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DECEMBER 2022                                    No. 495 
 
We have one or two articles with a local history theme this month. Some might say that we 
should think of the future, not the past, but our history, be it of our locality or our family, 
make us who we are.  The magazine will always be pleased to receive articles like this. 
 
It is pleasing to hear that the re-surfacing of Cleveland Way and Grampian Close is 
imminent. It is work which is long overdue.  What a pity that similar work in the Westerleys 
is yet again postponed.  Perhaps in the current economic climate we should be grateful 
that it has not actually been cancelled.  Whatever the cause of our economic problems, 
Covid, the war in Ukraine, Brexit or government incompetence, we are faced with a difficult 
winter.  Please be kind to each other. 
 
We hope that all our readers will enjoy a peaceful and happy Christmas. 

Material for the January issue should be submitted by FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
 

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 

Advert changes for April 2023 MUST be notified by March 1st 2023 
 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
 

Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we may have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended 
for publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 

Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 
Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  bookings-shelleyvillagehall@mail.com    
Please note the new email address.
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 
SHELLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 

Shelley Community Association 
Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 14th November 2022 

15 Attended incl Cllr Bill Armer and P Cllr Ray Bray, 2 Apologies received 
 

The SCA was saddened to hear of the death of Jackie Fitches, a Shelley stalwart who was a 
Barden girl, born in Shelley and whose family ran the Barden Size and Glue works at the bottom of 
Shelley which supplied the glue for the early aeroplanes flown by our pilots in World War One. She 
was passionate about doing practical good in Shelley – she was an early founder of Shelley 
Community Association, she was part of the first team of Shelley Magazine collators, she was a 
Kirkburton Parish Councillor representing Shelley and she ran the village-wide Poppy Appeal 
raising funds for the Royal British Legion. We could always call on Jackie to help at community 
events – she had a wonderful sense of humour, a desire to look after people especially children, 
and a forthright way with her – she was the nearest thing Shelley can boast of as an aristocratic 
Lady of the Manor. She will be missed. 

 
Veteran Hub: The meeting opened with a short talk from Linda Rudkin who is hoping to open a 
Veteran Hub for anyone who has served in the armed forces. Linda has lots of experience – she 
and all her family have been military personnel and she knows that HD8, where she is 
concentrating support, has at least 200 veterans. Some of these are not accessing all the help they 
could, and there is perhaps a sense of isolation among veterans and the idea is that a Veteran Hub 
might help support them and partners and family. 
As an initial step Linda has organized an inaugural meeting in Shelley Village Hall on Weds 14th 
Dec between 2 and 4pm with brews and cakes so you can help Linda shape this new venture. 
Please just drop in or call 860077 or look at https://www.ddc.org.uk/ruralveteranhub 

 
Chair’s Report: 
Christmas Tree Exhibition at Emmanuel Church on 10th and 11th Dec – Carol Ward is kindly 
creating the Tree for the SCA – 20 trees are to be displayed at the church with refreshments 
available at this festive event. 
 
Coronation of King Charles 3rd: If you think Shelley should hold a Coronation event like the event 
for the Platinum Jubilee please let David and Carol know by email – the.rowatts@gmail.com If 
there is interest then something might be arranged. A lasting legacy might also be appropriate – 
what do you think? Perhaps based on the King’s interest in the environment or young people – do 
you have any ideas? 
 
‘Growing Colour Together’ – Carol Rowatt is booked on the session and will report back. 
 
Skipton Building Society are taking our votes until the 9th Dec – just pop in to their Huddersfield 
branch to vote for the SCA 
 
Poppy Appeal in Shelley – Malcolm was thanked for organising Shelley’s village-wide Poppy Appeal yet 

again. Malcolm and Lorna take the tins to our businesses, pubs, churches and the school and stand with 

others at Dobbies Garden Centre for a weekend too. The Poppy Appeal has been very well supported in 

Shelley this year and all thanks to Malcolm and Lorna for the mammoth task of arranging it! 

 
Constituency Change: Shelley is due to change Constituency at the next General Election and will 
be in the Wakefield West and Denby Dale Constituency. We have been part of the Wakefield 
Constituency in the past. You can comment on www.bcereviews.org.uk  
 
Concerns about street safety? Meet local NPT Officers at Kirkburton Library on Weds 14th Dec 
between 11am and 12.30pm to air your concerns.  
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Treasurer’s Report: Outgoings include spending on a new boiler, roof inspection and hob repair. 
 
Village Hall report: The Village Hall will be closed between 28th and 30th November for the 
installation of a new central heating boiler which will be more efficient and so help with energy 
savings. 
 
