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                                          AUGUST 2021                                No. 479 
 
So Freedom Day has been and gone.  For my part, little feels to have changed – still 
wearing my mask, washing my hands and avoiding people in supermarket aisles.  But 
there is evidence that the village is beginning to move towards the famous “new normal”.  
The Gala has been re-scheduled for later this month, the Over 60’s (all double vacc’d I 
guess) are going for it full on with a range of activities and events, and the Friendship Café 
will re-open its doors at the beginning of September. 
 
We will have to be brave to overcome the fears that this virus has engendered in us, and 
try to face outwards again.  This will not be easy for some of us, so patience and kindness 
to others should remain high in our minds. 
 
This pandemic is not over yet, but our village is edging forwards.  Please support our 
advertisers as businesses and services become available again, and remember that our 
local business community needs our support. 
 
 

Material for the September issue should be submitted by 15th August to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
Advertising rates are :- 
Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00 
Half page - one off - £12.00    Quarter page - one off - £8.00 
. 
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
Advert changes for October 2021 MUST be notified by September 1st 2021 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for 
publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  starbatt2@gmail.com 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:tarbatt@btinternet.com
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

SCA Newsletter for August 

Dear All, 
What a Garden Festival that was! A longer report is printed elsewhere but thank you to 
everyone for helping to make it such a success. 
The Garden Festival Committee is keeping some of the proceeds back for projects as they 
develop over the next couple of years – and to be a ‘seed’ fund for the next one in 2023! 
Oh yes – some of the group are still looking forward – and those who want to sit back are 
delighted that others are coming forward to take it on!  
More immediately the Committee is making some funds available for groups to use if they 
are trying to get back on their feet after a year-long absence and with maybe less numbers 
and more hidden costs. If a grant is asked for please remember this can be a ‘fishing hook’ 
for larger grants from Kirkburton Parish Council and One Community. For these 
organisations the forms are simple – you lose nothing by applying – but you gain nothing 
by not applying! 
The SCA has applied for a grant from Kirkburton Parish Council to fund three more signs 
in the village to promote community groups using the QR codes we have used on the 
Open Spaces. With a direct link to the website this should make it easy for people to see 
when and where groups meet and how to join. 
Elsewhere in the village the Shelley Educational Foundation has also applied for a grant 
from KPC to help clear and develop the land under the Village Hall into a ‘garden’ – it will 
not be accessible but the visual impact of work already done there shows what a focal 
point in the village it is. 
As I write this we are wondering whether to meet as a group in the Village Hall again in 
September.  Although SCA is open to everyone we may need to restrict numbers at first 
I’m afraid – but if you have a concern to put to the group please email me on 
ann.priestman@outlook.com or post on our facebook page or through the website 
www.shelleyvillage.org 
Thank you to all our Halls and Group Leaders for trying so hard to get us back to some 
sort of normality – it has been a year or more of concern to you – can I personally thank 
Tony Clifton who has read every weekly Government bulletin to run the Village Hall as 
Covid-secure – remember that phrase? What a Trojan he has been – and he will not be 
the only one! 
Hope everyone has a very happy summer break, 
Shelley Community Association 
 

CURRENT COVID ADVICE FORM THE GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: 

Coronavirus remains a serious health risk.  You should stay 
cautious to protect yourself and others. 

 
• Meet outside, or open windows and doors for indoor visitors. 

• If you think you have symptoms stay at home and take a PCR test 

• Wear face coverings in crowded places and on public transport 

• Check im to venues when you go out 

• Wash your hands with soap regularly, and for at least 20m seconds 

• Get vaccinated if you’re 18 or over 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:ann.priestman@outlook.com
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Shelley Garden Festival 2021 

 

What a day!!! And after the year we have had! 

