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As the festive season approaches we are yet to find out what restrictions we will be
expected to follow – as I write this, our Prime Minister will soon announce the framework of
the next set of responses to the virus and its spread.
This year the season of goodwill will test that goodwill to others if we are not able to
celebrate in the way we usually do, if we have to curtail our celebrations and make this
sacrifice so that the wider community benefit. It’s hard to think that changes in our own
lives can really impact on the health and well being of others, but for me, this pandemic
has highlighted the ways in which we are all connected, and the responsibility we have for
making that connection a positive one. It’s not easy to think about Christmas without the
ones we live – but more difficult still to imagine arriving at A and E to find that our hospitals
are full and cannot support us.
Please remember: Hands Face Space – even as you carve your turkey and touch
elbows under the mistletoe.

Material for the January issue should be submitted by 10th December to:
Denise Edinburgh
77 Westerley Lane
Shelley 602905

or

Julie Burnham
57 Far Bank
Shelley
602288

shelleymag@hotmail.com

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts:
Advertising rates are :Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00
Half page - one off - £12.00
Quarter page - one off - £8.00
.
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for
those editions.
Advert changes for April 2021 MUST be notified by March 1st 2021
Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form. If you produce
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your
work - we will set the article out appropriately.
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file,
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs.
If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise. Please ensure
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for
publication. It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be
withheld on request. Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not
necessarily those of the editors.
Advertising Manager

Lynn Parsley 27 Cleveland Way Shelley
Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk
Magazine Distribution:
J and B Keaveney (608569)
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:
Sheila Tarbatt (604470) starbatt2@gmail.com

01484 604780
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Dear All,
Thought it might be useful to have a round-up of news…please let me know of anything
you have been doing for the community to add to this newsletter….
The signs for the Open Spaces have been agreed with Signs Express – Martin lives in
Shelley so how handy is that! We are now waiting for approval from Kirklees as the signs
will in the main be on their land. We have decided to go high-tech with a QR code on the
signs going straight to the village website where more information on the nature, history
and community value of the sites can be explored – we hope they encourage greater use
of these sites. The Sports Noticeboard is waiting for the completion of the Boules Pitch.
Carol and David Rowatt have kindly agreed to manage the Sports Board and we hope
that sports clubs in the village will make use of the Board to advertise their fixtures etc.
The Boules Pitch and Toddlers Play Area and the general facelift of the Rec should
happen round about Christmas time – Kirklees have suggested they can add another
picnic bench so we have jumped at that.
The steps up the Whins was due to be tackled late November – but with this second
lockdown it is wait and see.
The project that has been finished this week is Stretchgates – what a success that is! The
re-surfacing and lighting of this path has made walking to the station , the shops in
Shepley and the fields a real pleasure – and it is environmentally friendly too. Today, a
Sunday, the path was as busy as Blackpool Front! Lots of families, dog walkers, shoppers
and small children on scooters – everyone very proud of this new amenity. Many thanks to
Cllr John Taylor for spearheading this project. As part of this regeneration there will be a
children’s play area on the old Firth’s Mill site – I am attaching the letter John has sent to
Shelley Magazine so you can have a sneak preview!
We are very lucky with all our Cllrs – John, Bill Armer, Richard Smith, Tricia Moores and
Ray Bray – if you have a problem, suggestion or need more information on anything
please do contact them – their contact details are in Shelley Mag and on the website.
They have needed our help with two Kirklees surveys recently – details on John’s letter.
The first is how we envisage the new Museum in Huddersfield to run and the second is
what improvements we would like to see with recycling in Kirklees – please do take part to
have your say. We have been told there may be a ‘wool bomb’ of Shepley/Shelley station
next year which sounds fun – details will be circulated as we receive them – a knitting
project for the dark days of winter perhaps?
Many of the niggles with signs in Shelley that were identified in Ask Shelley are being
rectified this month – and we should be getting some new bins quite soon.
We have decided to cancel the New Year’s Day Welly Walk as a community walk this year
– it has become a victim of its own success in a Pandemic – but the Walk is on the village
website and anyone can walk it –whenever you want.
The Xmas Dinner for older people who would otherwise be isolated is taking place on Dec
22nd – places are limited to 20 – please call Caroline on 480028 – for further details. The
SCA have followed their member’s advice to sponsor the hire of the Hall for this event.
There may be other older people in Shelley who are going to miss their families this
Christmas but who aren’t sure about going to the Village Hall – if this is you or you know of
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someone – please call Ann on 604486 and we’ll see what can be arranged so that you
know you are not forgotten.
I am not normally short of ideas but I do think it would be nice to turn Shelley into a
Festival of Light for the Xmas period – if anyone can organise this – or work out ways to
make sure those stuck in their own homes have a bit of Christmas cheer please let me
know.
With best wishes and a Very Happy Christmas and Peaceful and Healthy New Year to you
all,
Ann, Shelley Community Association

