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Towards the end of the magazine is a very helpful and informative article about the 
financial help that is available for households struggling with the financial pressure that the 
current cost of living crisis creates.  My “day job” brings me into contact with this facility in 
a different local authority area, and I can confirm that it is an easy and simple process, and 
that applications are dealt with sympathetically and efficiently. 
 
By the time this magazine arrives on your doorstep, anyone on Universal Credit should 
have received an additional payment.  If you haven’t you need to chase it up.   
 
For some of our readers, this level of detail might seem irrelevant or even irritating – for 
anyone that is suffering as a result of financial hardship, it might be essential.   
 
The same article states that there is no food bank collection in Shelley – I have previously 
been advised that both our churches act as collection points.  We will clarify this and have 
more details next month. 

Material for the September issue should be submitted by 15th AUGUST to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
 

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 
Advert changes for October 2022 MUST be notified by September 1st 2022 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
 
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we may have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended 
for publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  bookings-shelleyvillagehall@mail.com    
Please note the new email address.

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 
SHELLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Shelley Community Association 
Minutes of meeting held on Mon 11th July 2022 

8 Attended with 16 Apologies received 
 

Chair’s Report: 
Malcolm reported on the previous day’s Shelley Gala which went like clock-work. Many 
stalls made money for their group and for the Gala to disburse, with the hit of the day 
being the little blue truck, driven by budding drivers of Shelley, which had a long queue all 
the afternoon! Many thanks were given to the Gala Committee for producing such a sunny, 
splendid Gala with dogs, choirs and bands, bouncy castles, smashing crockery and welly 
wanging, an excellent DJ, and the Cricket Club providing much-needed drinks as well as 
allowing the use of their field it was, as always, an afternoon for the village to treasure. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Donations from the Platinum Picnic in the Park were made to Shepley Band, Scissett 
Youth Band, Shelley Methodist Church for the use of their chairs and Ian Stevenson for his 
fund-raising for Dementia UK. The Picnic Accounts are now closed. 
The CA stall at the Gala raised £37 with £10 from that given to the Gala. 
 
Village Hall Report:  
An Armco Barrier has been installed in front of the new fence and repaired wall. 
SEF have been requested to remove all the buddleias under the car park as the Village 
Hall Committee have concerns about their roots under the wall in the long term. 
 
Environment Report: 
David reported on several issues 

• Clearing verges and green spaces for Kirklees – more needed to be known 

• A strimmer has been bought with the Garden grant 

• Two benches on Bridle to be installed shortly 

• Scything completed on path from Far Bank to school, widening this busy footpath 

• Rose Bay Willow – trying to tame this on Bridle 

• Grant from KPC applied for for more tools, rather than using member’s own 

• Meeting pencilled in for Thurs 28th July at the Ferret – informal so anyone welcome 

to join it.. 

• Logo Competition held through Shelley First School and a winner chosen 

 

Social Events: 

Les reported on the recent trip of the Friday Friendship Café to the Whistlestop 

Valley Light Railway which was really enjoyed by everyone. An original helper at the 

Café had bequeathed some money to the Café which was used to provide this 

wonderful outing with 19 people enjoying Afternoon Tea and a private ride on the 

train. Thanks were given to Jill and Stephen Allen for arranging this outing. 

Upcoming events – there will be a Garden Festival next year – probably on Sunday 

25th June – if you think you might be interested in opening your garden for the first 

time please email Lorna at lornashelmac@hotmail.com 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:lornashelmac@hotmail.com
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The Pierrot Players celebrate 40 years as a group this year, and their next 

production is ‘Party Piece’ in the October Half-term with tickets now able to be 

booked on-line for a small booking fee. 

 

Date of next meeting Mon 8th August at 7.30 in Village Hall – all welcome – we keep 

our meetings light and informative so please do think of coming along! 

 

 

 

 

Volunteering with Kirklees Libraries 
 

Are you: friendly, enthusiastic, a good communicator? 
Do you: enjoy meeting and helping people? 
Would you: like to give your time to benefit your community? 
Yes?!  If you have a spare hour or two to offer, then there may be a 
role for you at your local library. 
 

Kirklees Library Service would not be able to offer all the wonderful things we do without 
our brilliant team of volunteers. Library volunteers are great ambassadors for our service, 
supporting the daily operation of the library, shelving books, picking requests, helping with 
the PCs or self-issue machine, facilitating events, chatting to customers, and maybe even 
making someone’s day. 
 