 

Firstly I must thank all the Shelley Gardeners for opening up their beautiful gardens. There 
was something for everyone to enjoy, admire, be inspired by and just be amused….aren’t 
we lucky to have such a wonderful variety of special spaces here in Shelley – and thank 
you so much for sharing them, this year in particular. Thank you to all your helpers and 
bakers. You were fearless in the face of frightening statistics – and I think we all knew how 
important it was to feel a bit of normality. The community buzz showed how people want to 
get together again – and this Festival was a real celebration of that community support and 
enjoyment! 

I must thank McColls staff for selling so many tickets in advance – 110! It is a lot of extra 
work for them but selling tickets in advance is so important to cover all the costs of putting 
this Festival on. And this year, with sanitisers in every garden, posters for social distancing 
and not going to town with publicity to help with social distancing we knew it was a fine line 
between making any money for the community and just having an enjoyable day for 
everyone. 

Thank you to all the volunteers in the Village Hall selling 100 more tickets on the day  and 
to the local bands who added so much to the atmosphere – Scissett Youth Band, Shelley 
Over 60s Ukulele Band and Shepley Band – who played on where they could despite 
getting drenched! Thank you to Shelley Art Group for staging their Exhibition at the same 
time – I think many of you enjoyed visiting this, and buying a ‘souvenir’ of the day. 

The ‘extras’ really helped make it a Festival too – from the 3 Prosecco bars – oh yes there 
were three - to glitzy refreshments, a burger bar, and great plant sales, the quirky Far 
Bank children’s garden, the vintage Morgan rides and the gently dozing hedgehogs, what 
a day it was! 

And I must thank you, our visitors, 442 of you - for braving what were at times terrible 
weather conditions: most of you were touring with soggy, unreadable maps, sitting in a 
thundery downpour eating quiche and cakes, rushing on a mission in dripping raincoats to 
see as many gardens as possible or just giving up, sitting under an umbrella and enjoying 
waiting for a break in the weather. We were so happy to see you – and we really thank you 
for braving the weather and putting a smile on our faces! 

  In the end it was just meeting people in a social setting that was important! Of course it 
was! 

 I am pleased to tell you that the SCA made £1,853 profit which we will spend on helping 
groups re-start after Covid as well as other projects. 

Other local groups also benfitted from the day including Shelley Hedgehogs, Shelley Art 
Group, Huddersfield Sea Cadets, Shelley Over 60s and many charities such as Kirkwood 
Hospice, Yorkshire Air Ambulance, Diabetes UK and Dementia UK who raised between  

this a truly memorable Garden Festival – one we didn’t know we needed so much! 

them a further £2,000. 

A final huge thank you to the Garden Festival Committee – Lorna and Malcolm 
MacDonald, Damian Stansfield, Ann Littlewood and Dorothy Burkinshaw – for most of the 
planning we were unsure if it would be allowed – and we could only meet in person twice – 
but your optimism, energy, drive and pure sunshine made 
 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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LOCAL GROUPS 
 

Shelley Over 60s - August 2021 
 

Hanging Baskets - Far Bank in Bloom 2021 
Thanks again to all who have sponsored baskets for this year’s Far Bank in Bloom. Thank 
you in particular to Gill Marsh for helping getting them organised and collecting the 
sponsorship. Thank you also to Claire at Lydgate Styles and Clare at the Sports & Social 
Club for their fairy gardens and to Margaret Haynes for help with the gardening. We hope 
that all these efforts brightened up what has again been a difficult summer. 
 

We would like to thank the following for kindly sponsoring baskets:- 
 

Mr & Mrs J Priestman, Graham Collins, Kirkburton Parish Council, Mrs F Fieldsend, Carol 
Hirst, Mr & Mrs J Ewart, S.C.A., Shelley Conservation Group, Margaret Schofield, Joan 
Parker, Jean Roebuck, Mr & Mrs B Sheffield,  Mr & Mrs A Broadbent, Mr & Mrs J Marsh, 
Mr & Mrs G Hawthornthwaite, Janet Brook, Denise Edinburgh, Mr & Mrs I Burkinshaw, 
Melanie Hawthornthwaite, Claire Moore, Caroline Roughton, Shelley Parish Church, Julie 
Burnham, Robert Crabtree, Natalie Laidlaw, Mr & Mrs A Armitage, Margaret Haynes, Mr & 
Mrs L Parker, Janet Firth, Paddy Greene, Mr & Mrs P Robinson and Mr & Mrs J Rotchell. 
 