Environment Report: 
David of SCEG reported on work the group has undertaken on Healey Greave Meadow including 
creating space around the fruit trees and over the weekend of the 12th Nov planting 120 trees 
donated by the Woodland Trust. Amazing work by just 7 people! 
Louis Stokes has kindly donated 4kg of wildflower seed for The Bridle Meadow and Andy Wickham 
of Kirklees has given the group daffodil and crocus bulbs to plant.  
 
Kirkburton Parish Council: Remember KPC has grants for community groups – check out their 

website. Previously groups could roll-over applications from year to year but this is no longer the case. 

 
Kirklees Report: Bill reported that the council is urgently reviewing their financial position in light of 
inflation and they are cutting back on spending with an immediate freeze on most recruitment and 
asking staff to wfh. Bill is sure services are going to drop again as 400 frontline jobs are anyway 
unfilled. 
Cleveland Way and Grampian Close are to be re-surfaced later this month but Westerly Lane and 
Way are deferred. 
The path to Roydhouse has been re-laid, overhanging foliage on Huddersfield Road cut back and 
the verges on Penistone Road near Shelley Bank Service Station have also been cut back. 
 
Social and Community Events: The Welly Walk is confirmed with Helen Bolton leading the short 
walk and David Rowatt and Damian Stansfield leading the long walk. Refreshments of soup, tea 
and coffee will be served in Shelley Village Hall. If you are able to help please let Carol know on 
the.rowatts@gmail.com or just turn up during the morning. All mince pies and chocolates for 
walkers gratefully received. There will be a bucket for donations to SCA on the Walk. 
 
Next year’s Garden Festival confirmed for Sun 25th June – if you have never opened before please 
consider it this year. 
 
Date of next meeting: Mon 12th Dec at 7.30 pm in Shelley Village Hall – all are very welcome. 

 
BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 
 
This year £2,943 was collected in the Shelley area. Many thanks to Dobbies who allowed 
us to have a table in store  on 2 separate days, the small band who manned the table and 
the 3 people who did house to house collections. Emmanuel church collected an amazing 
amount on Remembrance Sunday. 
This year we were fortunate to have the use of a card reader for a short time and it made a 
difference! 
 
If you would like to help man a table at Dobbies for an hour or 2 next year, during 
Remembrancetide, please let me know. 
 
Malcolm MacDonald 
 
Poppy Appeal Organiser 
Shelley 
 
01484 609032 
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FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP CAFÉ 
 
It is 1 year since we reopened the cafe after the ‘Covid’ lockdowns. 
In those 12 months we have welcomed many new faces. 
We have had a visit from our local M.P. 
We have celebrated Bonfire Night, Christmas, the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee with a fabulous outside party. 
We had a great afternoon on the Whistlestop Valley Light 
Railway with a sumptuous afternoon tea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We completed several quizzes. 
All of us have made new friends whilst eating delightful 
cakes baked by our volunteers. 
HERES TO THE NEXT 12 MONTHS 
 
The café is open on the 1st and 3rd Friday of every month 
from 2pm until 4pm in Shelley Village Hall 
We welcome guests who are bereaved, are lonely, and 
also those who have memory loss and their carers. 
DON’T BE SHY, GIVE US A TRY 
Contact 
Jill - 07804 417271 Alison - 07969 579230 

 
 
 
 

Concerns about street safety?  

Meet local NPT Officers  

at Kirkburton Library  

on Weds 14th Dec 

between 11am and 12.30pm  

to air your concerns. 
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MAGAZINE NEWS 
 
Ad updates: 
Post Office Van now only calls at Shelley on Tuesdays.  
Anna Bushell’s Celebrant’s email address is now: office@celebrant.co.uk 

 
 

VILLAGE INFORMATION 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jackie Fitches and Brenda Wilkinson 

 

It is with great sadness that I write this after losing two of my lovely clients that I will miss 
deeply. Jackie Fitches and as Jackie would have called her Brenda Mary Smiff (Smith) / 
Wilkinson were two lovely kind ladies that have been coming to the salon for 25 years. I’ve 
known both the ladies in the village of Shelley since I was a little girl, but not until I got 
older, did I admire them and respect them so much. A lot of you will remember Jackie for 
her Charity Coffee Mornings and doing her poppies for the Royal British Legion. 
 
I’ve spent so many hours this last year with Jackie, helping her with her shopping, taking 
her to the optician and doing her hair. But the best bit was the chats after with a coffee and 
about 8 biscuits that I had to eat, bless her I can hear her saying it now “ get them biscuits 
eaten I’m not putting them back in the tin”. I would get her a large bag of bird seed, she 
loved her birds and anything else she could feed, a fox, a badger but particularly her two 
cats Tommy and Kizzy.  
 
