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FEBRUARY 2023                                    No. 497 

 

The days are becoming slightly longer, but we probably have plenty of cold weather still to 

come.  Ice and snow make for dangerous conditions on some of our steep pavements; 
gritting of walkways is expensive and much rarer than it used to be.  Please take care 

when you are out and about.  

Something which I feel is missing in our magazine is any mention of sport.  We are being 
encouraged to become more active and it would be really good to hear something about 

our local sports groups.  Is there anyone out there who would like to let us know what is 
happening either outside or indoors?  Spreading the word could encourage greater 

participation, which must be a good thing.  Please help us to make our magazine more 
inclusive. 

Material for the March issue should be submitted by 15th February to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  

 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 

 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts:  

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 

those editions.   

Advert changes for April 2023 MUST be notified by March 1st 2023 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 

your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 

work - we will set the article out appropriately.    

Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we may have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 

possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs., (JPGs) 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 

that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended 
for publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 

withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 

necessarily those of the editors. 

 

Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 

    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    John and Barbara Keaveney (608569) 

Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  bookings-shelleyvillagehall@mail.com    

Please note the new email address.
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Shelley Community Association  

Minutes of Meeting held on Monday 9th Jan 2023  

9 Attended incl P Cllr Ray Bray, 9 Apologies received  

The SCA was deeply saddened to hear of the death of Joan Parker and we send our 

condolences to her family. Joan was born in Shelley, the village she loved and she keenly 
promoted Shelley and the surrounding countryside where she could. She was our 
representative on EPIP for many years and enabled us to get a generous grant from this 

body for improvements to the Village Hall. She was a prime mover in the Village Plan 
where her skills as a Geography teacher came in very handy. This also led to 

improvements throughout the village, particularly the play area and open spaces. She was 
always happy to get ‘stuck in’ and was a critical thinker always comfortable to put a 
different view on things which was of great benefit to our Association. We will miss her.  

Chair’s Report:  

Skipton Building Society: The SCA was delighted to learn that we had come first in their 

grants to community groups and we have won £500!! Many, many thanks to local resident 
and employee of Skipton Building Society Stephanie Bevan for suggesting us for this 
Award, and to David Rowatt for helping make sure Shelley residents went in to cast their 

votes! The Award is to be spent on something tangible so it was suggested a bench in the 
village – possibly to mark the Coronation of King Charles.  

Defib Grant: We were delighted to be awarded £313.08 by Kirkburton Parish Council to 

cover all costs of our recent replacement of defib pads and batteries at the Village Hall and 
Lydgate Styles. Many, many thanks to KPC and to Martin Smith our Community First 

Responder.  

Basketball net: Cllr Bill Armer reported that the basketball net on the Rec has been 

replaced following a suggestion by P Cllr Ray Bray – thank you to Bill, Ray and the Parks 

Department for this improvement.  

Woven: Carol Rowatt went to the preliminary meeting and reports that the Woven Festival 

in 2023 will focus on plants that can be grown for natural dyeing. Carol has received 
packets of seeds and these will probably be scattered on The Bridle but she would love 
someone with an interest in Dyeing to take this project forward – please ring her on 07788 

404707 if you are interested.  

Our Future Health: Ray Bray and David Rowatt reported on this initiative which they both 

found very useful. It is being rolled out in Manchester, Newcastle and Huddersfield with the 
aim of 5 million volunteers going for a Health MOT to give the person a health screening 
which may be reported to you but primarily to give a picture of the health of the nation to 

help researchers and trial clinicians focus their efforts in the right way. The screening is in 
Kingsgate and takes about 20 mins.  

Village Hall Report:  

The new boiler was installed at the end of November and a Mirror Ball enhances the Main 
Hall – very Strictly! Lighting has been converted to LED throughout the Hall  

The Platinum Jubilee Fund for Village Halls might not be appropriate for us after all as it is 
for Capital Improvement Projects only.  
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Social and Community Events:  

Shelley Welly Walk: Despite torrential rain at the start and paths that were like rivers lots 

of people turned out for this community start to the New Year and the Village Hall was 

absolutely packed for the soup and refreshments afterwards. Many thanks to David, Carol, 
Sam and Rebecca Rowatt, Damian and Sue Stansfield , Helen Bolton, Malcolm and Lorna 

MacDonald and Lynn Parsley for ensuring this was such a successful community walk and 
raised £125 for the Community Association – it might be that the Hall will be open next 
year for non-walkers too as it had such a great buzz!  

Shelley Garden Festival reminder – date of Sun 25th June – we are hoping to support 

more charities this time so please consider opening your garden!  

Date of next meeting Mon 13th Feb at 7.30pm in Shelley Village Hall – all are very 
welcome! 

 

MAGAZINE NEWS 

 

This month’s front cover is Overlooking Digley Reservoir, a watercolour by Shelley art 
group member Berenice Causer. 
Our thanks are due to Sue Brant who is stepping down as our cover editor.  We are 

grateful for the efficient and unobtrusive way she has organized our cover illustrations for 
around 15 years.  If you, or anyone you know, would be interested in taking over this role, 

please do get in touch.  The cover only changes once every three months, and we have 
the next few months covered. 