This months front cover is a design by Shelley Art Group member
Linda Downs

A History of Shelley Recreation Ground aka “The Park”
I do not know the date the recreation ground was opened but it was before the Shelley
Dreadnought corset took the empire by storm!
In 1856 Henry Fitton established his corset manufacturing business in Shelley and by
the year 1894 he was a major employer, well known and much respected. In that year
Shelley Urban District Council took over from Shelley Local Board with increased powers
which enabled it to create a recreation ground near to what is now Westerley Way,
together with an adjacent strip of land donated by Henry. He was a public figure in Shelley
and became Chairman of both Shelley Board School (Shelley FS) and Shelley Urban
District. But by 1906 he and his wife had emigrated to Queensland. Their son, Albert,
established his own corset manufacturing business in 1891 and it was he that produced
the Shelley Dreadnought corset in 1907, with advice to users not to wear it for longer than
3 years (although it is on record that many did!)
In 1937 to commemorate the Coronation of George VI a concrete shelter was erected at
the top of the rec. but unfortunately it was used for inappropriate behaviour, even before it
became a drugs den. By popular demand it was demolished in the early 1990’s.
On 1 April 1938, Shelley Urban District Council was taken over by the larger Kirkburton
Urban District Council. Around about this time some very heavy duty play equipment made
of metal and wood was installed at the top of the rec. it was all very robust and lasted
many years. There were two types of swings, a roundabout, a seesaw, and a slide.
I well remember visiting my godparents on Huddersfield Road with my mum and dad,
dressed in our Sunday best, which for me included a brand new pair of short trousers.
After tea, my godfather asked me if I would like to go on the swings on the rec. It was an
adventure for me as a little boy especially to go on the slide! It seemed enormous. There
were a lot of steps with a tremendous view from the top. There were no health and safety
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restrictions in those days. Children had no fear. They would queue all the way up the steps
and there was no bottling out when they got to the top! It was quite character building, and
apparently no one ever heard of anyone falling off. The slide was smooth and gleaming
with so much use! However, when we returned, my mum became very vocal in her rant at
my godfather and myself. There was a one inch rip in my new trousers! Help was at hand
however, as our next door neighbour was a mender in a mill. She invisibly mended the
trousers, skilfully drawing the threads together. Mum’s wrath flared up again when she got
the bill, seven shillings and sixpence! I realise that this is all trivia but nevertheless, it was
a memorable personal snapshot of the time, 1944, 76 years ago at the time of writing. The
rec. was quite isolated. There was no Westerley Way. Westerley Lane was accessed via
Water Lane from Far Bank and was just a farm track to fields. The Co-op abbatoir was
next to the rec where the bungalows are now at the bottom of Westerley Close. Between
the top of the rec. and Huddersfield Road was Sam Coe’s yard where he kept his haulage
vehicles, some of which served as floats in the 1953 Coronation parade in Shelley.
During World WarII, the iron gates at the entrance to the rec. were removed and in
common with other such gates and railings were used for the war effort. During the second
decade of this millennium, some decorative gates were discovered by Kirkburton Parish
Councillors in a Kirklees builders yard. They thought they were the long lost Coronation
gates. They fitted the gate posts perfectly and were painted up in black and gold. Local
people say that these were not the original gates which were taller but nevertheless, they
are an enhancement to the rec.
During the first two decades of this millennium, the rec. and it’s equipment have been
under threat but through the action of the Community Association, local residents and
Councillors, money has been raised for new equipment in the toddlers’ play area, picnic
tables, seats, a 5 a side pitch and basket ball pod and the footpath through the rec, from
Westerley Lane to Westerley Close has been tarmaced.
Further exciting improvements are in the pipeline which are already funded, and meet with
the approval of Kirklees Council which is also planning to plant decorative trees at
strategic positions at the top.
We can look forward to the future with optimism. Shelley may soon have its park!
Malcolm MacDonald
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Light up Shelley
This Christmas