Both Jackie and Brenda were teachers and loved children. Jackie always had lots of 
children’s books in the house, she bought many from the book club that I sold in the shop, 
but we always had to hide them from her niece, Nicky and son Nicholas as they would say, 
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“Who are they for now?” She would probably say something like for Dr Shaw’s children, or 
Spencer and Thomas down the lane. She was so kind and generous, a real trouper 
 
Losing this generation is so sad, real village characters. However both these ladies told 
me many times they had had a lovely life but were getting tired. Brenda was 90 and Jackie 
93. I think they had enjoyed life and now it is time for them to rest and I’m sure many of 
you will miss them deeply. I send my love to both families. 
 
Friends together again, 
Jackie and Brenda. 
Rest in Peace. 
 
Lots of Love, Claire Moore (Hairdresser and friend). 

 
A SHELLEY HERO 
 
The Barden family had a great cause for celebration in 1925. That was the year in which 
Minnie Barden gave birth to a son, Alfred. The Bardens owned the glue and size works at 
Bank Bottom,  Shelley. Cecil Barden was delighted as he and Minnie had 3 daughters and 
he wanted a son to carry on the family business. He invited business and prominent men 
in the village to attend the Rising Sun Inn to “wet the baby’s head”. There was such a 
response that the village virtually closed down for the day and much ale was drunk! This 
being a Saturday meant that there were no Sunday joints delivered! Rumour has it that 
one of the participants woke up at the bottom of the slope behind the pub the morning 
after! 
 
Captain WE Johns was a pilot in World War I. In the early days of aviation he lived a 
charmed life, engaging in dog fights with enemy pilots. He wrote books about his and other 
young pilots’ experiences, most famously, his Biggles books.  
In total he wrote 97 of them which were compulsive reading for young boys keen on 
adventure. Johns’ first book was “The camels are coming” written in 1932. This referred to 
the biplane the Sopwith Camel which was the most successful  allied fighter in World War 
I, destroying 1,294 enemy planes, remarkable since it didn’t come into service until 1917. 
The young Alfred would certainly have read this book, given that the Bardens supplied the 
glue for the manufacture of the Sopwith Camel which, in those early days had a wooden 
fuselage and canvas wings! 
 
In 1943, Alfred, still a teenager and looking younger than his 18 years(he had only just 
started to shave) signed up for the Royal Air Force Voluntary Reserve and became an Air 
Bomber. His duty was to direct the pilot until the bombs were released and take a photo to 
prove the operation had been completed. In a mission over axis occupied Italy, their 
bomber was damaged and the pilot was wounded and unable to continue. As part of his 
duties as an Air bomber, Alfred would have received some flying training so that he could 
act as reserve pilot in an emergency. He took over the controls and flew the plane to the 
newly liberated Tunisia where the plane was repaired to the state of airworthiness. Tunisia 
has long been a producer of oranges which since the beginning of the war in 1939 were 
unobtainable in England. Despite the fact that he would have to fly the plane back to 
England in a single flight, over France, still partly occupied  by the Germans, he 
anecdotally “filled the plane with oranges”! 
 
On his safe return to England, he sought to capitalise on this flying experience by 
badgering Air Ministry for a commission to Pilot Officer. He was told that if his wish was 
met, he would become the youngest commissioned officer in the RAF. Alfred pressed the 
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point and did not see that this should be an obstacle. Air Ministry conceded and gave him 
his commission!  In his short home leave, he visited a tailor in Leeds and was measured 
up for his Pilot Officer’s dress uniform. He never got to wear it. On the night of 22 October 
1943, his squadron of 8 flew in a Handley Page Halifax aircraft  from his base at Holme - 
on  - Spalding - Moor on a bombing raid to Kassel, central Germany but crashed at Buhne, 
north west of Kassel. There were no survivors. The crew are buried in the Hanover War 
Cemetery, managed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.  
 
Alfred and 2 of his crew weren’t even old enough to vote! 
 
The Bardens have a dedicated window in Emmanuel Church, Shelley, part of the window 
is dedicated to Alfred. It depicts the RAF wings and  motto, “Per ardua ad Astra”, meaning 
“through adversity to the stars”. Also a quote from the gospel according to St. John, 15:13 
Greater love hath no man than this, than a man lay down his life for his friends”.  A 
photograph of Alfred stands in front of this window. 
  
Alfred’s younger sister, Jackie Fitches, who sadly died last month, was very proud of her 
brother and never ceased to grieve for him but in a rare moment, she gave me a very 
graphic report of his short life and showed me his uniform still hanging in her wardrobe. 
Because she was so sensitive, she asked me not to publish Alfred’s story, but because 
she too has now passed away, I doubt whether she would mind as it is part of the history 
of Shelley, the village she dearly loved. 
 