 

                VILLAGE INFORMATION 
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SHELLEY WELLY WALKS, 1ST JANUARY 2023.  

           TWO WALKS, ONE 6 MILES, THE OTHER 3 MILES.  
 

The walks have long been a tradition for Shelley residents to undertake on New Years 
Day, organised by Shelley Community Association. After the  over indulgences of the 

festive season, the feel good factor returns together with the feeling of fellowship. 
 
Weather conditions leading up to New Year’s Day, and for the day itself are of concern to 

the organisers especially those catering for the walkers returning to the Village Hall. 
 

The ground was already saturated before the start of the longer walk this year. 
Twenty minutes before 10am there was a deluge of ‘fat’ rain and only 7 walkers and 3 
dogs set off on time. Three more people joined them on their way to Kirkburton. 

 
The shorter walk was scheduled to start at 11am.  The rain stopped and the sun came out. 

Suddenly, hordes of eager  children accompanied by their parents and dogs arrived at the 
Village Hall car park and set off at a great pace. The water table was very high, with paths 
becoming water courses, and streams of water running over grass to muddy field corners. 

 
However, undeterred, and with great panache, the first walkers completed the walks within 

100 minutes in high spirits, some children with mud “slarted” up their legs and backs to 
their shoulder blades! We rear them tough in Shelley! The hot soup, bread, biscuits and 
soft drinks were greatly appreciated by the hungry walkers. 

 
Many thanks to the local volunteers who also catered and made the event a success. A 

net amount of £125 was raised for Shelley Community Association funds. 
Malcolm Macdonald  
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THE FIRST SHELLEY WELLY WALK     December 31st 1978 

This has been taken from the leaflet which could have been the forerunner of the Shelley 
Magazine, printed in December 1977. 

Bright and early on New Year’s Eve morning at 10.00am, we hope to organize a 
sponsored walk around the boundaries of Shelley.  The objects are several: to raise cash, 

to help you over your post-Christmas blues, to set you up for your New Year celebrations – 
and to raise cash. 

The total distance is about 7 miles of fairly stiff footpath walking, but it will be split up into 

five or six sections so that anyone from eight to eighty can do just as much as he/she feels 
able.  Points will be awarded to each section according to distance and difficulty and 

sponsors will be asked to ‘cough up’ on this basis. 
 
If you have been in the fields around our area lately, the reason for the title should be 

obvious – it’s very muddy in parts and the walk should not be attempted in other than 
proper walking boots or ‘wellies’.  We feel that the going is a bit too much for very young 

children, but the eight-year olds and over should revel in it (if nothing else it will keep ‘em 
quiet for a couple of hours).  Come along and make it a family outing. 

 

 

MARGARET BROOK 

 

The family of Margaret Brooke, a well known Shelley resident and village stalwart, is sad 
to announce that she passed away on December 5th 2023 at the age of 84. Margaret lived 

in the village for 62 years and in that time she played an active role in village life, making 
many friends from the onset and establishing herself as a hard working and reliable 

member of the community. For many years she delivered the Shelley Village Magazine 
and sold Poppies for the British Legion in the Brookhouse, Ozzings and  Long Moor Lane 
area.  

Margaret  became  the secretary of the Shelley Young Wives in the early days, organising 
trips and undertaking fund raising for worthy causes; she also played a key role in Shelley 

Meals on Wheels service, liaising with Kirklees, arranging rotas and ordering meals from 
local butcher Precious’s for the weekly deliveries, ensuring all the senior citizens of Shelley 
received a meal if they needed one.  

In 2001, Margaret became a Kirkburton Parish Councillor, giving much of her time to 
village activities and causes, including securing funding for a Shelley Cricket Club project 

and inviting Dickie Bird to the grand opening in conjunction with a fellow counsellor and 
friend, Christine Smith. Despite being very busy with her commitments, Margaret also was 
a member of Shelley Parochial Church Council for many years and her strawberry cream 

tea fund raising days became legendary with many local residents enjoying cream teas on 
the lawn in the beautiful setting of her Shelley home. Emmanuel Church was very 

important to Margaret and in the last year of her life she had been attending the 
Wednesday afternoon services which she thoroughly enjoyed, meeting up with old friends 
and making new ones. 

Beyond her work in the community, Margaret was passionate about Huddersfield Town, a 
love affair that began as a young child when she was taken to games by her father George 

and which stayed with her all her life, supporting her team both home and away for many 
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years. She also travelled all over the world with husband Don, visiting exotic locations and 
meeting new friends who stayed  in touch with her by letter on a regular basis.  

Margaret said shortly before her death that she had no regrets and that she had lived a 

wonderful life. Her family can vouch for this sentiment and also add that she was a 
remarkable lady who made friends everywhere she went, who worked tirelessly for good 

causes and who enjoyed life to the full, who was always optimistic, cheerful,  honest, 
principled, loyal, sometimes outspoken and very witty.  She will be sorely missed.   

