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As I write this, people are still reeling from the latest Government announcement about
COVID19 and the Christmas restrictions. It’s going to be a difficult time for many people,
butwe know that there are friends and resources in the village to support and help anyone
struggling through this time.
The New Year holds the prospect of a vaccine – we will all be contacted when it’s our turn,
and we are asked not to use valuable NHS time by enquiring “where we are on the list”.
The priority listing can be found on page 11, and there is an “app” that can be used to
estimate your likely vaccination timeline.
All involved in the production of the Shelley Mag would like to thank everyone for their
patience over the last few months. We had a couple of months when we were “online
only”, but our intrepid delivery squad are back out on the streets bringing the Shelley Mag
to your door. Thank you to all of them, and to our advertisers who continue to support us

Material for the February issue should be submitted by 15th January to:
Denise Edinburgh
77 Westerley Lane
Shelley 602905

or

Julie Burnham
57 Far Bank
Shelley
602288

shelleymag@hotmail.com

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts:
Advertising rates are :Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00
Half page - one off - £12.00
Quarter page - one off - £8.00
.
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for
those editions.
Advert changes for April 2021 MUST be notified by March 1st 2021
Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form. If you produce
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your
work - we will set the article out appropriately.
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file,
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs.
If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise. Please ensure
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for
publication. It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be
withheld on request. Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not
necessarily those of the editors.
Advertising Manager

Lynn Parsley 27 Cleveland Way Shelley
Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk
Magazine Distribution:
J and B Keaveney (608569)
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:
Sheila Tarbatt (604470) starbatt2@gmail.com

01484 604780
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Dear All
An early catch-up with you all to catch the Magazine deadline.
A Happy Christmas to you all and a safe and healthy New Year to everyone.
What a year! Let us hope that with the roll-out of the vaccines we approach a normal way
of life soon.
Anticipating this we will make arrangements for our Shelley Garden Festival for 2021 – on
Sunday 4th July – and hope that more gardens – especially front gardens – will want to
open…
Talking of gardens Claire Moore and I believe Clare from the Sports and Social Club have
created a magical garden for Christmas on Far Bank – how ingenious and how eyecatching is that! Thank you for lifting our spirits with such fun!
I hope you all join in the Doorstep Jingle for Christmas on Thursday 17 th December at
7pm – suggested song sheets are in the Magazine, attached here and will be put on
facebook nearer the time. Outdoor carol singing is allowed so don’t hold back!
The Christmas meal in Shelley Village Hall has sadly been postponed as we are in Tier
Three – but it will be something to look forward to later in the winter. Hopefully. And thank
you to Emma and her Team at Shelley First School PTA for arranging the Christmas
Lights Trail around the village.
The Welly Walk has also been cancelled as a community event but it can be walked by
families – it is way-marked and the route can be found on Shelley’s website.
The Village Hall is opening slowly under Tier Three regulations – keep checking the
Village Hall website – and we are very pleased the Outreach Post Office is up and running
on Thursdays between 12 – 3pm..please do support them. Thank you to the Village Hall
Committee for keeping the Hall Covid-secure and managing to enable clubs, where
regulations allow, to open safely – these clubs are a life-line and the Hall is actively
working very hard to help them re-open.
If you haven’t been on the website recently check it out –
shelleycommunitywebsite.btck.co.uk David and Carol Rowatt have been working flat out
adding all sorts of past facts, current information and plenty of photos – thank you both for
making the website such a useful form of communication and sharing in the village.
Thanks too to Dawn Pitt for managing the Shelley Community facebook account which
reaches a whole new audience very quickly and keeps everyone up to date.
Part of reaching out is welcoming new residents – even in a Lockdown! Many thanks to
Carole Hepworth for managing the Welcome Pack – she is the welcoming face of Shelley
to make people feel at home straight away! If you have new neighbours please contact her
on 608963 or steve.carole1@btinternet.com
And many thanks too to the team at Shelley Magazine who have produced a Magazine
every month of the Lockdown I believe – either on-line or as soon as they were able with
the paper copy delivered in many cases direct to your door! Thanks to Editors Julie and
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Denise , Advertising Manager Lynn, Distributers John and Barbara and all those who
deliver our Magazines, whatever the weather – it is a very welcome sight on the door mat!
Shelley has become very smart recently with six new waste bins about the village – thanks
to Cllr Bill Armer with support from Cllr Richard Smith and Cllr John Taylor, and Cllr John
Taylor is to be thanked most sincerely for his part in creating the surface and lighting along
Stretchgates. This has become a Super Highway with walkers, shoppers, children on bikes
and those with mobility difficulties – one man in a wheelchair said it was the first time he
had used the path in 30 years! This path will revolutionise our access to the shops at
Shepley and our railway station so many thanks to John and his team! And look out for
Malcolm’s very own Greening of Shelley as Shelley Conservation Group works with
Kirklees MC to widen the habitat we already have.
Finally to remind you that the Community Association has joined Amazon Smile so if you
would like to choose us for your charity we will get a donation each time you shop with
Amazon.
Thank you to all our community groups, helpful residents and hard-working businesses
who have been working under extreme and difficult circumstances for most of this year –
local is appreciated more than ever and we thank you for staying open when allowed and
making sure our needs are met with a cheery smile and chat!
It is just that that those who are forced to isolate are denied – if this is you please do
contact us – Carol and Jill and their Teams are still available if you are struggling. Contact
Carol on 07788 404707 or Jill on 078044 417271.
Just to finish by wishing you all a very Happy 2021 – never have we wished it more!
This months front cover is a design of snowdrops by Shelley Art
Group member Sheila Trotter