Let’s add some sparkle to December to help those who have
been stuck at home for most of this year!

Light up your front lawns with lights, Christmas scenes and
messages of hope… we all need some
Xmas Cheer!
If you “go to town” let Shelley Facebook know..
And join in a “Jingle for Christmas” on Thursday
17th December at 7pm on your front door steps…
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Light up Shelley this Christmas
Shelley First School is running a Christmas Trail for the village from
the 11th to 14th December – Trail Entry Forms – details on Friends of
Shelley First School facebook page.
Light up Shelly – everyone is invited to light up their front lawns with
lights, scenes and messages during December to bring cheer to those
who cannot go far from their homes. Special “Jingle for Christmas” on
Thursday 17th December at 7pm.
Xmas meal for Elderly has been arranged by Chris, Caroline and Rev
Amanda – fully booked.
Are you going to miss family this Christmas as you are elderly,
shielding at home and alone? The village wants to make sure you
have a Christmas treat – either a delivered Christmas meal the week
before or a small gift….please call Ann on 604486 by Sunday 6th
December if you, or someone you know, would love this Santa surprise.
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Jingle for Christmas
Thursday 17th December at 7pm
Please sing or clap along or jingle those bells – make some noise!
Away in a manger
No crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down his sweet
head
The stars in the bright
sky
Looked down where he
lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep in the hay
The cattle are lowing
The baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus
No crying he makes
I love Thee Lord Jesus
Look down from the sky
And stay by my bedside
Till morning is nigh
Be near me Lord Jesus
I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever
And love me I pray
Bless all the dear
children
In Thy tender care
And take us to Heaven
To live with Thee there

Rudolph the Red-nosed
Reindeer
Had a very shiny nose
And if you ever saw it
You would even say it
glows
All of the other reindeer
Used to laugh and call
him names
They never let poor
Rudolph
Join in any reindeer
games

O little town of
Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and
dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by

Then one snowy
Christmas Eve
Santa came to say
Rudolph with your nose
so bright
Won’t you guide my
sleigh tonight?

For Christ is born of
Mary, and gathered all
above
While motals sleep the
angels keep
Their watch of
wondering love

Then all the reindeer
loved him
As they shouted out
with glee
Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer
You’ll go down in
history

O, Morning stars
together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God
the king and peace to
men on earth

Yet in thy dark streets
shineth, the everlasting
light
The hope and fears of
all the years
Are met in thee tonight

9
Happy, healthy and peaceful Christmas and New Year to all our readers and advertisers.

December 2020

Remember: Hands. Face. Space. Remain COVID aware

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one horse open sleigh

We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas
And a Happy New Year

Dashing through the snow
In a one-horse open sleigh
O’er the fileds we go
Laughing all the way
Bells on bobtail ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to ride and sing
A sleighing song tonight

Good tidings we bring to you and your
kin
We wish you a Merry Christmas
And a Happy New Year

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh, hey
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open-sleigh

We all want some figgy pudding
We all want some figgy pudding
We all want some figgy pudding
So bring some right here
We won’t go until we get some
We won’t go until we get some
We won’t go until we get some
So bring some right here
Good tidings we bring to you and your
kin
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIMES, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT
CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH
THEIR ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.
NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND
YOU WILL NOT GO TO COURT