Joanna and family would like to thank the residents of Shelley for the beautiful cards, 

flowers, words of comfort and offers of support on the sad loss of Margaret which are very 
much appreciated. 

 

JOAN PARKER 

 

Joan peacefully passed away on Wednesday, 5th January. She was born in Shelley and 
lived with her parents on Jubilee Avenue. Her dad, William Precious was a butcher in the 

village. For a large part of her life, Joan lived in Peterborough  but from time to time visited 
her mum who had moved to a house in Abbey Road, Shepley. 

On retiring as a teacher, Joan  moved back to Shelley. She quickly engaged herself in 

community activities organising the annual autumn Barn Dance at the Village Hall,  hosting 
meetings for the Shelley Village Plan, participating in the Shelley Welly Walk, attending 

services at Emmanuel Church and meetings of the reading group. 

Well known in Shelley, we will all have our personal memories of Joan. Mine go back 70 
years. She was a vivacious young lady who learned to dance at the teenage class at Fox’s 

Dancing Academy which was up Trinity Street near Greenhead Park. 

She attended on a Saturday morning with her peer group from Penistone Grammar School 

including some of her Shelley friends. I attended with friends from Huddersfield College 
and girls from Greenhead High School. It was the highlight of our week and cost us 1/6d 
(seven and a half pence) and included the cost of a bottle of orange squash at the 

interval). what value! Happy days and happy memories! 

 

Malcolm MacDonaldp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Information 
 

Carole Hepworth would like to remind everyone in Shelley 
that Welcome Cards are available for new residents to 
Shelley. Please inform her if you know of anyone new 

who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963 
Or email  steve.carole1@btinternet.com 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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CHURCH PAGES 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH   Services FEBRUARY 2023 

Regular Services: 

• Sunday 5th 12th 19th 10.00am Holy Communion Service followed by 

refreshments 

• Sunday 19th this is a joint service with the Methodists at Emmanuel 

• Sunday 26th No service at Emmanuel. A joint service at the Methodist 
Church at 10.30am 

• Wednesday 2.00pm 8th and 22nd  A short service of Holy Communion 

followed by refreshments and a chat everyone welcome 

 If you need a lift to the Wednesday services, please ring Carol Robertshaw 
 01484 860657 

 Church Contacts 

 Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033 

 Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755   

 

 
 

SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 

Services for February 

5th Mr N Ward 

12th Rev T Francis 
19th Service at Emmanuel 
26th Rev T Moore – joint with Emmanuel 

 

To reduce heating costs this winter we are sharing several services with our friends at 

Emmanuel Church.  Our joint services for February will be 19 th at Emmanuel -  Parish 

Church and 26th at our Methodist Chapel 

 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
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CLUBS AND GROUPS 

 
SHELLEY OVER 60S – FEBRUARY 2023 

  
Duck Drive - Saturday January 28th 2023 

A repeat of last year’s successful event at the Methodist Hall. Admission is £7.00 including 
supper. Tickets available from Sandra on 01484 608214. 
 

Valentine Dance - Saturday February 11th 2023 

Come and join us in the Village Hall on Saturday 11 th February to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with a dance and to be entertained by Grahame Heath (Singer/Guitarist). There will 
be the usual bar and whilst no supper is provided feel free to bring your own. Tickets 

priced £10 can be purchased from Lydgate Styles or Fran on 01484 861540. 
 

Gardening Talk - Wednesday February 22nd 2023  

Our next gardening talk will be at the Methodist Hall on the 22nd February at 7.30pm. 

Contact Carol on 01484 606870. 
 

Local History Talk - Wednesday March 1st 2023 

Our first Local History Talk will be given by Ann Littlewood who will be Talking about the 

history of Storthes Hall. Meet at the Methodist Hall on Wednesday March 1st at 7.30pm. 
Contact Carol on 01484 60383 for more information. 
 

On Tour 2023 - Tuesday March 7th 2023 

Shopping Trip - Boundary Mills - Colne 

Our first trip of the year will be a shopping trip to the Boundary Mills outlet at Colne. 

Contact Fran to book a place and check on availability on 01484 861540. 
 

Flower Arranging Wednesday March 8th 2023 

During 2023 we are looking to organise some more flower arranging evenings with the first 

taking place on Wednesday March 8th. If you are interested in joining us or would like more 
information contact Carol on 01484 606870 or 07902744360.  
 

On Tour 2023 - Wednesday April 12th 2023 

Walking Trip - Wirrall and Liverpool 

We are organising an additional walking trip on Wednesday April 12 th. We will be walking 
on the Wirral with non walkers spending the day in Liverpool.  Contact Fran to book a 

place and check on availability on 01484 861540. 
 

Diaries -2023 

All members should have received their 2023 diaries by now including dates for this years 

activities. Anyone who hasn’t received theirs should contact Jean on 01484 607490.  
 

Would you be a volunteer driver or assistant? 