We are currently on the lookout for new volunteers to join our teams at Kirkburton, Shepley 
and Skelmanthorpe Libraries. We welcome volunteers of all ages from all backgrounds 
and are flexible around the time commitment you can give.  
 
You can find more information by visiting  http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/volunteering/  
emailing June.lawson@kirklees.gov.uk or drop into the library and have a chat with our 
staff and volunteers. 

 
 
 

 

Shelley Education Foundation 
 

If you are about to go into Higher or Further Education or a recognised apprenticeship and you 
live in Shelley you may be eligible for a small grant to help you buy books, tools, specialised 

clothing or other materials necessary for your course. 
 

Just ask for a simple grant form from Secretary Ann Priestman, 18 Cleveland Way 
Email ann.priestman@outlook.com 

Tel 01484 604486 
The small grants are available regardless of family income and available to those under the age 

of 25 
 

Closing date for applications Friday 30th Sept 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/volunteering/
mailto:June.lawson@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:ann.priestman@outlook.com


 
August 2022         Remember:  Remain COVID aware        
 

https://shelleyvillage.org  6  please support our advertisers 

 

 

VILLAGE INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MAGAZINE NEWS 
 

This months front cover squirrel, is by Shelley art group member Susan 

Brant 
 

 

 
Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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LETTERS 
Hello to all in Shelley 

Glorious weather for the gala, and I was very happy to attend. It seemed a good 
turnout, with an excellent friendly atmosphere to proceedings, albeit a little quieter than in 
some earlier years. Plenty of stalls and lots of fun to be had, and with the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Kirklees seeing to the opening ceremony witnessed by our local MP, it seems 
that the Gala is well and truly on the social map and reaches far beyond the village 
bounds. All credit to the organisers and the stall holders, and my thanks to Malcolm 
MacDonald for the complimentary programme. 

For myself, I had a little minder in the shape of my ten year-old great-grandaughter to 
keep me in check. In passing, just when did these pre-teens become so insouciant and 
self-contained? I still managed to slip away to relieve some (politically-inspired) frustrations 
smashing crockery. Very therapeutic and strangely relaxing despite the heat. 

Ray Bray and I, using some of our Parish Council Village Improvement monies, have 
arranged for a bench to be installed beside the Petanque terrain on the Rec. We have 
asked Kirklees to liaise with the Community Association and other interested parties about 
the precise siting. Rather surprised that Parks managed to quote over £900 for the supply 
and fixing of the bench! Don’t suppose it will be gold-plated on arrival, but you never know. 

Meanwhile, Ray and I have a little left in our funds and are open to suggestions for 
schemes which would help improve the village for the benefit of all. We are also very keen 
to encourage people to seek funding for any ideas they may have within the community. 
Whilst funding for any specific idea cannot be guaranteed, there is available money out 
there. A good starting point for advice and information is CommunityPlus 
(community.plus@kirklees.gov.uk). They can help with setting up a group and/or with 
finding funding. Worth an email. 

I have had some success in Shelley Park, with Highways carrying out limited repairs to 
part of the pavement in Park Avenue. They have also installed a dropped kerb to allow 
better access to the green for people reliant on mobility scooters. Highways will not carry 
out a full repair of these pavements, but will respond to specific requests relating to 
accessibility problems. I also have an agreement from Highways that they will do some 
serious pothole repairs in Grampian Close, which should be just about completed by the 
time this edition of the magazine is published. 

Another job which should be completed by the time you read this is the unlit street light 
at the junction of Park Avenue and Penistone Road, opposite the Rising Sun. I first asked 
for this to be done at the same time as I requested a dropped kerb. When I followed it up, I 
was told that “due to a technical problem” my request had been “lost in the system”. In 
other words, they forgot about it. 

I have also had Highways do pothole repairs in the cul-de-sac part of Westerley Lane 
and in Hawthorne Way (I did ask for resurfacing, but the budget won’t stretch that far) and 
they tell me that they still intend to start repairing and resurfacing the through section of 
Westerley Lane/Way on November 7th. When I asked them about Cleveland Way they 
replied that this will now be done at the same time as Westerley, and I will be watching 
that very closely. Had many promises over the years about Cleveland Way, and sincerely 
hope this one will be kept. Large and ferocious fleas will be introduced to certain ears if it 
isn’t, but for the moment Highways are playing ball. 