Baskets have also been hung in memory of members Madge Shaw, Stephen Briggs, 
Audrey Taylor, Molly James, Maureen Dearnley, Frances Snowdon, Arthur Walters, Jean 
Whitwam, Harold Wilden, Val Broadhead, David Kent, Ann Horsley and David Lightfoot 
who all sadly passed away in the last year.  
 

Our Own Roadmap - Update 

Nearly all our activities have resumed now. With restrictions lifted we are able to 
accommodate any member wishing to join in an activity, although these are for members 
and by invitation only. If you are interested, please get in touch with the appropriate activity 
leader. At the moment we have no trips  scheduled. 
 

Coffee Day - Tuesday August 31st 2021 

We are hoping to hold a Coffee Day in the Village Hall on Tuesday August 31st. Details to 
follow in the next month’s magazine (out end of August), the next edition of Sixty Plus and 
on the website www.shelleyover60s.org.uk . 
 

Evening Walk - Wednesday Evening August 11th 2021 
On Wednesday evening August 11th we will be walking from the Flying Ferret for a walk of 
about 2 hours concluding the evening with a drink at the Ferret. Meet at the Ferret for 
7.00pm. All are welcome. For more details contact Kevin on 01484 607619 . 
 

Over60s Digital Photography Competition 2021 

Our Digital Photography Competition is open to members and villagers over 60. To 
compete you need to submit a digital picture taken in Shelley or of Shelley. Entries must 
be received by August 19th  and can be e-mailed with your details to 
shelleydigitalphoto@yahoo.co.uk . The finalists will be judged at our Coffee Day on August 
31st. 
 

O60s Minibus-Would you like to be a volunteer driver or assistant ? 

On Thursdays we hire one of the Denby Dale Community minibuses to transport members 
to and from the Village Hall and on Fridays to take them to Morrison’s. If you could help as 
an assistant on, or even drive one of these buses and would like to volunteer, then contact 
Jeff Beevers on 607242 to discuss this further. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.shelleyover60s.org.uk/
mailto:shelleydigitalphoto@yahoo.co.uk
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For Community Groups in Shelley 
 

Community groups in Shelley are beginning to open up again after a 
year like no other, but with concerns about numbers that can attend 

and extra precautions that might be necessary. 
Some of the Shelley Garden Festival 2021 profit is being put aside to 

help group and club leaders re-start their groups safely  or even set up 
a completely new activity. 

If you are a group or activity leader please contact Ann on 
ann.priestman@outlook.com to ask about a small grant that might 

support you as you open 
Many of us are wanting to go back to a sociable life and need our 

groups and activities to help us reconnect – we hope this grant helps 
everyone. 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:ann.priestman@outlook.com
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DUE TO LATEST COVID RESTRICTIONS 
 

SHELLEY GALA 

has been 

POSTPONED 

New provisional date is 

SUNDAY 

22nd AUGUST 2021 

Shelley Cricket Club 

1.30-4pm 
 

FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP CAFE. 
REOPENING SEPTEMBER  2PM-4PM  MAIN HALL 

 

The past 14 months have been a strange and difficult time for 
most of us in one form or another.  Many people may have 
felt a deep sense of loneliness and isolation due to 
restrictions placed upon us. 
 
We are now beginning to see light at the end of the tunnel, 
when once again we will be able to meet up and socialise. 
 