On Thursdays we hire one of the Denby Dale Community minibuses to transport members 

to and from the Village Hall. If you could help as an assistant, or even drive one of these 
buses and would like to volunteer, then contact Jeff Beevers on 07480803986 to discuss 

this further. 
Over60s Minibus Draw 
 

The December mini-bus draw winning number was 205. The February draw will take place 

on February 23rd. Winning numbers can be accessed at 
www.shelleyover60s.org.uk/minibus-draw  

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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SHELLEY ART GROUP  

With the pandemic “over” and restrictions lifted, Shelley Art Group 
enjoyed an action packed 2022 with workshops, demonstrations , 
outdoor painting sessions and exhibitions. Highlights of the year included a 

demonstration by professional artist Paul Talbot Greaves, and a 2 session 
collagraph printing workshop with Cath Brooke. Both these artists have been to 

Shelley before and returned by popular demand from our members. The work 
produced as a result of the collagraph workshop was stunning and several 
members successfully sold these prints at our Spring Exhibition.  

We also had an in house demonstration from our President Nigel Proud, who 
showed us how to tackle animal features using pastel, and a “one continuous line” 
workshop led by Fiona Colson which produced some very interesting and unique 

drawings.. In early summer we took advantage of the long evenings, warmth and 
the promise of a beverage or two with outdoor sessions at The Woodman and 

Emley Village. In the autumn we had a life drawing session with a professional 
model and then used our drawing to produce artwork in the style of Matisse.  

Our annual exhibition in the village hall in the Spring was very well received after 
two years without the opportunity to attend any events. It was fantastic to welcome 

so many familiar and several new faces and there was a real buzz in the hall. Lots 
of pictures and items of craftwork were sold, many slices of cake and cups of coffee 

consumed and there was a bumper raffle enabling us to make a substantial 
donation to the Disaster relief fund for Ukraine as well as topping up the art group 
bank account.  

Holmfirth Artweek Fringe gave us another opportunity to showcase our work. We 

are very fortunate to be allocated space in Holmfirth Market Hall which we share 
with ceramic group and a photography group. Visitor numbers are high due to the 
prime location within the town and again, many of our members were successful in 

selling their work.  

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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We would absolutely love to welcome new members, please don’t be put off by fact that 
some of our members sell their work, we are certainly not a group of professional artists, 
our membership is made up of artists of all abilities, who work in a variety of different 

mediums. What we all have in common is enthusiasm and a willingness to learn from 
others and to support each other. You can find out more about our activities by checking 

out our website: www.shelleyartgroup.com where you will find a calendar of events. 
Alternatively, just come along to one of our meetings, either to participate or to have a chat 
to our members while they work or over a coffee. We meet on Tuesday evenings in the 

Village Hall from 8pm – 10pm.  

 

SHEPLEY BIRD & WILDLIFE GROUP  

After a break for Christmas and the New Year, the Group is back on Wednesday February 
1st with a presentation entitled Wings Over Wales from John Gardner, wildlife 
photographer. All the usual birds of that area – pied flycatcher, redstarts, chough and red 

kite will feature in his talk.  

The club meets at 7.30pm in the Coach House of Cliffe House, Shepley. This block is 
immediately on your right as you enter the carpark from Cliffe Road. New members and 

visitors are always most welcome. We are a small and friendly group who meet monthly 
between September and May with guest speakers giving presentations on areas from 

around the world and at home.  

We would love to have more members so please give us a try no matter how limited your 
knowledge or interest is in birds and wildlife, I’m sure there would be something of interest 
for you. Further information from e.cull@outlook.com 

THE ITALIANS ARE COMING! STOCKSMOOR & VILLAGES TWINNING ASSOCIATION  

After so long with the inevitable “Covid break” we are able to announce that our Italian 
friends will be visiting us in early June 2023. We are delighted that we are at last able to 

resume our mutual visits. During the “break” we have kept up communications amongst 
ourselves and with our Italian friends – the wonders of the internet! We are also always 

welcoming to new members.  

The Association is a lively group comprising many people with different talents but there is 
always a need for fresh ideas and input into any group so that it can continue to evolve. 
We cannot over-emphasise the social and cultural benefits from these exchanges and we 

would encourage anyone to find out more and become involved.  

Both the Italian and the British communities feel they have benefited enormously from the 
experience which fosters international understanding as well as personal friendships 

between people who otherwise would never have met.  

We should also explain that it is not necessary to speak Italian very well , or even at all. 
Our group has always had a wide variety of levels of Italian and the Italians likewise with 

their English. What is important is “getting by” and we certainly do manage very well!  

Our members meet regularly and we have occasional social/fund-raising events as, 
although we are recognized by Kirklees, we are an independent organization.  

https://shelleyvillage.org/


 

Remember:  Remain COVID aware                    February 2023   

https://shelleyvillage.org   13  please support our advertisers 

  

 

Just a little history is maybe needed to put everything into context. The Stocksmoor & 
Villages Twinning Association was formed in 1997. The Association has gone from 
strength to strength over the years. Reciprocal visits took place in 1997 to set the official 

procedures in motion, since when annual exchanges have taken place. We go alternate 
years with the Italians coming here in alternate years.  