As ever, please feel free to contact me with problems or issues. If you raise something 
which may have to be referred to the Council, best to use bill.armer@kirklees.gov.uk. 

 
With my best wishes to you all, 
Bill  (Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, tel 01484  314314 email bill@gmx.ca) 
Shelley Gala 10 July 2022 
Making plans for a variety of activities is always a worry for the committee not knowing 
what is the weather will be like on the day. This year, however, there was less tension as 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:community.plus@kirklees.gov.uk


 
August 2022         Remember:  Remain COVID aware        
 

https://shelleyvillage.org  8  please support our advertisers 

 

 

the forecast was very good, warm and sunny. And so it turned out! In fact the hottest day 
of the year at the time..The Mayor really enjoyed his first visit to Shelley, and with all of 
Western Europe experiencing very hot weather, he said he would be rather in Shelley than 
in Portugal! I took this to be an appreciation of our village and, indeed, our Gala. I later 
found out that there had been many wild fires in Portugal which had destroyed homes. 
 
Because of the Covid pandemic we had not had a crockery smash for 3 years but we 
certainly made up for it this year! There was a steady queue all afternoon and the stall 
made £134. The welly wanging stall made £100. Both amounts were raised by members 
of Shelley Conservation and Environment Group and will be used to buy tools. 
 
Towards the end of the afternoon, families stayed on in the beautiful sunshine to enjoy the 
ukulele band, Scissett Youth Band and the group “Love Bites”.  
 
Over the last 25 years this was the biggest turn out I have seen for the Gala, in contrast 
with the smallest gathering about 20 years ago. This was on a very wet day and all outside 
activities were abandoned. We had to de-camp to the Village Hall. People felt sorry that 
the Gala had been ruined and queued outside under umbrellas in the pouring rain to get in 
and support what activities we had salvaged. The Hall was packed with people who were 
soaked to the skin and soon condensation ran down the windows!  
 
Thank goodness we had such a wonderful day this year! 
 
Malcolm MacDonald 
 

 

CHURCH PAGES 
 
SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 

Services and Events during August 2022 

Regular Services: 

• Sundays 7th 14th  21st  28th 10.00am Holy Communion Service 

• Wednesday 3rd 17th  31st  2.00pm  A short service of Holy   
     Communion followed by    
    refreshments and a chat     
   everyone welcome 

 If you need a lift to this service please ring Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

  

 Church Contacts 

 Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033 

 Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755   

 

 

 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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CLUBS AND GROUPS 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Shepley Woman’s Institute 
 
Our speakers in June were from The Kirkwood and it was interesting to learn that they 
provide a much larger range of community support, not just the end-of-life care. There 
website has lots of useful information, as well as ways that you can fund-raise for them. 
Our gardening group has managed to get two visits to members gardens in June and in 
July several of us managed to make  a trip to both Kirkburton and Emley to visit the Open 
Gardens on offer. It is so good to see such a variety of plants and layouts and many of us 
continue to steal ideas, as well as taking advantage of spare plants. This gardening theme 
was continued as our speaker for July was the Watering Can Florist, with lots of handy 
hints. We don’t have a meeting in August but we are going to meet up informally for a 
coffee in Sue’s wonderful garden. We had tried to explore this last year but the cloud’s 
opened and we all had to run for cover. Fingers crossed for this year. 
 The Dining club, Book Group and Craft and Crumbs all continue to flourish, despite the 
attendance drops caused by holidays and childminding duties. We also had our summer 
Lunch as the last event to celebrate our 40th anniversary, dressing in red, white and blue in 
honour of the Queen (or possibly Bastille Day as it took place on the 14th of July) 
If you are interested in joining the WI then please email our Secretary Sue on 
curlysue5456@hotmail.co.uk  or phone Clare on 607923 

Friday Friendship Café 
Afternoon Railway Visit 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:curlysue5456@hotmail.co.uk
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On Friday, 8th July, the Friday Friendship Café had a visit to the Whistlestop Valley 

Railway which included afternoon tea and a return trip to Shelley Halt. 
 
This trip was enabled by the kindness of a gift endowed to us in memory of Elaine Walton, 
a volunteer from the early days of the café. 
 
Elaine had always said how lovely it would be for us all to have a trip out.  Unfortunately, 
Elaine passed away after a very short illness before her idea came to fruition. 
 
All our patrons had a memorable afternoon out with a delightful and very filling afternoon 
tea followed by an exclusive train trip and a quiz was set to round off the day. 
 
