 1.30pm to 3.00pm. For more 
information contact Dominic on 07884210861. 
 

Monday afternoon Carpet Bowls 
Meet at the Methodist Hall from 2pm to 4pm for indoor Carpet Bowls. Call Carole on 01484 
603648. 
 

Monday afternoon Mahjong 
Meet at the Methodist Hall from 2pm to 4pm for Chinese Mahjong. Contact Jen on 01484 
607093. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Monday Night Line Dance Sessions  
Meet at the Methodist Hall alternate Monday evenings from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Contact 
Janet on 605494. . 
 

Tuesday Knit & Natter 
Every Tuesday we have a Knit and Natter group. For more details contact Carol on 01484 
606870. 
 

Wednesday Health Walks 
Every Wednesday morning at 10am we meet at the Methodist Hall for a walk . Each walk 
lasts about an hour but taken at a leisurely pace before returning to the Hall for tea/coffee 
& biscuits. Contact Kath on  607251. 
 

Wednesday Carpet Bowls 
Meet at the Methodist Hall from 10am to 12pm. Contact Sheila on 01484 605546 for more 
information. 
 

Wednesday Bridge 
Every Wednesday morning from 10.00am meet at the Methodist Hall for Bridge. Contact 
Walter on 602368.   
 

Thursday Meeting at the Village Hall 
We meet every Thursday at the Village Hall from 2.00pm to 4.00pm. This meeting is still 
the mainstay of the Club where we organise games including Whist, Scrabble, Rummikub 
and Dominoes. This is followed by tea and biscuits, a game of bingo and a raffle. Contact 
Olwyn on 01484 301232 for more information. 
 

Thursday Afternoon Walks 
Meet at the Village Hall for 2.00pm for a two hour walk. Contact Kevin on 01484 607619. 
 

Friday Qigong Yoga 
Every Friday morning from 11.00am at the Methodist Hall. Contact Bev on  01484 606077. 
 

Friday Ladies Singing 
Our Ladies singing group meet on alternate Fridays at the Methodist Hall from 9.45am. All 
are welcome to sing songs old and new. For more information contact Sheila on  01484 
605546. 
 

Friday Art Class 
On alternate Fridays we meet at the Methodist Hall 10am to 12pm for Art Classes led by 
Dorothy Burkinshaw. For more information contact Dorothy on 01484 603966. 
 

Friday French Talk 
Join us on alternate Fridays at the Methodist Hall from 10am for an hour of conversational 
French. For more information contact Bev on  01484 606077.  
 

Friday Men’s Singing Group 
Led by John Rotchell our Men’s Singers meet on alternate Fridays at the Methodist Hall 
from 2.00pm. For more information contact John on 01484 605205. 
 

Friday Walking Football 
Meet every Friday from 2.00pm for Walking Football. During the winter months we will be 
meeting alternate weeks at the Village Hall or outside on the recreation ground. Contact 
Ian on 01484 603966.  
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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SHEPLEY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
 
Our members are an intrepid lot who are not easily put off by storms or power cuts, such 
as we had in February. Fortunately, we were playing “handbag bingo” that night, so many 
members had slipped a torch into their bags in the off-chance that it would be chosen, so 
we were covered until the lights came back on. 

March had the incentive of chocolate, not only finding out about its production and history, 
but we had the chance to purchase some yummy offerings from our guest speaker, the 
Yorkshire Chocolatier. There was lots of talk of Easter presents, but I wonder how well the 
will-power will hold out until April. Many also wore teal-coloured clothing or rosette as 
March was Ovarian Cancer awareness month, and teal is their colour. 

The WI has long been a campaigning institution. Since February we have been taking part 
in the WI “Show the Love” campaign, wearing green hearts to draw attention to Climate 
Change. We are trying to raise awareness and have already contacted both our MP and 
local Councillors to find out what policies are in place and how we can improve and 
promote green issues. We are also asking for more support for the women of Afghanistan, 
especially focussing on the education of the girls. 

If you would like to come and join us, please contact Clare (on 607923) or our Secretary 
Sue (e-mail curlysue5456@hotmail.co.uk) 

 
SHEPLEY BOWLING CLUB 
 
April 1st sees the opening of the bowling green so dust off those woods and hot foot down 
to the green. If anyone fancies having a go at bowling then pay us a visit and any of the 
bowlers would be very happy to show you the ropes. 
 