The town with which we are twinned is called Olgiate Molgora and is situated on the main 

railway line between Milan and Lecco in an area called Brianza. This is mainly an 
agricultural area with beautiful parks and old villas and churches with Lake Como being a 
short journey to the north. It is a stunningly beautiful area. The Italian town’s community is 

vibrant and welcoming. The overwhelming impression from all those who have taken part 
over the years is of a warm, friendly population who go out of their way to make us feel at 

home. Many permanent friendships have been formed since the initial tentative steps and 
we have certainly learnt a lot about the Italian way of life. Visits have included Milan, 
Venice, Como, Bergamo and St.Moritz (Switzerland) – they are not far from Switzerland 

either.  

Of course we try to make the Italians feel just as welcome here. We have also organized 
many visits to places such as Pickering, Whitby, Howarth, Manchester, Sheffield, Saltaire, 

Lincoln and even the Lake District – not all at once, of course!! They also spend time with 
their host families learning about our way of life.  

If anybody is interested in finding out more details then you can visit the Kirklees’ website: 

KINFO(Kirklees Information)www.kirklees.gov.uk/localorganisations  

Or contact myself on: 01484 605755  

You would be very welcome to join us during their visit next June to meet the Italians and 
see what we do. Christine Hughes Publicity Secretary  

 

SHEPLEY WOMAN’S INSTITUTE  

In keeping with the spirit of the New Year, in January we had an interesting talk from 

Beverley Juniper called Save Food, Save Money. This focused on how to avoid food 
waste and help people to budget. As well as lots of topical tips, Beverly shared some tasty 
recipes that made use of common left-overs. This overlaps nicely with the work of our 

Green Group, who are organising a Green Fair in April.  

Our next meeting is on Wednesday 15th February at 2pm at the Methodists Church 
(although if you want to partake in the pre-ordered lunch, it is 1pm). This will be a social 

event involving board games, as it is good to spend some time getting to know the other 
members of the WI.  

Also running in the daytime, for members, are the Lunch Club, Book Group and the Craft 

and Crumbs group. The Gardening Group will be restarting in the Spring, when they hope 
to get involved in the Woven project.  

If you are interested in joining the WI then please email our Secretary Debra on 
debraniessen1@btinternet.com or phone Sue on 01484 604826 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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LETTERS 

Hello to all in Shelley  

With the Christmas and New Year lull rapidly vanishing from sight in the rear-view mirror, 
Kirklees Council is starting to prepare for the upcoming budget debates. These generally 

commence in February and build up to a crescendo in March, as the different Parties put 
forward their approaches and announce their hopes and expectations for the new 
corporate year. There will be very different political approaches, but all parties are aware 

that money is scarce.  

So far, in mid-January, we have already seen emergency moves by Kirklees Active 
Leisure to close a number of sports centres and swimming pools in the light of rapidly 

rising energy costs. It remains to be seen how the budget debate will impact on these 
facilities, which in theory are not directly provided by the Council, but the fact is that the 
running costs are very high and there may be calls for subsidy from the Kirklees budget. 

There is a faint glimmer of hope that energy, and particularly gas, prices may have 
peaked.  

Much more relevant to the Kirklees budget, and thus of great concern, are those services 

provided directly by the Council. These cover a wide range of activities, but by far the most 
costly are Children’s and Adult Social Services. To my mind, both of these are vitally 

important to the well being of our most vulnerable members of society and it is not obvious 
as to how their funding can be reduced substantially. Children must be protected, and we 
have an ageing population.  

It would seem that the services most at risk of reduction will be things such as grass 

cutting, litter collection and road maintenance, all of which have a direct impact on Shelley. 
Here, we are lucky to have a very active community group in SCEG, which already does 

sterling work in litter-picking and general environmental activities. I cannot speak for 
SCEG, but I would guess that they would always welcome new volunteers. I have also 
seen media reports suggesting a role for volunteers in grass-cutting, but these may be 

kite-flying to gauge public opinion. It seems to me that there would be hurdles to 
overcome, especially in Health & Safety training and insurance cover.  

Council problems aside, many residents will be facing rapidly rising costs for the three 

essentials of life: heating, eating and housing – I know my gas/electricity charges are rising 
by £80 a month in February and the weekly shop seems to cost a few pounds more every 
week. Most will face similar or greater pressures. This means that it is now more than ever 

important to ensure that you receive all of the help you are entitled to. Don’t let pride get in 
the way, check what you may be able to claim. Kirklees Council offers valuable advice, on 

both benefits and food banks: https://www.betteroffkirklees.org.uk/#/home, or 
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/cost-of-living/index.aspx. The Government also has 
useful websites, for example for Pension Credit https://www.gov.uk/pension-

credit/eligibility, and for Universal Credit: https://www.understandinguniversalcredit.gov.uk/. 
I provide these web addresses for convenience – there are other sources of information 

such as Citizens Advice, and Google is often very helpful.  