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
Contact your local policing team on 101, or
FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999
Below is a link which will take you to Trading Standards website, where information can be
found in relation to Scams around Covid19. Please take time to read and share this
information and remember you will never be asked to pay for any testing regarding the
virus.
https://www.nationaltradingstandards.uk/news/beware-of-covid19-scams/
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CHURCH PAGES
This information was correct at the time the magazine went to print – details may
have changed, please check before attending any service mentioned below.
SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH
As I write this things remain uncertain as to what we will be able to do this Christmas.
Sadly our traditional carols by candlelight service will not be able to go ahead this year as
restrictions on congregational singing and issues over social distancing make it
impractical. So I do hope that you will still sing, whistle or hum carols this year in your own
homes and in your own way.
The hall will remain closed for activities and events until restrictions allow otherwise and
appropriate risk assessments are done. Then all being well we might be able to start to
think about welcoming groups back. I do have to emphasize however that we need to do
this properly in accordance with Methodist Church and Government guidelines.
We do hope to be opening the chapel for worship again on Sunday 6th December
10.30am After that we will meet on 13th and 20th at 10.30am and have a Christmas Day
service on 25th at 9.30am. There will be no service on 27th December.
Christmas this year will be very different. There will be many things that we normally do
that we cannot, but maybe instead we might find something different to do and in that
way still make Christmas special. We can also focus on the message of Christmas that
tells us God so loved the world that He sent his only begotten son. I believe God still loves
the world and is with us all at this difficult time. His light still shines even in the darkest of
places.
I pray that you will feel God’s love surrounding you this Christmas time and that His light
will guide us all into the New Year.
God Bless
Tim,
Rev Tiim Francis, Shelley Methodist Church

Welcome Packs
Carole Hepworth would like to remind everyone in Shelley that Welcome Packs
are available for new residents to Shelley. Please inform her if you know of
anyone new who has moved into the area.
Her telephone number is 608963
Or email steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH
Services and Events during December
(All at Emmanuel (Parish) Church unless otherwise stated)
Sundays
Service

9:30am (unless separately advertised.. see below) Holy Communion

COVID 19
Currently the church is permitted to celebrate services given some limitations:
Sunday Services; These are able to take place but with a limitation of 30 people
participating. Designated seating is labelled to allow the requisite
social distancing. Mask should be worn by the congregation.
Movement in about the church is guided by appropriate marking to
maintain social distancing. Communion can be taken but only of the
bread and not the wine.
Baptisms and Funerals. These services can take place in church but are limited to
30 people participating. Note:- check current regulations as this has
varied at different times.
OTHER SERVICES
Tuesday 22nd December 6:00pm A service of quite reflection for those who may find
Christmas a difficult time. Please phone ahead to check this service can
take place. 860657 or 609125
Christmas Eve 24th December
Communion
Christmas Day
Day

10:00am

11:30pm Midnight

A Family Service for Christmas

(non communion) at Emmanuel Church
Sunday 27th December 10:30am Morning Service
You may turn up on the day, but if you wish to be sure of a place, (we have room for more
than our usual congregation), please phone ahead to:. : 605755 or 609125
Church Contacts Baptisms and Weddings: Mrs Carol Robertshaw
Funerals

860657

Mr S Hughes 605755

Christingle Service
Sadly, we feel we cannot safely have this service this year.
Unfortunately, it has usually raised about £250 for the Children’s
Society. If you are able please send a donation to the Children’s
Society via the web site www.childrenssociety.org.uk
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HEALTH
What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed.
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the
emergency services on 999.
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do;
they will also need to know where you are.
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched
immediately.
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the
location of a local defibrillator.
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –
On the Shelley Village Hall –
98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car
park
On the Rising Sun Public House at
162 Penistone Road.
On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at
267 Huddersfield Road