Shepley Bowling Club needs you!  Every Saturday afternoon during the season our green 
hosts a match between two visiting teams and we need volunteers to open up the 
clubhouse and provide refreshments on these afternoons. Please contact any of the 
committee members if you, or you and a friend can help. 
 
Many thanks. 
 
Andrea Oldham 
Secretary on behalf of the committee 
 
 
SHEPLEY BIRD AND WILDLIFE GROUP 
 

 
At the March Indoor Meeting Ian Newton, a wildlife photographer, spoke on “Iceland - land 
of fire, ice, waterfalls & midges”.  He and his wife had undertaken an extensive tour of the 
island in May/June 2014. They were impressed with the wild scenery - mountains with 
their icecaps, torrents flowing from them over many spectacular waterfalls, tall cliffs with 
wonderful seascapes. As for the midges, Ian was driving round Lake Myvatn [Midge Lake] 
just after a ‘midge hatch’ had occurred. The air was filled with columns of billions of 
midges, plastering the car, while dead ones covered the road, obliterating the white lines.  
Ian admitted a few drawbacks. It is very expensive and the eating places seemed to 
provide only ‘burger & chips”.  At one point they were offered fermented shark meat but 
declined.   
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Birders are attracted to Iceland because three striking water birds breed nowhere else in 
Europe. The goose-sized Great Northern Diver, spangled back & black head with black & 
white neckband, were common on lakes, whereas the aptly named Harlequin Duck, a 
mixture of blue, orange and white, preferred fast flowing streams, tending to skitter along 
rather than fly. The third, Barrow’s Goldeneye, similar to our Common Goldeneye, were 
found on open water.  Ian remarked on the ‘tameness’ of many of the birds, allowing him 
to take close-up photos which were stunning, the Puffins in particular drawing gasps of 
appreciation. He also talked us through his thinking in composing the best shots. 
Fascinating! Another plus for the island was the number of birds which are only found in 
the far North such as the Gyr Falcon, largest of all the falcons, and dainty Red-necked 
Phalaropes, whirling around on small pools. Other birds, found only on the high tops in 
Scotland, were seen down to sea level - Snow Buntings & Ptarmigan.  Ian was warmly 
thanked for taking us to this unique island and showing us its scenery and wildlife.  
 
Our next meeting is at 7.30pm on  Wednesday, 6th April at Cliffe House when John 
Wheeler, one of our members, will give a presentation from one of his holidays entitled 
“Honduras – birds, guns and trains”.  We look forward to a fascinating talk.  This will be 
followed by our AGM.  Visitors always welcome. 
 
 
 
SHELLEY ART GROUP NEWS 

 
Our Annual Exhibition is coming 
up on Sunday 3rd April, just a 
couple of weeks before Easter , 
so only a few weeks to go and 
there’s lots of frantic painting 
and crafting going on! We will 
be setting up on Saturday 2nd 
April and holding our members 
and friends ticket only preview 
in the evening.  
 
This year’s show will be a 
slimmed down event, it’s all 
going to be about quality rather 
than quantity! The exhibitors will 
be mainly members but will 
include some guest artists who 
paid for a space at our 
cancelled 2020 exhibition. Also, 
we are sad to report that we 
won’t be able to offer a lunch 
menu but there will be all day 
coffee and tea with our usual 
choice of delicious homemade 
cakes to tempt you. 

 
Put the date in your diary SUNDAY APRIL 3RD we look forward to seeing you there. 
If you fancy joining the group please feel free to come along to any of our meetings on 
Tuesday evenings at 8pm in Shelley Village Hall or check out our website and subscribe to 
our mailing list: www.shelleyartgroup.com 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP CAFE 

 
Friday 4th March. 
 
Another fun filled few hours with 2 new 
members joining us today, a quiz where 
once again the ladies beat the men !  
 
It was a joy to welcome our MP on a social 
visit to the cafe where he chatted to our 
visitors and joined in with the quiz. 
 
Beautiful cakes baked by our fabulous 
volunteers.  
 
Our team of volunteers do a wonderful job 
which is so  
valued by our visitors ,  
 
A few quotes today from our patrons were,   
 “Oh I haven’t laughed so much for a long time , and  “ I came in feeling a little bit low but 
now I’m leaving feeling so much better 
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HEALTH 

 
What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed. 
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the 
emergency services on 999. 
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do; 
they will also need to know where you are. 
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched 
immediately.  
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the 
location of a local defibrillator. 
 
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –  
 

On the Shelley Village Hall   98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car 
park 

On the Rising Sun Public House at  162  Penistone Road. 
 