Our cafe is hoping to reopen on FRIDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 
from 2PM, We are so excited to able to meet up, share cake 
and coffee, see you all again, and to pick up where we left off. 
 
For those of you who have not been to the cafe, please be 
assured that you will receive a warm and friendly welcome 
from everyone. 
 
Sometimes meeting up with friends, old or new, can make a huge difference. 
If you live alone or are caring for someone , experiencing memory problems or you are 
bereaved, we are here, to listen to you, to laugh or cry with you,  to support you and offer 
you friendship. 

   
DON’T BE SHY,  GIVE US A TRY !  

Looking forward to meeting you in SEPTEMBER  !  

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Subscriptions for Magazine 

We have not collected any subscriptions since August 2019 due to the pandemic and 
restrictions being in place and also in order to keep our distributors safe. 

Now things are easing off we have made the decision to resume collecting for 2021/2022. 

We have been using funds which we were fortunately holding but now find because we 
have not collected for 9 months it is necessary for us to increase the cost which will now 
be £6 for everybody. The last time we had to increase the cost was in 2014. 

Your distributor will be calling on you over the next couple of months. 

Thank you for your understanding and support in these trying times. 

Barbara Keaveney 

Distribution 

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIME, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT 

CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH 

THEIR ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.   

NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND 

YOU WILL NOT GO TO COURT 

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
Contact your local policing team on 101, or  

FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome Packs 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Packs are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/
mailto:rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
mailto:steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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CHURCH PAGES 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH 

We are back with a new service time of 10:00am! 
Revised  rules for funerals and weddings (See below) 

 
Services and Events during August 
(All at Emmanuel (Parish) Church unless otherwise stated) 

 
Sundays        10:00am     Holy Communion Service 
 
COVID 19   In the light of government announcements and advice from the  

Diocese, Emmanuel Church is proceeding in a cautious way to get  
back to “normal”. 

 
Precautions;  Until further notice we would ask that people wear masks when 

entering and leaving the church and if they move around.  Otherwise 
when seated they may if they wish remove their masks. while being 
conscious of any concerns those around them may have.  When 
seated we would ask where possible to avoid sitting immediately 
behind someone so as to maintain a degree of social distancing.  

  
Funerals.    In the first instance we are asking families to limit numbers to 60 

people while we further assess safety issues. 
 
Weddings  Booked weddings are later in the summer and details of numbers will 

be discussed with the couple concerned. 
 

Church Contacts Revd Amanda Grant   07745 130033 
Baptisms and Weddings:  Mrs Carol Robertshaw    860657 

   Funerals Mr S Hughes   605755 
    

 
 
SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Please note that there will be no service at Shelley on Sunday July 25th (Circuit farewell for 
our Circuit Superintendent David Bidnell). 
Sunday 1st August (including communion) will be led by our minister Rev Tim Francis, then 
Tim will be on leave for two weeks from Monday 2nd August. 
Services Sunday 8th, 15th and 22nd TBA. 
No service at Shelley Sunday 29th August (Circuit welcome for our new Superintendent 
Peter Catford). 
 
Gift Day Saturday 31st July.  We look forward to seeing all our friends.  
 

 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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HEALTH 

 
 
What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed. 
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the 
emergency services on 999. 
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do; 
they will also need to know where you are. 
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched 
immediately.  
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the 
location of a local defibrillator. 
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –  
 

On the Shelley Village Hall   98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car 
park 

On the Rising Sun Public House at  162  Penistone Road. 
 

On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at  267 Huddersfield Road 
 
KIRKBURTON HEALTH CENTRE 

 

Our Newsletter can be viewed on our website www.kirkburtonhealthcentre.nhs.uk , 

or by email upon request. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Annual Gift Day and Summer Fayre 
 

Shelley Methodist Church Hall 
 

Saturday 31st July 10am to 2pm 
 

Lunches from 12 noon  £7    
by ticket only, available from Church Members 

 
Stalls including Cakes Crafts Books  

Tombola and Raffle 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.kirkburtonhealthcentre.nhs.uk/
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SHEPLEY HEALTH CENTRE NEWS 
 
We would like to update you regarding a few things going on at Shepley Health Centre. 
 