Flu vaccinations 2020/21
(taken from Government press release 20 November 2020.
Adults over the age of 50 will be able to get their free flu vaccine from 1 December in the
next phase of this year’s expanded flu vaccination programme, the government has
confirmed.
Individuals aged 50 to 64 will be able to get a vaccine from their GP or pharmacy. This
significant new group can now be included in the flu programme, with the initial phase of
flu vaccinations well under way.
Flu vaccine uptake is higher in all vulnerable groups except pregnant women compared
with this time last year. Provisional data published by Public Health England on Thursday
20 November suggests 72.9% of those aged 65 and over, 45.0% of 2 year olds and 46.8%
of 3 year olds have had their vaccine.
GPs, trusts and pharmacists can order additional stock to vaccinate this new group from
the centrally secured government supply of over 7 million vaccines.
This has been secured amid high global demand for more flu vaccine and now means
vaccines can be provided to this group over December and into the New Year. There is
enough flu vaccine supply to vaccinate 30 million people throughout this year’s flu season
in England.
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CLUBS AND GROUPS
SHEPLEY BIRD & WILDLIFE GROUP
The Robin - Erithacus rubecola
Not a bird found on this year’s Local Garden List but, hey it is Christmas!
It was liked so much it unofficially became Britain’s National Bird in 1960. With its red
breast, upright carriage, prominent chest & large black eye what more is to be said?
Couple this with its almost inevitable appearance in the garden whenever soil is being
disturbed. Its melodic, wistful song throughout the year, often at night, complete a pleasing
picture.
Yet it wasn’t even always called “Robin”. Our forebears called it a “Ruddock” after its rusty
red breast. Secondly, only in Britain is it confiding, & attracted by human activity. On the
Continent it is a woodland bird, wilder & more skulking. Continental birds, especially
females, do migrate into Britain in Winter, their furtive behaviour often marking them out.
Whilst apparently ‘friendly’ to us, in Winter it’s no more mister nice guy. Then they can be
very aggressive to each other, chasing intruders from their territory. If they do square up to
each other eyes & legs can be damaged.
As for Britain’s National Bird ask the folk in the Shetlands where they are scarce. For me
the everywhere abundant wee Wren wins the title every time.
John Wheeler

SHELLEY BROWNIES
Just a little message to thank everyone for your lovely comments about the pictures that
we coloured and displayed throughout the village earlier this year. Our aim was to cheer
everyone up and we hope that we achieved it.
Remembrance Day was a little different this year with no church service but together with
the support of both churches, the Guides, Rainbows, the Rising Sun and Kirklees Parks
we were able to display poppies on the village green (and the church areas). Thank you to
everyone who helped create a beautiful display of respect under social distancing
measures!
During these challenging times when we have been unable to meet we have continued to
try to run Brownies through emails / Facebook and weekly newsletters to support our girls
and their families. Obviously we can’t fundraise in person so we have registered with
easyfundraising, which means you can now raise free donations for Shelley Brownies
when you shop online.
Easyfundraising has over 4,000 shops and sites which will donate to us at no extra cost to
yourself, including lots of big name retailers like John Lewis, Argos, Uswitch, eBay, M&S,
Just Eat, Now TV, Domino's Pizza and Audible. All you have to do is sign up to support us
using the link below. Then every time you shop online, go through the easyfundraising
website or App and we’ll receive a % of your spend as a free donation, at no cost to you or
us.
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We really need all the help we can get at the moment and any funds we raise will make a
big difference to us, so we’d really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and
support us. You can find our easyfundraising page
at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/shelleybrownies/?utm_campaign=raisemore&utm_content=c19-e1