Mature Male 62
Seeks
Domestic/Household
Cleaning work.
Conscientious,
trustworthy, and Reliable.
Contact
Mel
01484608937
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Story Writing Competition
At last we have the result of the Shelley Story Writing Competition.
From a strong field, we have decided that Leo Yates age 9 is our winner. His thoughtful
and engaging story made us smile.
Congratulations to Leo, and thank you to all who entered the competition.

The Tale of The Mice vs. The Rabbits
One wet and rainy day, the mice were inside their warm and cosy burrow. Suddenly lots of
water gushed in and flooded it. They hurried out and decided to go to the rabbits house.
When they got there, Black Rabbit (the Dad) and Red Rabbit (the Mum) opened the door.
"Oh"! exclaimed Red Rabbit looking at the wet and miserable mice. "Hello"! said Tilly, the
oldest of the five mice. The mice told Red Rabbit about their burrow being flooded, and
she invited them to stay in the Rabbits home. Blue Rabbit and Orange Rabbit (the
youngest bunny's), weren't too happy about the new guests, and said to the mice "how
about we have a race"? The mice agreed. "One, two, three…GO"! yelled blue rabbit and
they were off. The rabbits were in the lead, when all of a sudden "splosh"! Tilly was
knocked backwards by a gigantic raindrop. The rabbits heard the commotion and spun
around to see what was going on. They decided to go back and help Tilly. "Thankyou" Tilly
cried, shaking the raindrops from her soaking fur. The mice stayed at the rabbits home
until the rain had stopped and their burrow had dried out. "Goodbye" said the rabbits when
it was time for the mice to leave, "come and stay again soon".

In common with other charities, this was always going to be a
difficult year. I was told from the outset that there was to be no door
to door collections, no manned collection points inside or outside,
and only to chose a few retail outlets. Only McColl’s and Dobbies
were allowed to remain open throughout the Remembrancetide
period and only a limited number of people were allowed in
Emmanuel Church. This year there were no additional fund raising
events like The French Sunday Lunch and the ‘Allo ‘Allo event at the
Flying Ferret. Despite all this, an a amazing £1,912.31 was raised.
I would like to thank everyone who supported the appeal, and in particular Shelley
business people who were experiencing hard times themselves.
Malcolm MacDonald
Poppy Appeal Organiser.
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIMES, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT
CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH
THEIR ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.
NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND
YOU WILL NOT GO TO COURT