ANNUAL FLU VACCINATIONS 
We will be taking appointment bookings for flu vaccinations from mid August for clinics 
commencing earlier than usual in September. We will be hosting a clinic for patients 64 
and under on Saturday 18th September and a clinic for patients 65 and over on Saturday 
25th September. Other appointments will be offered in due course. 
This year we have ordered many more vaccinations to cover the advice from NHS 
England that all adults over 50 years of age are eligible for a vaccine, in addition to all 
those eligible for medical reasons. Please try and support us by booking your vaccination 
at Shepley Health Centre. 
We have not received full guidance on Covid vaccination boosters at this time. 
 
CHANGE OF STAFF 
We would like to wish Practice Nurse, Lyn all the best for her retirement and we welcome 
Practice Nurse Alex to the team. 
APPOINTMENT BOOKING 
We have heard some feedback that we are not seeing any patients face to face at the 
surgery. We would like you to be aware that this is not the case and the surgery is busier 
than any other time that the GP partners can recall.  
It would help our service a great deal if patients consider the most appropriate way for their 
condition to be managed, in particular when a visit to see a local pharmacist or a dentist 
would be more appropriate. We are triaging calls to manage the huge demand at present, 
but we can guarantee that patients who require a face to face review for clinical reasons 
are being seen. 
 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES 
Attached to the surgery we now have Clinical Pharmacists, Physiotherapists, Physician 
Associates, Specialist Opticians. These roles are to help ease the burden on GP practices 
by allowing patients to be seen by qualified clinical staff appropriate to the need.  
Our reception team will signpost you to the appropriate pathway, for example, many 
musculoskeletal problems can be dealt with by our physiotherapist without needing to 
speak to a doctor, medication reviews are undertaken by our clinical pharmacy team, eye 
problems are seen in community opticians 
 
TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
Along with other neighbouring practices we are looking to upgrade the telephone system 
to a call waiting system whereby when you ring you will be placed in a queue to be 
answered rather than just perpetually hearing the engaged tone and having to redial. This 
will be a fairer system for all patients who struggle with access. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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LETTERS 
 

SHELLEY HANGING BASKETS 
I am sure that many of you will have seen the beautiful hanging baskets suspended from 
the lampposts all along Far Bank. They are really looking lovely at the moment and are 
part of the Far Bank in Bloom tradition which has been going for many years. What those 
of you new to the village may not realise, is that most of these baskets are sponsored by 
private householders. Although Kirklees donate a few baskets, most are funded this way. I 
want to say  a big thank you to all those who have contributed to the baskets this year. 
Some baskets have been hung in memory of loved ones who are no longer with us. Thank 
you also to Ian Dyson who has made and erected all the sponsor notices on each 
lamppost and to Claire Moore for the colourful and imaginative repurposing of old 
hubcaps.  
 
I am hoping that next year even more people will want to join in sponsoring baskets. You 
do not have to live on Far Bank! If we can get a lot of  sponsors we could put up more 
baskets around the village, perhaps on the Huddersfield Road. Let’s join together in 
making our fantastic village look even more beautiful in 2022! 
 