Malcolm MacDonald 

 
 

COUNCIL AND CONSTITUENCY CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 
Hello to all in Shelley 
I have been expecting it for some time now. In view of inflation and in particular soaring 
heating and lighting costs, Kirklees Council has announced an urgent review of its financial 
position and is looking at both revenue and capital sides of the balance sheet. At the time 
of writing, in mid-November and before the Government Autumn Statement, it is still 
unclear what final decisions will be made. However, it has already been stated that there 
will be an immediate freeze on recruitment, or use of agency staff, with the only exception 
being for “posts that are critical to life and limb”, and there will be an expectation that the 
number of Kirklees officers working from home will continue and may be expanded. 
 
In conjunction with the latter, the Council will be looking, initially, to “mothball” as many of 
its buildings as possible with a focus on office accommodation. This may lead in the 
medium term to buildings being sold-off or leased out, but in the interim is intended to save 
on heating and lighting costs. In Shelley, and Kirkburton ward more generally, this will 
have a minimal impact because there are few Kirklees buildings, and no offices. I believe 
that Cliffe House at Shepley will continue to operate as normal, and I am assured that all 
libraries will also continue to operate as usual (you can check on opening hours for 
Kirkburton or Shepley Library by phoning 01484 414868).  
 
There is no doubt that, as a Nation, we face difficult times ahead. Many of you will, like me, 
remember the 1970s and the problems caused in part by the OPEC oil crisis. My parents 
had vivid memories of the 1920s international financial problems which fed into the 
Depression of the 1930s. We have faced hard times in the past, and got through them. We 
will do so again. 
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There are a number of potential sources of help in or near the ward. Perhaps the best 
place to start looking is a Council webpage - https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/cost-of-
living/food-support.aspx - and if you are in difficulty I do advise taking a look at it. If you 
know of anyone who could benefit but is unable to use the internet, please consider 
helping them with this. During the pandemic Shelley showed itself remarkably capable of 
helping others, displaying a great sense of togetherness and exemplary community spirit. 
Just a reminder that the libraries remain part of the Kirklees Warm Spaces scheme, and 
residents are invited to go along during opening hours to keep warm in cold weather.  
Apart from saving on heating at home, the libraries provide free WiFi internet and access 
to computers. This is an opportunity to socialise whilst you look up your options. 
 
I sincerely hope that, by the time you read this, the resurfacing work in Cleveland Way and 
Grampian Close will be nearing completion. I have not heard anything to suggest 
otherwise. I am not as sanguine about Westerley Way/Lane, given that Kirklees have said 
that “all new expenditure” will be “scrutinised” at high level. Work there has already been 
postponed until next year, but I have not been told that it will not proceed, so one can only 
hope that it goes ahead. Remaining with roads, please do continue to report potholes and 
other defects as usual. The preferred way is by using the Council’s online “Report It” 
facilities, but I am always happy to take reports of any manner of problems on my official 
email: bill.armer@kirklees.gov.uk. Times may be hard, but the Council still has a job to do. 
 
With my best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to you all,  Bill. 
(Bill Armer, Kirklees and Parish Cllr, Tel 01484 314314. Email bill@gmx.ca) 

 
Hello, 
 
In past Christmas editions of our Shelley magazine, I have written about the festive season 
and how for some it can be less than festive. Christmas, the time of year when people 
expect others to be full of Christmas cheer as much as they themselves are. Sadly, this is 
not always the case, especially for those who live on their own, as Christmas can be a 
very lonely time of the year. Christmas is a time for family gatherings, reflection and future 
hopes, along with hope for others who may be living in war zones such as Ukraine and 
other conflicted countries around the world. 
 
Last year some very dear friends from Highburton invited me to their home as I was once 
again living on my own after the sudden death of my partner. Sitting across from an empty 
chair eating a meal does not make for a pleasant evening, especially on Christmas day. 
Christmas for me was different, but in the midst of friends I got through the day. 
 Loneliness can be the destroyer of souls, some time ago I came across a short saying 
which went like this : “If you live to be a hundred I hope I live to be a hundred minus one 
day, so that I never have to live a day without you”. Can we call or phone a person whom 
we may know who lives on their own and personally wish them well? When we close our 
door at night, we have just shut the world out from our lives until the following day, not 
through choice. 
 
How high the cost of living will increase cannot be calculated. This worldwide event is 
having an effect on everyone’s lives, not just the people of the UK. Weekly I see the 
contents of my shopping bag shrinking, whilst its cost is rising. The heating is used 
sparingly until I can get some idea of what it is costing me. My provider only bills their 
customers twice a year, which means I shall have to keep my eye on my monthly usage 
set against payments to see if they are covering the cost of the energy used. Life was so 
much simpler when I was a child. 
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Recently I was speaking with Vanessa, a lovely lady, who runs some of Shelley’s uniform 
groups. The topic of our conversation was centred on funding. I was hoping to encourage 
her to apply for a PC grant to help with purchasing equipment etc. Hopefully she will take 
me up on my suggestion, as both Bill and I would love for more local groups young and old 
to apply. So, please come forwards. 
 