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
Contact your local policing team on 101, or
FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999
Below is a link which will take you to Trading Standards website, where information can be
found in relation to Scams around Covid19. Please take time to read and share this
information and remember you will never be asked to pay for any testing regarding the
virus.
https://www.nationaltradingstandards.uk/news/beware-of-covid19-scams/
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CHURCH PAGES
This information was correct at the time the magazine went to print – details may
have changed, please check before attending any service mentioned below.
SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH (as last month)
As I write this things remain uncertain as to what we will be able to do this Christmas.
Sadly our traditional carols by candlelight service will not be able to go ahead this year as
restrictions on congregational singing and issues over social distancing make it
impractical. So I do hope that you will still sing, whistle or hum carols this year in your own
homes and in your own way.
The hall will remain closed for activities and events until restrictions allow otherwise and
appropriate risk assessments are done. Then all being well we might be able to start to
think about welcoming groups back. I do have to emphasize however that we need to do
this properly in accordance with Methodist Church and Government guidelines.
We do hope to be opening the chapel for worship again on Sunday 6th December
10.30am After that we will meet on 13th and 20th at 10.30am and have a Christmas Day
service on 25th at 9.30am. There will be no service on 27th December.
Christmas this year will be very different. There will be many things that we normally do
that we cannot, but maybe instead we might find something different to do and in that way
still make Christmas special. We can also focus on the message of Christmas that tells us
God so loved the world that He sent his only begotten son. I believe God still loves the
world and is with us all at this difficult time. His light still shines even in the darkest of
places.
I pray that you will feel God’s love surrounding you this Christmas time and that His light
will guide us all into the New Year.
God Bless
Tim,
Rev Tiim Francis, Shelley Methodist Church

Welcome Packs
Carole Hepworth would like to remind everyone in Shelley that Welcome Packs
are available for new residents to Shelley. Please inform her if you know of
anyone new who has moved into the area.
Her telephone number is 608963
Or email steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH
Services and Events during January
(All at Emmanuel (Parish) Church unless otherwise stated)
Sundays

9:30am

Holy Communion Service

COVID 19
Currently the church is permitted to celebrate services given some limitations:
Sunday Services; These are able to take place but with a limitation of 30 people
participating. Designated seating is labelled to allow the requisite social distancing.
Mask should be worn by the congregation. Movement in about the church is guided
by appropriate marking to maintain social distancing. Communion can be taken
but only of the bread and not the wine. Regrettable there can be no congregational
singing but a small group is allowed to sing. There is always some music though.
Baptisms , Weddings and Funerals. These services can take place in church but
are limited to 30 people participating .
Church Contacts Revd Amanda Grant tel 605858 amandagrant1@hotmail.com
Baptisms and Weddings: Mrs Carol Robertshaw
Funerals

860657

Mr S Hughes 605755
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HEALTH
What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed.
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the
emergency services on 999.
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do;
they will also need to know where you are.
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched
immediately.
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the
location of a local defibrillator.
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –
On the Shelley Village Hall
98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car
park
On the Rising Sun Public House at
162 Penistone Road.
On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at
267 Huddersfield Road

Flu vaccinations 2020/21
(taken from Government press release 20 November 2020.
Adults over the age of 50 will be able to get their free flu vaccine from 1 December in the
next phase of this year’s expanded flu vaccination programme, the government has
confirmed.
Individuals aged 50 to 64 will be able to get a vaccine from their GP or pharmacy. This
significant new group can now be included in the flu programme, with the initial phase of
flu vaccinations well under way.
Flu vaccine uptake is higher in all vulnerable groups except pregnant women compared
with this time last year. Provisional data published by Public Health England on Thursday
20 November suggests 72.9% of those aged 65 and over, 45.0% of 2 year olds and 46.8%
of 3 year olds have had their vaccine.
GPs, trusts and pharmacists can order additional stock to vaccinate this new group from
the centrally secured government supply of over 7 million vaccines.
This has been secured amid high global demand for more flu vaccine and now means
vaccines can be provided to this group over December and into the New Year. There is
enough flu vaccine supply to vaccinate 30 million people throughout this year’s flu season
in England.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine
(from NHS website)
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The coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine is safe and effective. It gives you the best protection
against coronavirus.
Who can get the COVID-19 vaccine
The NHS is currently offering the COVID-19 vaccine to people most at risk from
coronavirus.
The vaccine is being offered in some hospitals and hundreds of local vaccination centres
run by GPs.
It's being given to:
• some people aged 80 and over who already have a hospital appointment in the next
few weeks
• people who live or work in care homes
• health care workers at high risk
The vaccine will be offered more widely, and at other locations, as soon as possible.
The order in which people will be offered the vaccine is based on advice from the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI).
The NHS will let you know when it's your turn to have the vaccine. It's important not
to contact the NHS for a vaccination before then.