SHELLEY CONSERVATION GROUP
Because of the current lockdown restrictions not much conservation work has been carried
out in recent months. Having said that, the small garden opposite Shelley Sports and
Social Club looks neat and well cared for and Pussy Lane has been clean and tidy
throughout the year. New Shelley Welly Walk markers have replaced old worn ones.
Thanks to all involved.
I hope to report on conservation work to be carried out in the near future if circumstances
permit. One thing that will take place is Kirklees sponsored tree planting but we will need
volunteers. More later!
Hope you did not miss seeing the rare Halloween blue moon on 31 October. It was
covered in cloud in the early evening but as it cleared it shone brightly through a rainbow
halo which is created by reflected light shining through ice crystals in the upper
atmosphere.
There has been quite a lot of nocturnal noise on the Whins this month with owls hooting
most nights and one night when it seemed that there was a barking contest between a fox
and a dog. I always think that it is the fox that is free to roam winding up a dog because it
does not have the same freedom.
Keep safe and make good use of all our village open spaces and walks.
Malcolm MacDonald

A little Christmas colouring
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LETTERS
Hello and just a quick note from our PTA. Friends of Shelley First School have recently
had a reshuffle and new members have joined the committee. Firstly let me introduce
myself, I'm Emma Pickersgill the new chair. You may have seen me involved in other
events in the village previously as I have been an active member of our community since
moving here 3 years ago. I work for the police full time and have 2 young children, 1 of
which attends the school. I'm so looking forward to raising money for the school and being
involved with our school family and community. I will be introducing the rest of the team to
you next month ☺️
We are bringing you some lovely events this Christmas. Including a virtual North pole visit
and gift for the school children, a raffle with fantastic prizes and a Christmas trail around
the village.
Raffle tickets can be purchased even if you don't have children at school by emailing
us: foss@shelleyfirstschool.co.uk Each ticket costs £1 and you can be in with a chance of
winning some lovely prizes all while raising money for school! Prizes include Amazon
vouchers, an Alexa, gift vouchers for various outlets, beauty sets, champagne, wine and
much more!
The Christmas trail will take place from 11th to 14th December where we will be "hiding"
the 12 days of Christmas around the village for children to find. Each entry is £1.50 and
when complete can be entered into a prize draw. Further details are available via our
Facebook page (Friends of Shellley First School.)
For any information on the above events or how you can be involved please contact us
either via Facebook or our email address as detailed above. Thank you!

You shop. Shelley Brownies gets money. For fre
Help us when you shop with 4,300 shops & sites. Join now.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
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As part of the follow up actions to the Ask Shelley initiative from last year I was asked if I
would write a short piece for the magazine to update on progress on Stretchgates and also
on plans for a new new children’s play area to be developed alongside a new
development at the bottom of the village on the old Firth’s Mill Site.
Regarding Stretchgates, the work is very much in
progress at the moment. As you can see from this
picture, the new surface is being laid. This is a
unique surface combining small stones and
recycled rubber tyres with a resin like glue which
creates a firm surface which is porous which
allows water to drain through it. I understand that
this surface will recycle around 200 car tyres
which is a great result!
You can see that the bollards, which have lights
in them, have been installed and I am now just
awaiting the resurfacing work to finish and then
the electricity can be connected to provide a
clean, safe and discreetly it link from the village
up to the Station.
At the old Firth’s Mill site, which is the land
bounded by Penistone Rd, Stretchgates and
Abbey Rd, there are proposals which have now received planning permission for 37
houses to be built. As part of the negotiations with the developer I have secured
agreement for a trim trail and children’s play area to be built on the lower half of the site,
which adjoins Shepley beck and is in a flood zone and so was always unsuited for house
building. I have attached below some sketches which show what the eventual play area
will look like and will be a welcome addition to the area, serving both Shelley and Shepley
communities. There will also be links out onto Stretchgates so creating access which is
away from the busy A629.
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Outline Plan of Firth’s Mill Site on Abbey Rd/Stretchgates