The darker nights are now upon us, and we need to take more care when we are out and 
about on foot. Motorists do not see pedestrians as easily, we therefore need to take 
appropriate actions by wearing clothing which reflects street lighting and headlights or 
carry an object which is light reflective. 
 

To those who celebrate Christmas, have a great time and a wonderful New Year. And let 
us hope and pray that events both at home and around the World improve. Merry 
Christmas to the Caldwell family, who I have not seen in a while. 
 

Ray Bray (PClr) 

************ 
This last week has seen a number of tributes and acts of Remembrances here locally and 
also whilst down in Westminster, I do try to attend as many as I can and I know how 
important these are to all our villages and communities.  
 

Remembrance honours those who have served, or continue to serve, to defend and 
protect our democratic freedoms and way of life. From the emergency services who 
defend us from terrorist attacks to the soldiers who helped communities build strong 
defences when Storm Ciara caused devasting floods in Yorkshire, to the volunteers who 
help during times of national crisis. This year, we remember everyone who has stood up to 

defend our way of life during conflict and national 
emergencies.   
 

Last year the Speaker of the House of Commons 
opened the first ever Constituency Garden of 
Remembrance at the House of Commons, where 
I, alongside many Members of Parliament, planted 
Remembrance stakes dedicated to my 
constituents.  On Monday 7 November, this was 
opened again, I attended the opening ceremony. It 
was an incredibly moving service, and I was 
honoured to plant a Remembrance stake on 
behalf of my constituency. 

 

As I am writing this report I am looking forward to visiting Shelley First School as part of 
Parliament week where I will get to explain the role of an MP, answer questions and 
hopefully organise a mini parliament for the students to take part it. I have held these in 
schools across the constituency each year and it is great to see the enthusiasm from all 
the students and teachers involved. 
 

This week also find me finally getting to visit Shelley Hedgehogs which I know is a well 
loved and supported local charity which does invaluable conservation work and helps 
protect one of our local wild animals that are constantly at risk. A great local charity. 
 

I am also currently working with my colleague Jason McCartney, MP for Colne Valley, to 
tackle speeding in our towns and villages which is raised at almost every community event 
I attend throughout the constituency. We recently held a meeting with the Mayor of West 
Yorkshire, Tracy Brabin and the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime, Alison Lowe OBE, 
to discuss the results of the campaign we have been running and explore what can be 
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done to tackle an issue. It is clear that this is an important issue to everyone, and we will 
continue to push the Mayor to make this a key priority for policing moving forward.  
 

I am also pleased with the number of young people who got involved in my Christmas 
Card competition again this year, I think we have had a record number of entries and this 
closes this week and I will be sharing the winner and getting the cards ordered shortly.   
 

As you know I enjoy getting out and about across the constituency and am looking forward 
to attending as many events in the forthcoming festive season as possible and hope to 
have see a number of you at them in the remainder of the year.  It just remains for me to 
wish each every one of you a Happy Christmas and let’s hope that the New Year is a good 
one for us all. 
 

As always, the team and I are here to help. Please feel free to contact me via email: 
mark.eastwood.mp@parliament.uk or telephone 01924 939 007. 
 

A CHRISTMAS TALE 

Twelve Days to Christmas 
Neil Richardson 

 

December 12th, 2020.  

Outside a Grade II cottage in the almost Covid-free North Pole, crisp snow lay six inches deep, 
while flakes bigger than pinecones fluttered endlessly against its little windows. Inside, with heavy 
velvet curtains drawn against the wicked cold, Santa sat at a solid mahogany desk, his quill pen 
jotting figures across columns within a thick ledger: workshop elves had been promised a bonus, 
but the herd’s feed costs had undoubtedly risen. It was almost one ‘o clock. He paused, stretched 
across the desk for a small glass, and poured his second VSOP of the afternoon.  

Someone knocked at the door, a sharp, double rap designed not only to attract attention but also 
warn of serious intent – this caller meant business. ‘Come in!’ 

It was Rudolph. He strode forward confidently, stopping with care at the edge of a fake polar bear 
rug. Nearby, in Santa’s marble fireplace, tall yellow flames performed their silent rumba. ‘Hi boss. I 
think we’ve got a problem’. 

‘A problem?’, Santa raised his bushy white eyebrows to full extent, ‘and only twelve days to 
Christmas?’. ‘A problem, despite our Zoom training sessions and successful test flight last 
Wednesday?’ He felt uncomfortable about the way Rudolph’s nose was fluctuating between bright 
cherry and warm pink. 