JCVI advises that the first priorities for the COVID-19 vaccination programme should be
the prevention of mortality and the maintenance of the health and social care systems. As
the risk of mortality from COVID-19 increases with age, prioritisation is primarily based on
age.
The order of priority for each group in the population corresponds with data on the number
of individuals who would need to be vaccinated to prevent one death, estimated from UK
data obtained from March to June 2020 (see reference 3).
This priority list is as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

residents in a care home for older adults and their carers
all those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care workers
all those 75 years of age and over
all those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable
individuals[footnote 1]
all those 65 years of age and over
all individuals aged 16 years to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put
them at higher risk of serious disease and mortality
all those 60 years of age and over
all those 55 years of age and over
all those 50 years of age and over

It is estimated that taken together, these groups represent around 99% of preventable
mortality from COVID-19.
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CLUBS AND GROUPS
Shelley Over 60s - January 2021
After the first lockdown in July we said we needed to carry out risk assessments for
activities before they could restart and we also needed to find covid-secure venues.
Having done this we then started some limited activities with the following guidelines:
Meetings were by invitation only and restricted to members. Only one activity would take
place at a time. Initially members would be allowed to participate in one activity only to
reduce the risk of transmission and to allow more people to take part.
With full lockdown lifted at the start of December these activities will form the basis of a
provisional winter programme (below) when and if we are able to following government
guidelines. All our outdoor activities have recommenced. Indoor activities will restart after
the Christmas / New Year break subject to government guidelines. Contact activity leaders
as below or ring / text Carol on 07902744360.
Winter Programme
Monday pm Walking Football Contact Ian on 01484 603966.
Tuesday am Crafting/Knitting Contact Carol on 01484 606870.
Wednesday am Health Walks Contact Ian on 01484 604419.
Wednesday pm Carpet Bowls Contact Sheila on 01484 605546.
Thursday am Qigong Yoga Contact Ian on 01484 604419.
Thursday pm Bingo Contact Olwyn on 01484 301232.
Thursday pm Local Walk Contact Kevin on 01484 607619.
Friday pm Art Class Dorothy on 01484 603966.
( Everything subject to change and dependent on government guidelines )
Programme for 2021
Our original plan was to reschedule all our 2020 trips and activities for 2021. It looks now
that it will be late spring / early summer before any trips or events will be able to take
place. We will keep this under review and members should have or will be receiving, a
Diary with some post Easter provisional dates. There will be no Panto visit, January
shopping trip, Duck Drive or Valentine Dance.
Marie Moorhouse
Marie would like to thank all those who have contacted her or sent cards and letters
following her recent illness and recovery. Marie and all at the Club wish everyone a Happy
and hopefully more normal New Year.
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LETTERS
Hello to everyone in Shelley
I hope you have all had the best Christmas possible under the circumstances, and that you
are and will remain fit and well.
Although it sounds like an oxymoron, at first glance 2020 was an unforgettable year which
is best forgotten! It will, of course, be remembered for COVID-19 and little else (although
presumably it will also have seen the final acts of Brexit). We have seen great disruption,
both to our business and working lives and to social activities, and the national and local
economies must inevitably have been severely damaged. Time will tell on the extent of the
economic dislocation, but it will be significant.
Meanwhile the younger members of society have faced severe disruptions to their
education, not least those sixth-formers who were transitioning to University life, and many
parents have found themselves pressed into service as ad hoc teachers. We of the older
generation have found ourselves arbitrarily separated from children and grandchildren
(and, of course, great-grandchildren). Many residents of care homes, despite the heroic
efforts of their carers, have seen their social horizons shrink to the immediate surrounds of
their home, fellow residents and staff.
And yet… All has not by any means been negative. I have been both humbled and
inspired by the way the community, in Shelley and in other villages in the ward, has rallied
round to help the more vulnerable members. Individuals and local organisations have
helped out with shopping and collecting prescriptions, the Denby Dale Centre/Kirkburton
Hub has shouldered a great workload around the area and the Rural Place Partnership of
local Cllrs (which I lead) has provided over £125,000 of funding to enable our schools to
address mental health issues amongst our schoolchildren.
The Parish Council was quick to react, and voted extra funding to local organisations and
small village groups to help offset the loss of fund-raising events. That situation will be kept
under review. I have, unusually, been impressed by the performance of Kirklees Council.
Whilst there has been some disruption to “routine” services, Kirklees has overall done a
good job of reacting to circumstances and has proved to be nimble in redeploying officers
and resources to address the consequences of the pandemic. Both Councils deserve
much credit.
As for 2021, the first thing to say is that I have retired my crystal ball! 2020 has, on many
fronts, just been entirely unpredictable. There are some good omens on the 2021 horizon
though. One vaccine has been released for UK use, at least two more seem to be at an
advanced stage, and it is said that others are also in the pipeline. There are reasons to
hope that the pandemic will at last be on the retreat, and soon.
I’m sure that, like me, you will all be eagerly anticipating a return to something like normal
life. 2020 has certainly been trying, but it remains important not to throw away all of the
gains that have been bought by such rigorous and wearying attention to the various rules
and restrictions which we have collectively endured. It is important that the sacrifices which
we as a community have made are not wasted by prematurely breaking free of all
restraints. We need one last push to get over the line in safety.
As ever, please do contact me if there is anything I could help you with. By and large
Kirklees is providing a normal service, and any urgent matters will be dealt with.
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My very best wishes to you all for a happy and prosperous 2020.
Bill