A constant gripe of mine is about Kirklees putting so many of its services online. There are 
two phone numbers – for Housing Benefit and Council Tax reduction enquiries, 01484 
414950 and for Local Welfare Provisions (including food banks), 01484 414782. Especially 

if you are unable to go online, try these. All Kirklees libraries have computers available for 
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public use, and are also designated Warm Spaces. In my experience, they are blessed 
with ever-helpful staff and volunteers.  

Although there are real uncertainties around some Kirklees services in the future, I remain 
committed to getting the best possible results for Shelley, and for Kirkburton Ward. Please 

continue to contact me to report any problems, and I will continue to take issues on.  

With my very best wishes to you all, Bill  

(Bill Armer, Kirklees and Parish Cllr, Tel 01484 314314. Email bill@gmx.ca)  

PS  I have just received notification that Westerley Way/Lane will be closed for resurfacing 
works, between 20th February and 31st March. I do appreciate that this will cause 

considerable inconvenience for many, but I'm sure you will agree that the work is 
necessary. Taken a few years to get here! 

  

******************** 

A bit late, but Happy New Year to you all. I am hoping 2023 will be far better than the past 

few years. Our Parish Council meetings have been slightly staid with little to nothing to 

report on. However, I would like to still bang the gong on getting our local groups to apply 

for PC grants. Please look at the KBPC website for details. There is still another late round 

of Grants to be had. Sadly, the closing date is the 4th February, so you will have to be 

quick. However, due to some of the sizes of grant applications this past financial year, the 

PC has limited funds remaining. Please, remember the next financial year, good luck. 

The weather, even for winter, has been appalling, rain and wind nearly every day. The 

great outdoors they call it, well I have been viewing it from my window. Every day is like 

Ground hog Day, sadly the following day restarts as the previous day ended, somehow I 

don’t seem to have learned anything from the previous day to change it. Spring is just 

around the corner, which means new life to the garden. I, like you, have bulbs pushing 

through the earth, what they are is anyone's guess at the moment. I still have bulbs in 

packets and plants in pots as I have been unable to get them all into the ground due in 

main to weather conditions. The lawn is looking extremely sad, it had some moss 

treatment some weeks ago, and it now has the appearance of scorched earth, blackened. 

For the future, I think I should be including more evergreen plants and shrubs to reduce 

the amount of work. 

There is very little in the way of golf or motivation at the moment. Huddersfield Town FC is 

still toward the bottom of the division and struggling. Where the club is headed is anyone’s 

guess at the moment, it does however not appear to be northward’s up the division. We 

live in hope that their fortunes change and performances pull them away from the 

relegation places. 

A few weeks ago, I received a request to take part in a National health research 

programme. After filling out an online questionnaire and making an appointment with Our 

Future Health, I duly turned up to take part. Our local research centre is located in the 

Kingsgate Centre in Huddersfield. They take body measurements such as, height, weight, 
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waist circumference, blood pressure, heart rate. You give a blood sample and have a 

finger prick test and your cholesterol is checked. You are then given details of this health 

check. Off the back of these tests, I have made an appointment at my local surgery as my 

blood pressure is not right. I would encourage everyone to take part in this, as the more 

information gathered can only be beneficial in the long term. To get further information, 

visit their website: ourfuturehealth.org.uk 

This year we shall witness what many people will have never seen, and that will be a 

Royal Coronation, the Coronation of King Charles III. The coronation will take place on 

Saturday, May 6, 2023. At the moment, we are unsure as to the form the Coronation will 

take, as King Charles has spoken of a scaled back ceremony. Time will tell all. The Royal 

Family has really been through the mill these past years with the deaths of, firstly, Prince 

Phillip and lastly Queen Elizabeth II. They have had to endure revelation after revelation, 

Prince Andrew, Harry and Meghan. Harry has really surprised me as I thought he had 

more about him than to air his grievances so publicly, as our late Queen stated, 

recollections may vary. 

Keep well, stay safe, Covid is still with us. Here's to a brighter future. 

Ray Bray (PClr) 

 

Information regarding resurfacing of Westerley Way and Westerley Lane 

Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times. 

Vehicular traffic will have access to the points of the restriction. The Diversionary route will be: 

Hawthorne Way, Park Avenue, Penistone Road, Far Bank, Huddersfield Road - Vice Versa 

The order will be effected on 20th February 2023 till 31st March 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please 
turn to Page 20. 
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GARDENING DIARY FEBRUARY 2023 

 

I thought January was a poor start to a gardening diary – that was nothing on the last month!  Rain, 
rain, rain then freezing cold.  Of course it’s almost always colder in the weeks following Christmas 
than those before, but as I write this we have just had the coldest night so far, last night -5.6c.  Just 
as I wrote last month, the pond is frozen and very little greenery is appearing through the snow. 
 

I did manage to get hold of some very well reduced price hellebores from B and Q, but since I 
brought them home the ground has either been sodden or frozen.  Still, the buds are appearing so 
when they do get into the ground they should make a fair display. 
 

I have been harbouring a box of Autumn Lawn Food since, well, autumn – but haven’t got round to 
applying it yet.  Am I too late – any advice would be warmly welcome. 
 