For more information please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Gill Marsh 
07801064145 or gill.marsh253@gmail.com  

 
 
 
 
My horsey pals and I are enjoying the summer grass and going out on rides in the 
sunshine (hopefully) especially now the restrictions are lifting and we can all go out more.  
However as things get busier again I wanted to remind everyone that we horses can be 
silly and unpredictable creatures at times.  We may jump at small things like bin liners, 
washing on the line, silent cyclists coming from behind, noisy strimmers and mowers and 
even new tarmac on the road! 
If we are startled or frightened we tend to jump or run first and ask questions later so we 
can be unpredictable (in the wild we would run from anything scary in case it was a 
predator).  We want everyone to be safe on the roads so here are a few tips straight from 
the horses’ mouth!! 
Please pass us SLOWLY (ideally 20 mph) and give plenty of space just like the social 
distancing you are all used to now and which is about a car’s width 
Please do not come up quietly behind us as we cannot see you 
Big lorries, vans, buses and tractors are more scary when coming fast towards us, or from 
behind, so again please SLOW DOWN and if asked by my rider to stop please do so as I 
may be a young or nervous horse just learning to cope with traffic 
Hopefully either me and/ or my rider will be wearing hi-viz clothing so you can see us and 
we will be courteous to other road users 
We sometimes ride double on the roads not to cause congestion but so drivers overtake 
us properly rather than try and squeeze past when another car is coming the opposite way 
Lastly – on a separate issue please do not feed us grass/lawn clippings as these are 
poisonous to us horses and can kill us 
Thank you for reading this and hope it makes horse sense!  Have a lovely safe summer! 
 
PS  My rider would like to add a few comments now….  

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:gill.marsh253@gmail.com
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I just want to emphasise how important it is to SLOW DOWN and GIVE SPACE when 
passing horses to ensure accidents do not happen. The lanes and roads in the area are 
not very wide but the size of all vehicles has increased dramatically and the roads are 
much busier with speeding a regular concern. 
We wear hi viz so we can be seen at a distance and a lot of riders are now wearing body 
cameras in case of any incidents which if serious enough will be reported to the police and 
the British Horse Society. 
Let us all enjoy our new freedom but respect each other on the road.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all Shelley youngsters continuing with their education or training after the A 
Levels or BTecs,  Shelley Educational Foundation is usually there to help with a 
small grant to be put towards books or equipment necessary for your courses. 
  
This year the income of the Charity has been substantially reduced so we are not 
sure if we will be in a position to award grants as usual. 
  
Please submit your email address to ann.priestman@outlook.com and if we do 
find ourselves with a small amount of income we will happily support you with a 
small grant, usually distributed in the autumn. 
  
You need to be between 18 and 25 years old, live in Shelley and not have 
received a grant from us before. 
  
Good luck to you all with your results and your next step! 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:ann.priestman@outlook.com
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KIRKLEES COUNCIL REPORT 
 
Hello to all in Shelley 
I trust that you are all keeping well, and will remain so as we continue our very own Long 
March to the fabled land of Normality. The journey has certainly been an arduous one, but 
it would be a mistake to give in to the temptation to cut corners now as we near the end. 
Having come thus far, just a little more self-restraint would not be a bad thing. We all need 
to use our common sense, and proceed at a pace which we think appropriate for us. 

It will be interesting to see what our “new normality” looks like as we enter it. In societal 
terms, I have been extremely impressed by the way in which Shelley (and to be fair other 
villages) has often come together to help less able or fortunate neighbours. Before Covid, 
Shelley was a good village in which to live or work, with a well-developed sense of 
community. Now, after some sixteen months of one form or another of lockdown, I believe 
that is stronger than ever. I see every reason to believe that this strengthened sense of 
society will continue to flourish here. 

Looking further afield, many of us have been introduced to the benefits of home 
shopping, especially on the internet. It seems reasonable to suppose that there will be a 
decisive long-term shift in shopping habits. Whilst this may affect the larger supermarkets 
and stores adversely, I think that it provides more of an opportunity than a threat to local 
shops. As fewer people make the weekly trek to a supermarket, there will be in increased 
market for small impulse purchases, which a friendly corner shop can capitalise on. 
Perhaps counter-intuitively, I think that more internet shopping has the potential to help 
bolster village life. 