(Bill Armer, Parish and Ward Cllr, email bill@gmx.ca, tel 01484
314314

Dear Residents,
Sadly my December/Christmas letter went astray when it left mail box. Therefore I shall
have to hope you had an enjoyable Christmas.
Darker nights have now descended upon us accompanied by thieves. Your Crime
Reduction Officers are :Stephen Forrest and Sharon Charlesworth. Tel 01924 431048 North or Sophie Burns Tel
01484 436849 South or Email: kirkleesCPO@westyorkshire.police.uk
They will be more than happy to offer advice relevant to your particular needs. Please take
care on the internet and on your phone, the scammers are out in full force. I myself have
had several spoof emails and telephone calls from callers wishing to relieve me of my
savings, little do they know I haven’t got any.
Covid still blights our lives with a second lockdown; will we have more of them? Until we
get a working vaccine and everyone starts to pull their weight regarding hands, face and
space then the answer must be yes. With regards to Covid I do sympathise with the
Government trying to get their actions right. Never before have we had a virus so tough to
deal with. At the time of writing this piece I had no idea what form Christmas would take.
Has your Christmas been the family break as we know it? Can we look forward to a better
New Year than the one we have just endured? I for one certainly hope so as the Covid
virus has severely interrupted my life. I haven’t met up with friends to catch up whilst
socialising. Outings have been none existent yet strangely some people have just gone
along as if all is well in the country. Mind you these have been the people who have in
many cases driven the need for the country to fully lockdown with sadly many people
losing their livelihoods due to closure of workplaces. We are all in it together! It does make
me wonder.
I would like to congratulate all our clubs/groups who applied and received a Parish Council
grant. On that note please do the same in 2021 when the time arrives. Small and larger
grants are available and please remember; if you don’t apply you cannot be considered.
We all pay into the Parish Council funds. The funds are there to help clubs and groups.
Exercising whilst in lockdown has in the main been achieved by walking around the village,
normally I would have been walking around the golf course and my better half would have
been going to dance exercise classes. However, I again find myself digging in the dirt and
clippers in hand doing my best to clear away the dead plants for winter. Problem is getting
rid of the rubbish to the tip. Last time we had lockdown it took me two and a half months to
get the rubbish to the tip due to queues and trailers being only allowed to visit the tip twice
a week.
One thing of note and that is the cricket field wall keeps being vandalised. The cost of
repairs to dry stone walls is quite costly and I am sure the cricket club cannot easily afford
repeated repair bills. The recreational field and toddlers play area will be changing in the
future. A grant was afforded to Carol and David Rowatt for the development of a
Petanque/Boules pitch and the toddlers area will be undergoing improvements both to the
area and its equipment.
Once again a big shout out should go to the SCA and its hard working enthusiastic
volunteers. Having said that these enthusiastic volunteers are not getting any younger –
sorry – and they would love for new people to come along to the monthly meetings,
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second Monday of the month at 7:30pm in the Village Hall when they resume. So, come
along and join in.
Rumour has it that the housing development on Bradley Golf Course is on the back burner
due to problems with the Leeds Road/Cooper Bridge link road development. Because of
the link road development problems they have looked at the infrastructure and realised
that the existing road network will not accept a housing development the size of Bradley’s,
now that is a first. Next thing they may start taking into consideration amenities such as
dentists, school placements, public transport etc before allowing large housing
developments.
Locally – Lepton, Penistone Road – could be seeing housing developments either side of
Rowley Lane on Penistone Road. It does make you wonder when tearing up the
countryside will cease. People tell me its progress!
However whatever its shape or form I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and
your families a Happy New Year. Keep well and stay safe.
Ray Bray (PCllr)