I am a bit of a social media/ Instagram gardener – watching several professional gardeners and 
following some of their advice.  So I started some hardy annuals off in the autumn – they don’t 
seem to be doing quite so well as those that they show on social media – but we are probably quite 
a bit further north than my gardening influences.  Going to plant cobea seeds today – the cup and 
saucer plant that I have never grown or even seen before.  Apparently it’s a rampant climber that 
needs sowing early in the year and keeping warm until all frost is gone.   I’ll be putting them on a 
south facing spare bedroom windowsill and trying not to forget them. 
 

So now I’m onto thinking about spring – my lawn (as previously mentioned) leaves a bit to be 
desired.  I did manage to get out last month and sweep off the leaves, but it’s still pretty lumpy.  
And at the end of last summer we became home to moles!  They made a bit of a mess of things, 
providing freshly dug fine soil in all the places that we didn’t want it.  I was advised to set up a 
couple of sandcastle-style windmills, the theory being that the moles don’t like the noise of the 
windmill turning.  It does seem to have worked so far – but where do moles go to in the 
winter?....and are they likely to return? 

 

My indoor gardening was a moderate success – unfortunately the paperwhites that I tried to slow 
down – so that I didn’t have two pots in flower at the same time, were put out into the cold 
greenhouse and have not fared well.  I should have cut my losses and put up with double scented 
blooms instead of trying to be clever and manage the blooms.  I’m still waiting for a pot of muscari 
to appear – in a certain light the green shoots appear to be emerging, but in the cold light of day I 
think that might be wishful thinking. 

 

To my surprise a winter flowering clematis has sprung into flower.  
This clematis did well in its first few years – blooming and 
growing well.  It was growing so well that I kept hacking it back 
with impunity, but then it stopped flowering.  It hadn’t flowered for 
so long that last year I gave it the hard word, warning that if it 
didn’t do better it would be unlikely to see another spring.  Now 
either my stern words worked well, or the fact that I resisted 
pruning throughout last year, and let it do its own thing, worked, 
and we are back to winter blooms. 

 

So looking forward to better gardening days.  The daylight is 
lengthening and we look forward to spring. 

J.B. 
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KIRKBURTON HEALTH CENTRE 

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP (PPG)  

WINTER 2023 NEWSLETTER 

WINTER 2023   WORKING TOGETHER TO EASE WINTER PRESSURES 

 

Winter is typically one of the most 
challenging times of the year for 

health and care services. This 
year, high levels of ‘flu, respiratory 
infections, COVID-19, and an 

increase in the number of Group A 
Streptococcus (GAS) infections, 

have placed unprecedented 
demands on General Practices, 
community, mental health, 

hospital services and A&E 
Departments.  

The public are reminded to use services appropriately and responsibly, and check 
in on vulnerable family, friends and neighbours.  

 

We are working hard to prioritise urgent and same day care and we have reserved 
a number of urgent appointments for children who are unwell.  If your appointment 

is non urgent, you may have to wait longer, and we thank you for your patience and 
understanding. 
 

Working together with The Mast Primary Care Network Partnership (PCN) 
colleagues, we have launched a winter access service which will run until March, 

offering GP and Nurse appointments to our PCN patients. Appointments are being 
held at Denby Dale Surgery (Tuesday morning) and Kirkburton Health Centre 
(Thursday morning). 

Dr Gethin Lane, GP Partner, said: “I would like to thank all colleagues for their 
incredible hard work in managing the increase in demand, and our patients for their 

patience and understanding.”  
 

It is very important that people who need medical care come forward, 

especially when someone has a life-threatening illness or injury. 

 

GROUP A STREPTOCOCCUS (GAS) – STREP A 

Strep A is a common bacteria which causes a range of infections, including 

scarlet fever. These infections are usually mild. It  can also cause a rare, more 

serious infection called Invasive group A strep (iGAS). For more information 
on Strep A, please visit  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/strep-a/ 
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PATIENTS WHO DID NOT ATTEND APPOINTMENTS – OCTOBER–DECEMBER 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patients who fail to attend 

their appointments and do not inform us, incur significant cost to the Practice and 

to other patients in terms of lost appointments. If you do not need your 

appointment, or simply want to change it, call 01484 602040 or email 
reception.kirkburtonhealthcentre@nhs.net.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

GP PATIENT SURVEY 2023  

The GP Patient Survey is an independent survey run by Ipsos Mori on behalf of NHS 
England.  The survey is sent out each year, in January, to more than two million people, 
randomly selected from the NHS list of patients registered with a GP.  

The survey is carried out securely and information does not identify individuals. 

Emily Town, Assistant Practice Manager, said: “We encourage patients who receive an 
invitation, to complete the questionnaire. It is an opportunity for patients to share their 
experience of our Practice. The findings help to show what is working and what needs to 
improve.” 

The survey will be live for three months, with fieldwork closing in early April. The results will 
be published online at www.gp-patient.co.uk in July 2023. 

 

 

Kirklees Council has approved more than £500,000 of funding to support 

residents in the cost of living crisis. 