A huge thankyou must also go to Elaine’s family for making this possible and also to thank 
our volunteers, for all that they do. 
 

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Shelley Over 60s - August 2022 
 

Hanging Baskets - Far Bank in Bloom 2022 
Thanks again to all who have sponsored baskets for this year’s Far Bank in Bloom. Thank 
you in particular to Gill Marsh for helping getting them organised and collecting the 
sponsorship. 
  
We would like to thank the following for kindly sponsoring baskets:- 
 

Mr & Mrs J Priestman, Graham Collins, Kirkburton Parish Council, Mrs F Fieldsend, Carol 
Hirst, Mr & Mrs J Ewart, S.C.A., Shelley Conservation Group, Margaret Schofield, Joan 
Parker, Jean Roebuck, Mr & Mrs B Sheffield,  Mr & Mrs A Broadbent, Mr & Mrs J Marsh, 
Mr & Mrs G Hawthornthwaite, Janet Brook, Mr & Mrs D Edinburgh, Mr & Mrs I Burkinshaw, 
Mr & Mrs G Firth, Melanie Hawthornthwaite, Caroline Roughton, Shelley Parish Church, 
Mr & Mrs R Burnham, Natalie Laidlaw, Margaret Haynes, Mr & Mrs L Parker, Janet Firth, 
Paddy Greene, Mr & Mrs P Robinson,  Mr & Mrs J Rotchell, Robert Crabtree and Mr & Mrs 
Ruse at Equisport Horseboxes. 
 
Baskets have also been hung in memory of members Wilma Peel, David Whiteley, Ted 
Blythe, Brian Auckland, Rene Hewitt, Muriel Myres, Sylvia Stevenson, Audrey Adair, David 
Hoddell and Keith Turner who all sadly passed away in the last year. 
 

Coffee Day - Tuesday August 30th 2022 
Our second coffee day of the year will be held on Tuesday, August 30th at the Village Hall. 
The Hall will be open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm and there will be various stalls including 
books, cakes, raffle, a tombola, a handbag stall and a chocolate tombola. We are looking 
for donations from members towards our stalls. If you can bake a cake or donate 
something for the raffle, tombola, chocolate tombola or book stall then contact Olwyn on 
01484 301232. Tickets for the Coffee Day are £2 each which includes tea/coffee and 
biscuits and enters you for a prize draw. We hope as many villagers as possible will attend 
or buy a ticket.  
 

Evening Walk - Wednesday Evening August 10th 2022 
On Wednesday evening August 10th we will be walking from the Sports & Social Club for a 
walk of about 2 hours concluding the evening with a drink at the Social. Meet at the Sports 
& Social for 7.00pm. All are welcome. For more details contact Kevin on 01484 607619 . 
 

Pétanque - Fridays 2.00pm 
The village now has a brand new pétanque (also known as French boules) court, situated 
at the top of Shelley Recreational Ground. The Club has several sets of boules, so we 
hope to make this a new regular activity during the summer months if sufficient people are 
interested in this skilful game. For more information, contact Kevin on 01484 607619 
 

Over60s Digital Photography Competition 2022 
Our Digital Photography Competition is open to members and villagers over 60. To 
compete you need to submit a digital picture taken in Shelley or of Shelley. Entries must 
be received by August 23rd and can be handed in at one of our regular Thursday meetings 
or at our Drop-in. Alternatively you can e-mail your picture with your details to 
shelleydigitalphoto@yahoo.co.uk . Please supply your digital image only (no printed 
images). The finalists will be judged at our Coffee Day on August 30th.. 
 

O60s Minibus-Would you like to be a volunteer driver or assistant ? 
On Thursdays we hire one of the Denby Dale Community minibuses to transport members 
to and from the Village Hall and on Fridays to take them to Morrison’s. If you could help as 
an assistant on, or even drive one of these buses and would like to volunteer, then contact 
Jeff Beevers on 607242 to discuss this further. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:shelleydigitalphoto@yahoo.co.uk
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Shepley Bird and Wildlife Group 
 
From Wednesday September 7th The Shepley Bird and Wildlife group will be back at Cliffe 
House in the coach house at 7.30pm for the opening talk of the new season. 
 

If you enjoy looking at birds and wildlife, I’m sure there’s 
something in our programme that will interest you. You do not 
have to be an expert we welcome all ages, interests, and abilities. 
It could be that like many of us, you have simply got out of the 
habit of coming out in the evening because of the pandemic so 
our group could be a gentle first step in trying something new, 
sociable and close to home. Some of our group members will still 
be wearing masks and again, this might be the reassurance you 
need to give us a try. 
 