On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at  267 Huddersfield Road 

 
Covid 
 

Despite the fact that the government has removed COVID restrictions, there are still very 
high infection rates in this area and the rest of the country.  Medical experts still advise us 
to wear a mask if we are in busy public places, and to remain at home if we are exhibiting 
COVID symptoms   These are:  

1. Runny nose 2. Headache  3. Any fatigue 4. Sore throat  
5. Sneezing  6. Persistant cough 7. Hoarse voice 8. Chills or shivers 
9. Unusual joint pain 
 

****************************************************************** 
 

Put it in your diary ! 

In 2022 the Kirkburton Beerfestival will take place on Friday 3rd & 

Saturday 4th June 2022 at the Kirkburton Uniform Group HQ, off 

Hallas Road. HD8 0QQ 

Proceeds will go towards Scouting and Guiding activities in the area and our chosen 

charity this year will be – “Walk the Walk” (Supporting those with breast cancer )   

As on previous events, the Friday evening will be “Pub night” with pie & peas, 

quizzes and entertainment. 

On Saturday afternoon there will be a Village Fayre & celebration of the Queens 

Platinum Jubilee with a variety of stalls, burgers & hot dogs  plus live music and 

entertainment!. 

As always we plan on having around 30 barrels of real ale available throughout the 

event, plus ciders, wine (and prosecco!) as well as soft drinks. 

Keep an eye on our web site www.kirkburtonfest.org.uk  

our facebook page or our Twitter feed for developments.  

So put us in your diary and we hope to see you there! 

Cheers! 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Skelmthorpe Community Library 
24 Commercial Road 

Skelmanthorpe 
Huddersfield HD8 9DA 

Tel: 07850 439332 
Email: villagesart@gmail.com 

FB - Village Art Skelmanthorpe 
Instagram  -villageart_skelmanthorpe 

 
Village Art is an enterprise initiated by The Friends of Skelmanthorpe Community Library, 
generously supported and aided by Denby Dale Parish Council. 
 

It is our intention to mount three or four ‘major’ exhibitions each year, each lasting a 
month, and to intersperse these with works from individual artists, art groups and, we 
hope, art students from local schools. 
 

Village Art offers approximately 60 linear metres of hanging space in three discrete areas 
plus limited display space in glass cabinets for 3D works. 
 

No charge is made to artists for exhibiting and assistance is available for hanging. We do 
ask, however, that a small donation be made to The Friends of Skelmanthorpe Library on 
any works sold. 10% would seem to be a reasonable figure. We would stress that this is 
not compulsory and is at the discretion of the artist. 
 

The building is covered by public liability insurance but Denby Dale Parish Council can 
accept no liability for loss or damage to exhibits, however caused. Insurance is entirely the 
responsibility of the artist/group exhibiting. 
 

Please take a look at our FB and Instagram pages for current activities. 
 

For further information please contact Mike Roberts at the above email address/telephone 
number. 
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Patron – Paul Copley 

You will appreciate that, during the pandemic Village Art’s physical gallery has had, 
regrettably, to remain closed. 

However, in order to keep the venture alive and in the public eye, we have been running 
‘Featured Artist’ since July 2020, a fortnightly online series for Facebook and Instagram 

From those artists willing to contribute we ask that they submit ten good quality images – 
jpeg/pdf/png – cropped to exclude extraneous background. Titles of images should be 
included if possible, along with a brief artist’s statement and one or two personal and 
contact details. A glance at our postings to date should give some idea of what is needed. 

Happily, the series has been well subscribed. Our next available slot is the fortnight 
commencing March 23rd 2022. As we work on a ‘first come, first served’ basis we advise 
that slots are provisionally reserved. In that way artists have more time to consider their 
submissions. 

Village Art charges artists no fees or commissions, nor do we act as a salesroom. Any 
enquiries regarding commissions or sales are referred directly to the artist. However, we 
do ask that, should sales be made as a result of our efforts, a donation be made to The 
Friends of Skelmanthorpe Community Library. We feel that 10% of sales price is 
reasonable. 

If you, or anyone you know, would be willing to participate, please share this information. 

Facebook- Village Art Skelmanthorpe 

Instagram - villageart_skelmanthorpe 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/


 
Remember:  Remain COVID aware                    April 2022 

https://shelleyvillage.org   25  please support our advertisers 
  

LETTER PAGE 

 
 
So I've been thinking ... 
 