‘Well, that flight got me and the guys talking. Sure, our fast climbs and 
landings were fine, a big improvement on last December’. Then, copying an 
interrogation technique seen in Taggart, he pushed his formidable antlers 
forward, and spoke very quietly, ‘You know how the harness –‘. 

‘Hold on,’ Santa interrupted bluntly, ‘do you mean that harness, the one my 
grandfather made himself, with his own hands, from best European leather?’.  

‘Yes, a brilliant design boss, light and comfy, it’s just, well, we’re too close 
together.’              

Then how the reindeers loved him  As they shouted out with glee 

"Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer, You'll go down in history”. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 

Have you heard about the Street Safe Website? 
 
StreetSafe is a UK wide service for anyone to anonymously tell us about public places 
where you have felt or feel unsafe, because of environmental issues, such as street 
lighting, abandoned buildings or vandalism and/or because of the behaviour of other 
people. 
 
Reporting areas where you feel unsafe allows your local NPT and Council to make your 
area safer and feeling safer. 
 
 Please note: 'StreetSafe' is not for reporting crime or incidents. 
If something has happened to you or someone you know (including in public spaces 
online) you can call us on 101 or 999 if it is an emergency. 

  
To report a crime, please ring 101. Always dial 999 in an emergency or report to 

  

        

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

KINDLING 

WOOD 

FOUR BAGS 

DELIVERED 

01484 609548 
 

 

 
Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
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CHURCH PAGES 
 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH   Services and Events during December 
2022 

Regular Services: 

• Sundays 4th 11th 18th 10.00am Holy Communion Service followed by 
refreshments 

• Christingle Sunday Sunday 4th 5.00pm 

• Christmas Eve Saturday 24th 11.30pm 

• Christmas day Sunday 25th 10.00am 

• Wednesday 7th 14th 21st 2.00pm  A short service of Holy Communion 
followed by refreshments and a chat everyone welcome 

 If you need a lift to this service please ring Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Events  

• Messy Church at the Methodist Hall Saturday 3rd December 4.00pm 

• Christmas Tree Festival Saturday 10th 10.00am - 4.00pm and Sunday 11th 
12.00 noon - 4.00pm 

  See separate ads for full details 

 For groups and individuals who will display a tree, the preparation times are  
 Friday 9th for setting up and Monday 12th for taking down 10.00am to 
 4.00pm 

 Church Contacts 

 Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033 

 Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755   

 

 

 

SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Services for December 

Nov 27th Toy Service – Rev T Francis 
Dec 4th Mr Nixon 
Dec 11th Vine Service 
Dec 18th Carol Service 6pm Rev T Francis 
Dec 25th Christmas Day 9.30am 
1st Jan  Joint service at Dalton 

 

An item of jewellery was found at the Methodist Hall on 11/11/22.  It is being kept safe by 
Helen, the Brownie Leader until its owner is found.  If anyone wants to discuss further or 
think it’s theirs please contact Helen on 07793562367. 
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Emmanuel Church Roof Repair Committee invite you to a 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL IN CHURCH 

Entrance Free  
 

Saturday 10th December 10.00am to 
4.00pm. Sunday 11th December 

12 noon to 4.00pm  
 

Come and Judge the Best Christmas Tree. 
 

There will be Children’s Crafts,  

a Christmas Stall, Produce & Cakes,  

a Raffle, a Tombola & much more. 

Teas & coffee served through the 

day.  
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REMINISCENCE 
 

I remember when Shelley had six public houses, five arable farms, four butchers, three 
small convenience stores, two fish and chip shops, acoop with van, three textile mills and 
almost every tradesman you can think of, including a clog maker. 
 
I remember characters – Sam Coe in his van, Joe Addy on the tractor, Helen and Bertha in 
the chip shop, Norris the postman, Jimmy Yeadon the insurance man, and Emmerson – 
an itinerant farm worker – who came to Shelley each summer to help with the haymaking 
and harvest; he slept in a shed each night after consuming a pint or two of the excellent 
Hammond Ale at the Commercial.  I also remember the larks in the sky, the brown trout in 
Brook Dyke and the partridge in the meadow. 
 