Another phenomenon of Lockdown Life has been the growth of working from (why not 
at?) home. There are pros and cons to this, not the least of which is that one cannot drive 
a lorry or stack supermarket shelves at home, but there are benefits for society as a whole. 
If more people work online, then fewer have to face the daily commute to the office. That 
can only help to reduce the serious rush hour overcrowding on our local roads, which 
would be a benefit for us all. I think we are likely to see a growth in hybrid working, with 
part of the working week in the office, part online. 

Looking at Kirklees Council specifically, the first thing that I have to say is that broadly 
speaking, the reaction to Covid has been good. The Council has, in partnership with the 
NHS and Public Health England, has played a major role in facilitating an impressive 
vaccination scheme in the Borough. Apart from this, Kirklees has done good work in 
helping administer Government funding for local business support and has provided very 
valuable help to communities in responding to Covid challenges. 

But (you saw that coming, didn’t you), there has been a very large downside. Kirklees 
have let many routine jobs slide, especially grass and weed cutting (the state of the Whins 
footpath, for which I am asking for action, is a good example), and my Councillor 
colleagues from around the Borough and I are dissatisfied with a very distinct lack of 
response to us when we request that work is done. I certainly appreciate that someone 
who is working from home or self-isolating cannot easily be out and about cutting weeds 
back, but there appears to be little to prevent them from sending an email acknowledging a 
request for service and saying that the matter will be attended to in due course. Courtesy 
is cheap, but often effective. It would also help me to respond to the concerns of residents. 

Please, as ever, feel free to bring issues to my attention. Matters requiring Kirklees 
action are best sent to me on bill.armer@kirklees.gov.uk. Otherwise, please use the 
contact details below. 

 
With my best wishes to you all, 
Bill  (Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, tel 01484  314314 email bill@gmx.ca) 
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I don’t know about your gardens but ours has once again taken off.  Both plants and 
weeds resemble flora from “The Land of the Giants”. Nettles and thistles reach upwards to 
the sky, some 5 feet tall (old money). The lawns were treated with weed and feed now I 
have to mow twice weekly, minimum. 
The Shelley “Open Garden” event went well I am told despite the weather. Sadly, I didn’t 
get the chance to get to any of the gardens this year. Events such as this along with Gala’s 
have been badly hit through Covid. Mums, Dads and their children will have missed these 
family events. Local groups will have been hit by a lack of income, whilst some will still 
have had outgoings to find. 

Speaking of finances, I would respectively like to remind all groups that Parish Council 
grants will help ease the strain of financial loss and help to achieve your goals. Every year, 
all households within the Kirkburton Parish pay a Parish Council precept. Money is set 
aside for local groups to apply for funding. Please take a look on www.kbpc.co.uk for 
details of who can, how and when to apply. Our clerk Mrs Royle will ease you through an 
application. Do not be shy at coming forwards; we have all paid into the system. Annually, 
there are between two and three grant periods. It is generally best to –Bills words – have 
an “oven” ready grant ready to serve up. Both Bill and I would like to see more groups from 
Walking Football through to Rainbows applying for a grant. Please do not “make do and 
mend”, help is at hand. 
PC Covid Emergency Grant Fund (http://www.kbpc.co.uk/Topic/23/emergency-grant-
fund.aspx) 
Is your community group suffering from financial hardship?  Are you not able to meet or 
hold fundraisers?  But at the same time, you still have to meet the running costs to keep 
your organisation running. We may be able to help!  If you have received a small annual 
grant over the last two years, you can apply for our new Emergency Covid Grant.  Please 
download a form from the link above and email it to the Clerk.  There is no need to supply 
any supporting documentation. 
  
Give full details of the income you are missing out on, as well as the level of expenditure 
you still need to cover, so the Council can see the level of financial difficulty you are 
experiencing. All valid applications will be considered by the Grants Committee, and the 
Council will take the final decisions at its meetings.  Successful applicants will receive their 
funding soon afterwards. I understand another round of hardship grants will be taking 
place, for details please contact the PC clerk. 
  