 ... about 'Knowing'.  How do we "know"?  How do we know we know?  How do we 
know what we know?  How do we even know what we think we know is real? [& etc.] 
Hmmm, maybe this is the kind of path where one ends up chasing ones' own tail, however 
it can be an amusing thing to watch kittens and puppies play at. 
 
Other than my own self I figure that my mum is to blame or thank, depending on whether 
you resent your world picture being poked and prodded at or choose to enjoy the 
challenges it brings, for this one.  [But my dad, in the interests of fairness and balance, 
does get a look in, just in case you were worried.] 
 
She was a teacher most of her working life, which is not really surprising given her mid-
December birthday. She eventually took early retirement as she became more and more 
disillusioned with the direction our government was taking "education".  She argued it was 
becoming more akin to channelling or programming the kids minds rather than guiding 
them to the satiation of their curiosity.  As such she took ... well I was going to say 'every' 
opportunity to develop my ability to quench my natural thirst for knowledge. I say 'natural' 
because, as a parent, grandparent and long time babysitter [... and generally observant 
human being?], I note that all of our very young have a, sometimes downright dangerous, 
drive to explore their environment, gathering knowledge.  In fact I'd wager this is true of 
most mammalian offspring.  So not absolutely every opportunity was taken as I'm sure I 
remember the contents of the potty, bin, under the kitchen sink ['Till I was big enough to 
wash up !] and drinks cabinet etc. being off limits but it was a long time ago. 
 
Anyway I was sorting through her stuff after she died and came across a notebook she 
had used while studying for her teacher training courses at Oastler (ed -the teacher 
training college in Huddersfield).  In it was a few pages long observational account of us 
kids, both hers' and others from up and down the street, playing in the gardens. [Our 
parents had got together and agreed to not fence off between the gardens of four houses 
and let the kids 'free range' between them to help keep us off the road and help build a 
sense of community; all the houses were new builds and us kids mostly the same age - 
lucky us !] In amongst the games and characters described was a seemingly different kid 
[her observation] she referred to as Timothy whom, at first, I thought was my friend from 
next door.  I recognised all the others but this one gave me trouble 'coz it didn't match my 
memory of him at all.  He would join in most of the games for a while but then, while they 
were flinging mud, he would soon give up and start making things with it or stop to watch a 
beetle for ten minutes.  While they were chasing each other round with bowls and buckets 
of water he would spend fifteen minutes experimenting with how the different sprays from 
the hosepipe made different patterns and rainbows.  As I wasn't mentioned anywhere I 
was wondering if I was at my grans' being cared for after I'd managed to break yet another 
bone when I suddenly knew it was me. 
 
How did I know this?  Well I remembered something and here my dad, as promised, is 
back in the story, bless him.  Now this gives another insight into how orderly and 
regimented he liked things in his world.  He had three children - John Russell, Iain Sinclair 
and Lindsay Jane - that's three Scottish tartans and three different forms of 'Iohannes' 
[according to behindthename.com]. I had remembered that my mum, one time when we'd 
gone for a quiet weekend at her caravan near Pateley Bridge, bitterley complaining that 
she had desperately wanted to have me named Timothy but my father would not let her, 
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insisting that form must be followed. I wonder though, now, how much she thought of me 
as a Timothy in her head?  Guess I'll never know. 
 
How often have you heard that knowledge is power?  Do you agree?  I don't, I believe the 
power comes from or through knowing how to use the knowledge one has, whether it be 
much or little.  As part of the generation that grew up without computers, or even T.V.s or 
telephones initially, in the home I find it amazing that I can now sit in my home with a 
mouse and a keyboard plugged in [I'm still not sold on the talking stuff.] and explore all the 
world’s knowledge  [Folly too but that's another story.] and I'm grateful that my fathers' 
attitude caused me to question  "Because I [we] say so." but infinitely more so that my 
mum taught me to get answers to the questions that bubble up from within and to critically 
think about those answers and check on the bits that don't quite seem to make sense.  In 
my opinion it's hugely important to know where to go for for accurate and reliable sources 
of knowledge and cross check.  Just in case.  That old journalistic trick of; if a story doesn't 
make sense, follow the money springs to mind here, as does, oddly, a Shakespearian 
quote from Hamlet: To thine own self be true ... Just a thought. 
 
Iain, not Timothy, Sinclair :) 
 
P.S. I wonder would I be very much different if I had of been named Timothy?  Another 
thing I may never know.  Life is full of things like that, but some things we can research . 
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