We have always attracted very professional speakers and during 
the autumn and winter we shall start by welcoming our old friend 
Steve Rutherford, Honorary Chairman of the British 

Naturalists Association. Steve is very knowledgeable and always happy to answer any 
questions you may care to ask. Other talks in the Autumn will concentrate on the beauty of 
Bhutan(October 5th)  and California (November2nd). 
 
A very popular part of our programme are the field visits which 
are free and open to all. Field visits cover sites close to home 
such as RSPB Old Moor and Adwick Washlands and RSPB St 
Aiden’s. Further away, we shall visit YWT North Cave and 
RSPB Blacktoft Sands amongst others.  
 
All these reserves have very good websites should you like 
more information and of course we would be delighted to have 
you join us, be you an individual or an entire family. 
Our monthly indoor meeting talks start at 7.30pm and visitors 
can contribute £3 on the evening but if you wish to join it is just 
£15 per year. 
 

 
I do hope that there is something here that 
will be of interest and you will consider 
joining us, even if only for just one evening. 
The Cliffe House coach house is a lovely 
setting with a large well-lit car park and 
beautiful grounds 
Chris Marks,  Shepley Bird and Wildlife 
Group. Email: shepleybirders@yahoo.com 
Tel: Chris Marks 01484 608652 
 

 

Photograph John Boothroyd 

Photograph Margaret Fieldhouse 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:shepleybirders@yahoo.com
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'Village Art is to mount its first Summer Exhibition at Skelmanthorpe Community Library. 

 
The exhibition will feature the paintings of Cath Dunn and Helen Robinson and the wood 
carvings of Errol Beckford, the latter two currently showing work at Holmfirth Artweek. 
 
In a first and long strived for addition, we will also be exhibiting works by students from 
Shelley College, who will also be assisting in installing the exhibition. 
 
The exhibition will run from Monday July 18th until Saturday September 3rd, with a special 
preview on Saturday July 16th from 10.30am to 12.30pm. 
 
There will also be a 'Meet the Artists' event on a date yet to be confirmed.' 
 

Shepley Bowling Club 
 
Shepley bowlers would like to welcome anyone, ladies, men, children who wishes to give 
crown green bowling a try. Some bowlers meet every Tuesday morning 10-12 noon at the 
green and they would be only too happy to show you the ropes if you are new to the game. 
Bowls are provided for your use and refreshments available. There is a modest green fee 
of £2 per session with no time limit. Likewise if you have been a bowler and are new to the 
area then come along and check us out,  Shepley teams need you. 
 
To arrange a date and time, or for further information please ring Margaret Wimpenny on 
01484 962629 or 07967 427626. 
 
We look forward to meeting you. 
 
Andrea Oldham 
Secretary 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

LOCAL CRIME STATISTICS FOR JUNE 

KIRKBURTON.    FARNLEY TYAS, STOCKSMOOR, SHEPLEY, SHELLEY, KIRKBURTON, HIGHBURTON, GRANGE 
MOOR, FLOCKTON, THURSTONLAND, THUNDERBRIDGE 

AREA RESIDENTIAL 
BURGLARY 

TFMV TOMV 

HIGHBURTON 2     

FLOCKTON     1 

KIRKBURTON 2     

SHEPLEY 1     

 
DATES RECORDED 1ST JUNE 2022 – 30TH JUNE 2022 
PLEASE NOTE ALL INCIDENTS ARE DIFFERENT DAYS/TIMES 
CODE  TFMV = Theft From Motor Vehicle.             TOMV = Theft Of Motor Vehicle 

https://shelleyvillage.org/


 
August 2022         Remember:  Remain COVID aware        
 

https://shelleyvillage.org  14  please support our advertisers 

 

 