Examples of the Play Equipment to be installed alongside the Trim Trail.
I also thought I would take this opportunity of writing in the magazine to you to also pick up
two recent consultations which the Council is undertaking which are about issues which
are important to me and I am passionate about. The first of these is about the plans to
build a new Museum and Art Gallery in the Town Centre and the Council are currently
asking people what they would like to see that Museum and Art Gallery look like and you
can take part in this consultation by copying the link below into your internet browser.
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/mandg
The second one is in regard to how we recycle and manage our waste. You may recall
that I was planning on arranging a visit to the Recycling Centre in Huddersfield for Shelley
residents to give people an opportunity to better understand how we do process recycled
materials but this had to be put on hold due to the Covid-19 restrictions. Improving how
much we recycle is important and a way we can all do our bit to pass on to future
generations a world which is in a healthier state than the one we inherited. Kirklees are
currently consulting on how and what they should be recycling and I would strongly
encourage as many people as possible to have their say on this. Again, there is a link that
you need to copy and put into your browser.
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/bins-and-recycling/kirklees-waste-strategyengagement.aspx
I do hope you’ll all contribute your thoughts on what we can all do to help reduce the
amount of waste that we throw away. Thanks John
Councillor John J Taylor email johnj.taylor@kirklees.gov.uk mob 07831810096
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Hello to all in Shelley
I hope you are all in good health, and will remain so.
November 8th was, of course, Remembrance Sunday. Because of COVID it was also
the strangest such day that I can recall, but I wish to congratulate the Reverend Amanda
for organising a very touching and appropriate, if severely curtailed, service at Emmanuel
Church. In some ways, the stark simplicity of the event served to make it even more
poignant than usual and I was honoured to be able to represent the Parish Council by
laying a poppy wreath.
Shelley paid respectful homage to the fallen, and it did occur to me that there was
revealed a deep and meaningful truth: it matters little how we remember the fallen, but it
matters greatly that we do. Whilst war is a great evil, the sacrifice of those who served and
fell in the defence of their country and its ideals is a source of collective pride and above
all gratitude. That being said, I sincerely hope that no future generation is ever called upon
to repeat their sacrifice. The most important point, for me, in remembering these great
sacrifices is in order that we may learn the lessons of yesterday. This World has seen, and
in places still sees, far too much warfare and bloodshed but, God willing, we may just be
learning the truth of Churchill’s words: “jaw-jaw is better than war-war”.
As I write this in mid-November we are back in COVID lockdown and locally the rate of
infection, and of hospital bed occupancy, is rising. Remembrance Sunday brought it home
to me that, onerous and irksome as the continuing restrictions may be, the 1914-1918 and
1939-1945 generations often had a much worse time of things. We might chafe at the loss
of liberty, but this is temporary and there is hope of an effective vaccine on the horizon.
The important thing to remember about COVID restrictions is that by-and-large they are
not for our individual benefit, but for that of others. We are asked to protect society first
and foremost, and especially those made extra vulnerable by age or a medical condition,
with the added value that we also make things safer for ourselves. Whatever the current
rules may be as you read this, do please follow them closely. Even if that means a rethink
on what shape the Christmas festivities might take this year.
Kirklees Council is in the midst of something of a reorganisation and as part of this we
have two new Strategic Directors with sometimes overlapping responsibilities for
environmental and Highways issues. It just so happens that these are the areas which are
of great concern to many of you, so it is absolutely no coincidence that I have already
engaged with these new Officers!
As a result, I have site meetings arranged in the Ward to discuss the clearing of
vegetation and the maintenance of footpaths and pavements, including in Red Hill and the
Whinns. Coupled with the appointment of a new dedicated Ward Environmental Ranger to
replace the much-missed Bob Comer, and a revamped management structure, the long
awaited and much promised improvements in service delivery do seem to be imminent. I
will certainly keep pressing for continued progress in tackling what I see as years of
neglect.
Inconsiderate driving (and parking) is still a matter of concern in the village. My
colleagues Richard Smith, John Taylor and I continue to work closely with local Police to
address this. A number of speeding fines have been issued in Red Hill and elsewhere.
As ever, please feel free to contact me if there is anything I can help with – tel.
01484 314314 or email bill@gmx.ca. Please do take care, for yourself and others, whilst
COVID remains a risk.
With my best wishes for Christmas and New Year to you all,
Bill
(Bill Armer, Parish and Ward Cllr)
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Changing times - thrift
All my life until recent years, people have been encouraged to save. During World War II
people were encouraged to buy War Saving Certificates to be held for 10 years. By
arrangement, some employers deducted money from employees wages to fund the
purchase of the certificates. Similarly schoolchildren were encouraged to invest in a
savings account, money being collected by teachers at school and then paid Into the
Huddersfield and Upper Agbrigg Savings Bank on Buxton Road, now long gone! For
years, interest was credited annually on 20 November at the rate of two and a half per
cent. The savings ethic was so drummed into us kids that we could scarcely contain our
excitement as the day approached to have our bank books updated. We had to have a
sneak peek at our books before we had even left the steps of the bank! The motivation for
saving was that one day we would get married and would need the money to buy a house.
In the early 1980’s it became more and more difficult to buy a house on a mortgage. Rates
rocketed up to 15 .5% in some cases. Similarly, interest rates for investors increased
rapidly to around 10.25 %, sufficient for some people to consider changing their cars
when interest was credited to their accounts.
For the last few years global interest rates have been on the decline like never before to a
point where people wonder why they should consider saving at all! Fortunately, the low
rates favour mortgage holders and it now is easier to buy property. Some investment
accounts are currently offering only 0.01% which means that an investment of £100 would
yield an annual interest of just one penny. It is not just children that would be
underwhelmed! The next logical step could be that banks could actually charge us for
looking after our money!
It seems that nobody wants our money. Successive Governments have encouraged us to
lend them our money but worldwide it is no longer the case. They print money when they
need it, a practice called “quantitive easing”. Not long ago countries who did that were
classed as “banana republics”.
How times have changed!
Malcolm MacDonald