Funding will be awarded to groups who are able to provide a warm space for 

residents this winter, food parcels and fuel vouchers and those who can help 

prov ide information and guidance on topics such as mental health support, debt 

advice and assistance into employment. 

For more information, please v isit www.kirklees.gov.uk/cost-of-living 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Total No. of 

Appointments 

No. 

DNA 

% 

DNA 

OCTOBER 4949 330 6.6% 

NOVEMBER 3599 214 6% 

DECEMBER 2864 163 5.7% 
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LOCAL ELECTIONS IN MAY 

For the first time, voters across the country will need to show photographic ID when voting 
at polling stations across the area during this year’s local elections. Kirklees residents are 
being urged to make sure they are ready to vote on 4 May by checking they have an 

accepted form of ID. 

Which forms of ID are accepted? 

Accepted forms of ID include a UK, European Economic Area (EEA) or Commonwealth 
passport; a UK, EEA or Commonwealth drivers’ licence; and some concessionary travel 

passes, such as an older person’s bus pass or an Oyster 60+ card. Voters will be able to 
use expired ID if they are still recognisable from the photo. 

The full list of accepted ID is available on the Electoral Commission’s website, along with 

more information about the new requirement and details of how to apply for the free ID, at 
electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID. 

Don’t have an accepted form of ID? 

Anyone who does not have one of the accepted forms of ID will be able to apply for free ID 

online at Apply for photo ID to vote (called a ‘Voter Authority Certificate’) – GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) or by completing a paper form. 

Jacqui Gedman, Returning Officer at Kirklees Council, said: 

“With elections taking place in Kirklees on 4 May 2023, it is important that those 

who want to vote make sure they have an accepted form of ID. It may seem early 
but checking now means you will be ready to vote in May. 

“Residents who do not have one of the accepted forms of ID can apply for free ID 
either online or by completing a paper application form and sending this to Kirklees 

Council’s electoral services team. If you need any help with applying for the free ID 
or want to request an application form, contact the electoral services team on 01484 

221650 or email voterID@kirklees.gov.uk.” 

Ailsa Irvine, Director of Electoral Administration and Guidance, said:  

“Anyone voting at a polling station in England this May will need to show photo ID 
before they can be given their ballot paper. It’s important that everyone understands 
what types of ID they can use, and how to apply for free ID if they need it. You can 

find information about the new requirement and what to expect at the polling station 
on the Electoral Commission’s website.” 

Are you registered to vote?  

Anyone who wants to have their say in the elections this May must also be registered to 

vote. It only takes five minutes to register online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. Voters 
wishing to apply to their council for free ID should first make sure they are registered to 

vote.   The requirement to show photo ID at the polling station, is a new requirement, 
introduced by the UK Government’s Elections Act which was passed last year and comes 
into effect for the first time this May. 
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EVENTS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES 
 

 
OPENING TIMES 

Monday 
Rhyme Time 2.30-3.00 Shepley 
Popular Science Readers 
Group—2.00-3.30 1st Monday 
of each month Denby Dale 
Creative Writers 7.00pm 
fortnightly at Shepley 
Mend it Mondays 4pm Denby 
Dale 

Thursday 
Rhyme Time 10.30 -11.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Readers Group (LK) 10.30am 
Last Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Readers Group (SS) 3.00-4.00 
2nd Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Hands On History 1.30-3.30 3rd 
Thurs of the month Denby Dale 
Knit & Natter 2.30pm Shepley 
 

 
 
 
Denby Dale Library 
Monday 1-6, Tuesday 10-1 
Wednesday 1-5, Friday 10-1 
Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Kirkburton Library 
Monday 2-5, Tuesday 2-6 
Wednesday 10-3  
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Shepley Library 
Monday 1-5   
Thursday 10-1 & 2-5   
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12 
 
 
 
Skelmanthorpe Library 
Monday 10-1  
Wednesday 10-1 & 2-6  
Thursday 10-12,  
Friday 10-1 
 
 
 
Contact: 01484 414868  
 

www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
Readers Group (JW) 10.30am 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
Denby Dale 
Jewellery Club 10.30am Denby 
Dale 
Book Club 6.00pm Kirkburton 
1st Tuesday of the month 
 

Friday 
Local History Group 10.00-
12.00 at Kirkburton 
Knit & Natter 2.00-4.00 
Kirkburton 
Family History One to One 
from 2.00pm last Friday of the 
month Shepley Library 
Readers Group 2.00pm every 3 
weeks –Skelmanthorpe 
Later At The Library— 7.30pm 
Last Friday of the month Denby 
Dale 
 

Wednesday 
Rhyme Time 10.30-11.00 
Kirkburton 
Story Time for 2–5-year-olds 
2.00-2.30 Kirkburton Term 
Time 
Knit & Natter 2.00-3.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Rhyme Time 2.00-2.30 Denby 
Dale 
Craft Group 1.30pm Denby 
Dale 
 

Saturday 
Lego Club 10.30-12.00 Shepley 
 

 
Our groups are all open groups unless stated, with no requirement to book.  
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