Cost of Living Crisis  
 
Our local Councillors have not shared a lot of useful information in this Magazine for those 
who are struggling with the cost-of-living crisis or other crises, and this should not be 
swept under the carpet. A fire side chat letter is all very well, a dig I know, but what about 
telling us about things that matter, where there is help, and how you can help. The 
Community Association are good at keeping us informed however and we should be 
forever grateful for their sterling efforts and dedication. So I hope they and our local 
Councillors will embrace this information.  
Food Banks 
There are local Food Bank collection points at both the Shepley Co-op and the Sovereign 
Shepley Co-op, but this never gets a mention. Can this be added to the Magazine’s 
contact’s page? The Huddersfield Food Bank, the Welcome Centre, tell me there is no 
collection point in Shelley. Can we correct that and does anyone know of other collection 
points in neighbouring villages? 
KIRKLEES COUNCIL - Local Welfare Provision 
The main purpose of this letter is to bring to everyone attention that, in addition to 
Government support, there is some excellent support from Kirklees Council via this extract 
from their internet pages. Those who are facing hardship or are worried about the situation 
quite possibly will not see this Magazine or have internet access, so if neighbours, friends, 
and family may appreciate any cost-of-living support please pass it on or even provide 
help with internet access. 
Kirklees Internet Extract Local Welfare Provision: 
Our Local Welfare Provision (LWP) scheme helps vulnerable people in short-term crisis 
with food and essential items. Entitlement for help is based on a person or family's 
circumstances at the time and is at our discretion. 
Discretionary Housing Payments (DHP) 
You may be eligible for a Discretionary Housing Payment (DHP). They give short-term help 
with rent for people experiencing severe financial hardship. 
We can help you with: 

• food parcels    gas and electricity vouchers for pre-paid meters 
• welfare benefits advice   debt advice 
• budgeting advice   employment advice 
• housing advice 
• school uniform support (free recycled school uniforms are also available from 

the Uniform Exchange ) 
We can advise you about: 

• Council Tax Reduction 
• applying for free school meals and school transport 
• local and national COVID-19 assistance schemes 

Apply for a Local Welfare Provision grant. Fill in our simple online form. 
 Completing this form takes around 10 minutes 
 To complete this form you will need to provide a recent bank statement to support your 
application. This should show your name, address, account details and balance. 
Apply online 
Contact us 
Get in touch if you or your family are in immediate need or hardship. 

• Local Welfare Provision 
•  lwp@kirklees.gov.uk 
•  01484 414782 (10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday excluding bank holidays) 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/benefits/discretionary-housing-payment.aspx
https://www.uniform-exchange.org/
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/schooltransport
https://my.kirklees.gov.uk/en/service/Benefits___Apply_for_the_Local_Welfare_Provision_fund_via_an_organisation
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/contact-the-council/frequent-contacts/default.aspx?contact=lwp@kirklees.gov.uk
tel:01484414782
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I hope this helps someone. Please also keep showing our gratitude to NHS staff who are 
still facing relentless pressures and staff shortages and those who continue to provide 
services to us. Where would we be without them. Thank you for your attention. 
 
 
 
 
Cold Blooded Critters 
 
Though published fourteen years ago, David Attenborough’s Life in Cold Blood might 
prove an interesting read for parents or teenagers during grey, wet, and blustery Yorkshire 
days while schools are closed. And at no cost: it can be borrowed from Kirklees Library. 
The author’s generously illustrated six chapters discuss the history of amphibians and 
reptiles, tracing their origins back three hundred million years, well before the earliest 
appearance of mammals or plants.  
 
Chapters three (Crocodiles & Alligators) and four (The Lizards) could attract most 
attention, crocs being the sort of carnivore which happily ranks Homo sapiens as a la 
carte. Yet the same jaws are used occasionally to transport a youngster, delicately 
balanced between mother’s teeth. Lizards seem more approachable – even the bulky 
Komodo Dragon was not considered a threat to humans at the time of publication; and if 
we aren’t approachable the little basilisk lizard can run on water to avoid contact.    
 
One of the best photographs (p31) shows a youngster holding an African goliath frog 
(Conraua goliath). It looks immense, a magnificent metre of yellow and green. But 
trustworthy scientist Attenborough (dedicated to investigating how life on Earth actually is 
or was rather than wishful thinking) admits the camera’s proximity exaggerated this image 
– the species don’t exceed a length of fourteen inches. As well as potential background 
reading for biology students, Life in Cold Blood could become the foundation for an art 
portfolio, see, for instance, the green iguana and splendid African agama, two modern day 
‘dedicated followers of fashion’ (The Kinks, 1967).    
Neil Richardson 
Kirkheaton 
 
 

 

 

Goliath Frog Saltwater Crocodile – exposed fourth tooth        

in lower jaw, which  distinguishes crocs from 

alligators                      
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We’re all philatelists now! 