My association in supporting Huddersfield Town has for the moment ceased. Due to 
personal circumstances and the lack of entertainment value, I have decided to stop going 
to the arena. I shall still follow their fortunes on the radio and read the match reports. Over 
the never ending Covid period, I have played very little golf. Hopefully I can increase my 
golf days and at the same time reduce my golfing handicap. 

My feelings regarding the Covid virus are that it will be with us for quite some time. Annual 
boosters could be the order of the day. Covid restrictions were to end on the 19th July, 
subject to a final review. Please take care, whatever the outcome was of the review. 
Common sense and caution should still be exercised in some circumstances. 

Be aware of the telephone and internet scammers. They are out to fleece you, not help 
you make your fortune. 

Keep well, stay safe and finally to all group leaders and local group committees don’t 
forget to apply for a Parish Council grant. One thing is certain; if you don’t apply, you will 
never be refused. 

Ray Bray (PClr) ray.bray@kbpc.co.uk 
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http://www.kbpc.co.uk/Topic/23/emergency-grant-fund.aspx
mailto:ray.bray@kbpc.co.uk


 
Remember:  Hands.  Face.  Space.     Remain COVID aware                  August 2021 

https://shelleyvillage.org   17  please support our advertisers 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/


 
August 2021                  Remember:  Hands.  Face.  Space. Remain COVID ware    

https://shelleyvillage.org  18  please support our advertisers 

 

 

PLACE NAMES IN SHELLEY 
 
 
In 2009, Dr George Redmonds, a well known local historian, published a book entitled 
‘Place Names of Kirkburton, Shepley and Shelley’.  The place names of our local villages 
are a real link with the past, and with the kind permission of Dr Redmond’s widow, Anne-
marie,  we will be reproducing extracts from his book in this and future editions of the 
magazine.  Sadly the book is now out of print, so unless you are fortunate enough to 
possess a copy, our magazine must be your source of information.   
 
 

WOOL ROW  (not far below the Three Acres)  
 
(One of the sources for Dr Redmond’s book is Henry James Morehouse, a Holme Valley 
surgeon, whose book ‘The History and Topography of the Parish of Kirkburton and the 
Graveship of Holme’ – (1861) set a new standard for local historians). 
 
It is difficult to disagree with Morehouse who noted Woolrow’s pleasant location but was 
dismissive about the rebuilding that had taken place there in his lifetime.  Nevertheless, as 
he said, it is one of the most ancient settlement sites in the parish and the source of a 
surname that is recorded from 1275, when Robert  de Wivewro served on a jury of 
Kirkburton men.  His name was written de Wulfwray on an undated deed of roughly the 
same period and these two spellings point clearly to the meaning; that is ‘wolf nook’.  A 
charter of 1307 makes it clear that local men were still trapping wolves at that time, and 
further emphasises how much of the local area must still have been forest in the Middle 
Ages. 
 
Although the surname ‘Woolrow’ is on record up to 1349 it appears to have died out soon 
afterwards, possibly as a result of the Black Death, and for over a century there is no 
mention of the place-name.  From 1464, when Wollewro in Schellay was leased by Henry 
Beaumont to Thomas Storthes, probably of Storthes Hall, its history is much clearer.  It is 
the will of William Copley the next phase in the hamlet’s history, for he explained that he 
had  ‘acquired’ it from the Beaumonts and then sold it to John Clayton of Denby Grange 
for £50.  It was still in that family’s possession in 1549 when John Nethegait  was the 
tenant. 
 
When this man died, in 1551, his surname also became extinct and the new tenants were 
called Hutchinson.  This family originated in Thornhill parish but the surname was already 
established in Kirkburton in the 1400s.  John Hutchonsonne of Wolrawe, husbandman, 
made his will in 1576.  Other surnames associated with the property were Haigh, Armitage 
and then Stocks. 
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