The good old days remembered. 
(name provided) 

 
Royal Visit to Shelley - Update 

 
 
In last month’s magazine mention was made of 
Shelleyers being in the crowd who welcomed the 
Princess Elizabeth. Three more are shown here.  
The photo shows Jean Peace, Terry Chadwick and 
Frank Lockwood.  They were members of the 
Junior Red Cross, and they made the Shelley 
contribution to the guard of honour in 1949. 
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CLUBS AND GROUPS 
 
SHELLEY OVER 60S - DECEMBER 2022 
 

Autumn Flower Class - Wednesday October 5th 2022 
On Wednesday October 5th we held our autumn flower arranging class. Everyone made a 
fabulous arrangement in a pumpkin using red, orange and vibrant yellow flowers. A busy 
but enjoyable evening. Many thanks to Carol for organising this. 
Harvest Songs of Praise - Saturday October 8th 2022 
Our annual Harvest Songs of Praise saw us enjoy singing favourite Harvest tunes followed 
by lunch provided by Janet and Judyth. We also raffled off two lovely food hampers 
provided by Barbara and two autumn flower arrangements. Thanks also to Ian and Les for 
their rendition of Last of the Summer Wine, Sheila for compering and to Fiona for providing 
the accompaniment.  
Harvest Barn Dance - Saturday October 15th 2022 
Our Barn Dance took place in the village hall where the Great Northern Ceilidh Band were 
fantastic and kept us dancing all evening. Thanks to Lynn and Vic for the much 
appreciated ploughman’s supper 
Local History Evening - Wednesday November 2nd 2022 
Our 2022 Local History programme concluded on November 2nd when Ian Stevenson gave 
a very interesting talk on  the history of Hill Top Farm and the surrounding area.. Many 
thanks to Ian and to all who braved the weather and attended on what was a wild and 
stormy night. 
Line Dance Social - Saturday November 12th 2022 
Our annual evening of line dance at the Village Hall took place on the 12th November. 
Thanks to Janet for organising another enjoyable dance of some line dance “Golden 
Oldies”. 
Wednesday Evening Garden talk - November 30th 2022 
Our final Gardening talk will be on Wednesday evening November 30th at the Methodist 
Hall. For more details contact Carol on 01484 606870. 
Jigsaw Festival - Saturday December 3rd 2022 10.30am to 2.00pm 
Way back in early 2020 we started making up some of our Jigsaws in anticipation of 
holding a summer Jigsaw Festival. Then we had the pandemic and everything was put on 
hold. Anyway the Jigsaws have remained on their boards since then and so we have 
decided to display them on Saturday December 3rd  at the Methodist Hall. There will also 
be the chance for visitors to borrow Jigsaws from the library on the day. The event is free 
and coffee and tea will be available. Contact Kath on 01484 607251 for details. 
Christmas Brass - Saturday December 3rd 2022 - 7.30pm 
This year our Christmas Brass concert at the Village Hall will be given by Skelmanthorpe 
Community Training Brass Band. Tickets priced £9.00 are available from Fran on 01484 
861540. 
Meltham Dinner - Tuesday December 6th 2022 
We are returning this year to Meltham Golf Club for a carvery lunch. Anyone who hasn’t 
booked a place 
can contact Carol on 01484 606870 to see if there is any availability or join a reserve list.  
Christmas Party - Thursday December 15th 2022 
Priority will be given to members who attended last years party and any remaining places 
will be allocated where possible to members who register an interest in attending. Contact 
Carol on 01484 606870. Invitations will then be sent out as usual. Tickets for the Junior 
party on December 17th will soon be available priced £1.00 which will be refundable at the 
bar on the night. Anyone wishing to attend both parties subject to availability will be 
charged £10.00. 
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SHEPLEY WOMAN’S INSTITUTE  
Last month we experimented with an afternoon meeting, running from 2pm -4pm, 
something we intend to continue for the next three months, before we review whether it 
proved to be more convenient for members. At this first afternoon meeting we took the 
opportunity to utilise some of the flowers still blooming in gardens  (due to the unseasonal 
warm spell) to produce floral wonders in a teacup.  

This month’s meeting is a week earlier on 16th December so that we do not clash with too 
many other seasonal events. We intend to feast on Christmas snacks and generally 
socialise, as well as collecting our usual donations for the local foodbank.  

The Wi also has a role in raising awareness of issues that affect communities and women 
within them. Last month we took advantage of the earlier darkness to carry out a torchlight 
group walk through the village, in support of Reclaim the Night. This is to raise awareness 
that the  streets at night are often not a safe place for women and that steps need to be 
taken to improve this situation. We are aware that our local villages are relatively safe, but 
there are still many women who fear to emerge alone once darkness falls. 