Royal Mail is shaking up the rules on stamps, so if you've got a stash that say '1st' or '2nd' 
class on them then by 31 January 2023 you'll no longer be able to simply stick 'em on a 
letter and use them. This is because Royal Mail is moving to a new barcode system, which 
these stamps don't have. 

 Royal Mail has confirmed that you can continue to use Christmas stamps after 31 January 
2023 following a U-turn. The postal service had initially announced, as part of a wider 
shake-up, that Christmas stamps would be replaced by new barcoded versions from 31 
January 2023. This would have rendered old festive stamps useless unless swapped. But 
while new barcoded versions of Christmas stamps will be launched later this year, non-
barcoded versions will now remain valid.  

If you try to use these stamps – and this includes all those with the Queen's head on them 
that say '1st' or '2nd' class, or any other price, or those that are Christmas-themed – after 
this cut-off date they will not be valid and you will have to pay a surcharge. Though Royal 
Mail is yet to confirm what this surcharge is or how it will work in practice. 

"Special" commemorative stamps, such as the Doctor Who collection, are the only 
exception, as these are not being phased out and can continue to be used after 31 
January 2023. 

Royal Mail will let you 'swap out' these stamps for free 

You will, however, be able to exchange current stamps for barcoded ones for free under 
Royal Mail's new 'Swap Out' scheme, which opens on 31 March 2022. 

To do this, you just need to fill in a 'Swap Out' form from its website (the page isn't live 
yet), or call it, or get one from a local delivery office (not a post office though). You'll then 
have to post back the stamps you want to swap to a Freepost address. We're waiting to 
find out if there are any limits on the numbers you can swap and if you're covered for non-
delivery. 

Published on 23 June 2022  

News release 

The Bank of England will be withdrawing legal tender status of paper £20 and £50 
banknotes after 30 September 2022. 

After this date, paper £20 and £50 banknotes will no longer be legal tender. So we are 
encouraging anyone who still has these to use them or deposit them at their bank or a 
Post Office during these last few days. 

Speaking ahead of the date, the Bank of England’s Chief Cashier Sarah John said 
“Changing our banknotes from paper to polymer over recent years has been an important 
development, because it makes them more difficult to counterfeit, and means they are 
more durable. The majority of paper banknotes have now been taken out of circulation, but 
a significant number remain in the economy, so we’re asking you to check if you have any 
at home. For the next few days, these can still be used or deposited at your bank in the 
normal way.” 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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EVENTS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES 
 

 
OPENING TIMES 

Monday 
Rhyme Time 2.30-3.00 Shepley 
Popular Science Readers 
Group—2.00-3.30 1st Monday 
of each month Denby Dale 
Creative Writers 7.00pm 
fortnightly at Shepley 
Mend it Mondays 4pm Denby 
Dale 

Thursday 
Rhyme Time 10.30 -11.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Readers Group (LK) 10.30am 
Last Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Readers Group (SS) 3.00-4.00 
2nd Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Hands On History 1.30-3.30 3rd 
Thurs of the month Denby Dale 
Knit & Natter 2.30pm Shepley 
 

 
 
 
Denby Dale Library 
Monday 1-6, Tuesday 10-1 
Wednesday 1-5, Friday 10-1 
Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Kirkburton Library 
Monday 2-5, Tuesday 2-6 
Wednesday 10-3  
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Shepley Library 
Monday 1-5   
Thursday 10-1 & 2-5   
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12 
 
 
 
Skelmanthorpe Library 
Monday 10-1  
Wednesday 10-1 & 2-6  
Thursday 10-12,  
Friday 10-1 
 
 
 
Contact: 01484 414868  
 

www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
Readers Group (JW) 10.30am 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
Denby Dale 
Jewellery Club 10.30am Denby 
Dale 
Book Club 6.00pm Kirkburton 
1st Tuesday of the month 
 

Friday 
Local History Group 10.00-
12.00 at Kirkburton 
Knit & Natter 2.00-4.00 
Kirkburton 
Family History One to One 
from 2.00pm last Friday of the 
month Shepley Library 
Readers Group 2.00pm every 3 
weeks –Skelmanthorpe 
Later At The Library— 7.30pm 
Last Friday of the month Denby 
Dale 
 

Wednesday 
Rhyme Time 10.30-11.00 
Kirkburton 
Story Time for 2–5-year-olds 
2.00-2.30 Kirkburton Term 
Time 
Knit & Natter 2.00-3.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Rhyme Time 2.00-2.30 Denby 
Dale 
Craft Group 1.30pm Denby 
Dale 
 

Saturday 
Lego Club 10.30-12.00 Shepley 
 

 
Our groups are all open groups unless stated, with no requirement to book. 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/
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Sun, Sea, and Hartlepool 
Neil Richardson,  

Kirkheaton.  