My Grandma’s Christmas pudding recipe – possibly post-war Bero recipe
4oz self raising flour
Pinch of salt
Grating of nutmeg
4oz sugar
4oz suet
4oz currants
4oz sultanas
4oz grated carrots
Grated apple
2oz mixed peel
Lemon – grated rind and juice
2 eggs + milk
Mix everything together and steam for 6 hours – a thrifty pud – works every time
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FUN, COMMUNITY and ROTARY
Don’t ‘switch off’ just yet; persevere to the end, it won’t take long.
Rotary is a network of 1.2m people, like you and me, from a wide range of cultures and all walks of
life, helping to make the world and local communities better places.
As your local Rotary club, among other things we help the communities we serve through
sponsoring local Youth Leadership Development, running local school technology tournaments,
tending railway station planters, gifting dictionaries to local schools, supporting local hospices and
local or national charities, litter picking, ‘pop up’ blood pressure testing or a host of other
projects. We also regularly contribute towards Polio eradication*, clean water provision in various
parts of the world, fund Shelter Boxes and Aquaboxes and other assistance for disaster areas at
home and abroad.
Note the stress on ‘local’
It is the people who achieve the end result and, most importantly, they have fun doing it!
The ‘fun’ element is worth stressing. Our club is a brilliant, supportive and friendly social
environment for members and guests and, most importantly, enjoys a superb collective sense of
humour.
A few years back I saw a sign something along the lines of: “Whether or not you are a Rotarian you
have benefited from what Rotary does. Rotarians make the world safer, healthier, and more
peaceful.”
The longer I spend in Rotary the truer this seems to be.
The more members we have, the more we can achieve.
We are always grateful for public support in buying raffle tickets, attending our charity concerts
and events. We’d really like your support by you joining us. You never know – it just could be for
you. Don’t wait to be invited – invite yourself.
OK, thanks for getting this far. To find out more please call me on 07484 820419 or email me
mtaggisrotary@gmail.com
Malcolm Tagg
Denby Dale and District Rotary Club
*Polio Eradication – around 35 years ago one Rotarian had the notion that Rotary should promise to rid the world of
polio. The idea took root and from an infection rate, then, of 1000 new cases per day, the infection rate worldwide
this year has been fewer than 300 in total. The work goes on. Africa was declared Polio free in September. This leaves
only Pakistan and Afghanistan where it remains endemic. Polio cannot be cured, only prevented.
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