If you are interested in joining the WI then please email our Secretary Debra at 
shepleywi@gmail.com  or phone Sue on 01484 604826 

 

 
SHEPLEY BIRD AND WILDLIFE GROUP 
 
What is the largest animal you have ever stroked, or even touched? A dog? a horse? even 
an elephant?  
Small fry, according to wildlife photographer Ray Brown speaking at this month’s meeting 
of the Shepley Bird & Wildlife Group.   For him it’s a whale! Ray was speaking about his 
trip to the Baja California coast in Mexico. Baja California is a 775 miles long desert 
peninsula bordering the Pacific Ocean. With 35 other people on a 25 metre long boat - 
small cabins, but with good food and an amazing crew they sailed along the coast, which 
is known for its wildlife, especially whales. They encountered the largest - the Blue Whale - 
150 tons with a 30 metre blow, as well as Humpbacks. Grey Whales, up to 45 feet long, 
which use the area to give birth, before migrating back north as far as Alaska. It is these 
which, unbeckoned, approach boats, their heads break the surface, and they can be 
touched, rubbed or scratched. Ray’s videos of this were fascinating. It is easy to see why 
these are a tourist favourite. On other occasions Common Dolphins appeared in their 
thousands. Nearby, or on the beach, Elephant seals flopped, four ton males with only four 
hundredweight females. Fur seals (actually sealions) were also common, whilst in the 
shallows charming Sea Otters lay on their backs, cracking crabs with a rock. Large Manta-
like Mobula Rays occasionally leapt from the water, and Flying Fish were common. These 
latter, when airborne, became the prey of Gannet-like Brown Boobies. Magnificent Frigate 
Birds patrolled the skies looking for bird victims who they could rob. Black-footed and 
Laysan Albatrosses were also seen, along with the two species of pelican - the larger 
fishing-from-the-surface White and the smaller diving-like-a-gannet Brown.  
 
Coupled with a quick glimpse of the terrestrial wildlife this proved to be a remarkable 
presentation for which Ray was warmly thanked.  

 
John Wheeler 
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The next meeting of the group in the Stables at Cliffe House is on Wednesday 7th 
December at 7.30pm when members Chris and Roger will present “A Feast of Birds” plus 
our usual Christmas mingle and jingle evening. 
New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For more information contact e.cull@outlook.com 

 

Shelley Museum - Open Saturday December 3rd 2022 
 

The Museum at Shelley Methodist Church will be open on 
Saturday December 3rd from 10.30am to 1.00pm where our 
exhibition on the 1921 Census and Shelley in the 1920s will 

be on display. 
 Contact Carol on 01484 603836 for details. 
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EVENTS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES 

 

 

OPENING TIMES 

Monday 

Rhyme Time 2.30-3.00 Shepley 

Popular Science Readers 

Group—2.00-3.30 1st Monday 

of each month Denby Dale 

Creative Writers 7.00pm 

fortnightly at Shepley 

Mend it Mondays 4pm Denby 

Dale 

Thursday 

Rhyme Time 10.30 -11.00 at 

Skelmanthorpe 

Readers Group (LK) 10.30am 

Last Thurs of the month Denby 

Dale (Full) 

Readers Group (SS) 3.00-4.00 

2nd Thurs of the month Denby 

Dale (Full) 

Hands On History 1.30-3.30 3rd 

Thurs of the month Denby Dale 

Knit & Natter 2.30pm Shepley 

 

Tuesday 

Readers Group (JW) 10.30am 

2nd Tuesday of the month 

Denby Dale 

Jewellery Club 10.30am Denby 

Dale 

Book Club 6.00pm Kirkburton 

1st Tuesday of the month 

 

Friday 

Local History Group 10.00-

12.00 at Kirkburton 

Knit & Natter 2.00-4.00 

Kirkburton 

Family History One to One 

from 2.00pm last Friday of the 

month Shepley Library 

Readers Group 2.00pm every 3 

weeks –Skelmanthorpe 

Later At The Library— 7.30pm 

Last Friday of the month Denby 

Dale 

 

Wednesday 

Rhyme Time 10.30-11.00 

Kirkburton 

Story Time for 2–5-year-olds 

2.00-2.30 Kirkburton Term 

Time 

Knit & Natter 2.00-3.00 at 

Skelmanthorpe 

Rhyme Time 2.00-2.30 Denby 

Dale 

Craft Group 1.30pm Denby 

Dale 

 

Saturday 

Lego Club 10.30-12.00 Shepley 

 

 

 

 

Denby Dale Library 

Monday 1-6, Tuesday 10-1 

Wednesday 1-5, Friday 10-1 

Saturday 10-12.30 

 

 

 

Kirkburton Library 

Monday 2-5, Tuesday 2-6 

Wednesday 10-3  

Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12.30 

 

 

 

Shepley Library 

Monday 1-5   

Thursday 10-1 & 2-5   

Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12 

 

 

 

Skelmanthorpe Library 

Monday 10-1  

Wednesday 10-1 & 2-6  

Thursday 10-12,  

Friday 10-1 

 

 

 

Contact: 01484 414868  

 

www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Our groups are all open groups unless stated, with no requirement to book. 
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