 

‘When the weather is hot, you can reach right up and touch the sky….’.  
Helen steered Drew away from the radio perched on a couple’s travel bag. Mungo Jerry 
relayed comfortable lyrics, feel-good music for people out and about under today’s sky, 
unusually hot for the north coast, even mid-July. Some fifteen families shared the small 
beach, a medieval sun trap sheltered by tall wall and short pier. From previous visits, she 
knew that once Hartlepool’s schools closed the best areas would be occupied before 
lunchtime. Not far away, a long stone incline led to the pier, its lighthouse always ready to 
warn approaching vessels. 
 
Hubby Mark volunteered to stay with the beach towels and other belongings while she 
explored the water’s edge, just sixty yards from their chosen spot. No surprise at this 
generous offer – reports from work were his preferred holiday reading; and a mobile phone 
relayed updates from the machine shop he’d successfully managed in recent years. Even 
worse, during the few hours Mark wasn’t calculating production schedules, Helen 
encountered additional competition from the town’s rugby club gym. But today’s glorious 
weather should not be wasted, so she curbed displeasure over his mid-forties’ 
adolescence. 
 
This was Drew’s second seaside outing with Auntie. The ever-cheerful youngster wore a 
broad-brimmed straw hat and long flowered dress as protection against the fierce 
overhead sun. Five years old, she waved frantically at fishermen on the pier; all of them 
waved back. A part-time teacher grateful for a reduced workload, Helen often pondered 
over what the future would bring older pupils, especially job prospects in a rapidly 
changing electronic age. For now, she gently took Drew’s hand as they reached the 
water’s edge and shallow rock pools. No hesitation – and delighted when her tiny bare feet 
disappeared beneath sparkling blue water. 
 
Thirty years back, this modest stretch of the town’s coastline was a mecca for Helen and 
friends, often an all-day summer outing once they’d disembarked from the bus half a mile 
before the beach, walked the rest of the journey across yellow sand, then sat in Bianco’s 
Café with fizzy drinks or ice cream. Or both. Conversation in Bianco’s continued once they 
reached the beach; favourite topics included awkward parents, quirky boys, and the 
school’s mishmash of teachers. If the thermometer nudged seventy degrees they rushed 
into the bay, screeching as chilly water grabbed them like an iced gauntlet.  
All this was necessarily inexpensive; Helen recalled how her teens featured neither 
holidays abroad nor the latest cars. Getting by on modest incomes, mum and dad were 
equally surprised and pleased when she scored sufficient brownie points at A-Level to 
read Medieval History near York. 
 
A strong slap of spade on water sprayed tiny droplets across a wide arc. Twelve o’ clock, a 
tad early for sausage rolls and fruit cake, but an ancient van in vivid tones of pink and 
white was parked above the beach; the vehicle’s windows promoted huge cones and ice 
cream sandwiches, plus the enticing option of chocolate wafers. Helen again took Drew’s 
hand and began their return journey across warm sand, carefully avoiding any patch 
littered with sharp stones or the ebbing tide’s debris. 
 
On a slightly busier beach, Mark now had neighbours. Two young women sat beneath a 
huge blue brolly, just yards from their own site. Movie Monthly held the thoughts of a 
twenty-something blonde, the other – a stunning brunette – had sparked conversation with 
Mark, in fact, chat so friendly Helen worried that the spark would soon burst into a beach-
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party bonfire. She calmed an inner fury when calling out for attention, ‘Mark, we’re back, 
fancy an ice-cream?’ Hubby moved slightly, towards her voice, waved, then turned back to 
the tanned female whose profile suggested she spent almost as much time in the gym as 
he did. 
 
Helen paused, not far from the cosy babbling friendship. ‘Drew, I think we’d better visit 
dear Mr Gatti’s old ice-cream van on our own, near where uncle parked his car’. She 
responded with smiles, unaware of auntie’s distress. ‘Okay, fine, lend me your bucket 
please.’ Helen bent forwards and gently tipped two angry green shore crabs to race across 
Mark’s stomach. 
 
When the weather's fine 

We go fishing or go swimming in the sea 

We're always happy 

Life's for living, yeah, that's our philosophy 

Sing along with us 

Dee dee dee-dee dee 
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