A tribute to “Sir Kev” ...The Saddleworth connection
My activities as a fund raiser moved up a couple of gears in 2005 when, as Chairman of
Kirkburton Parish Council, I met the Chairman of Saddleworth Parish Council, Dr. David
Atherton. I soon discovered that people in that area were very generous and that fund
raising was in their genes!
In 1974 under a Government reorganisation Saddleworth was removed from The West
Riding and put into Greater Manchester against the will of the people. Going back to
Norman times, Saddleworth had always been in Yorkshire. The medallion on the
Chairman of Saddleworth Parish Councillor’s chain proclaims “Saddleworth in the County
of York” and in the foyer of the hall in Uppermill where they hold their meetings, the same
words are spelt out in tiles. There is still a strong feeling, particularly with the older people
that they should be reunited with their fellow Yorkshiremen this side of the Pennines.
Boundaries may change but not the character of the people.
Those of you who have been on my coach trips to the continent, attended the French
Sunday lunches and “Allo ‘Allo“ evenings at the Flying Ferret will have shared happy times
with my Saddleworth friends. They have supported our fund raising events including the
Garden Festivals over the years. Saddleworth is a collection of small villages on the west
side of the Pennines, and it is evident they all know each!
One of the ladies is always proud to tell me that she taught Kevin Sinfield, now MBE., at
school in Saddleworth, recalling that he was always a nice , polite lad who became Head
Boy. Coincidental with the time Kevin attended the school, there was a change in Head
Teacher, a man who supported Rugby League. He introduced The game to the school and
the rest,as they say, is history! Kevin went on to have a hugely successful playing career
not only captaining Leeds Rhinos but England as well. He is now Director of Rugby for the
Leeds Rhinos.

The year 2020 could easily be confined to history as a a non event, a time when our
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holidays were cancelled and there was nothing to do because of the restrictions imposed
by COVID 19. Thank goodness there are innovators who have come up with fresh ideas
as to how we can run our lives, and be safe! People of all ages have raised much needed
money for charities. They have been very successful and applauded by the general public.
Kevin and his Rugby League colleagues knew they could not go on holiday and they were
very much aware that one of their colleagues, Rob Burrow was suffering from the dreadful
Motor Neuron disease for which there is no known cure. Rob enjoyed 17 years playing
alongside Kevin. They both gained international status and between them won everything
going with the successful Leeds Rhinos. The two have mutual respect. At five feet five
inches, Rob was the smallest player in Super League and played at number 7.
Kevin decided to run 7 marathons in 7 days and raise £77,777! He had good support
throughout with friends and colleagues pacing him, running and on bikes, some wearing
Santa gear!
At this point, I have to say that my good friend, Dr. David Atherton sadly died at the
beginning of the year, just before the start of the pandemic. Both he and his wife Glenys
were keen supporters of Rugby League. David would have loved to have been there for
the marathon runs for Motor Neurone disease. On the day of the last marathon, Glenys
was standing at her front gate in Greenfield. The running group spotted her and Kevin
gave her the “high five”. At that time donations were rolling in at the rate of just over
£10,000 per minute! As I write, just one day after the end of the challenge, the fund stands
at over £,2,000,000, a fine tribute to a humble and brave man and his colleagues.
BBC breakfast featured the story every morning raising its profile to viewers. Despite the
seriousness of the reason for the run, there was much happiness at what was being
achieved particularly in the Burrow family.
A comment by Kevin having completed one of his marathons reminded me of a fellow
marathon runner in the first London marathon in 1981. We were approaching a bridge
connecting two docks on the Isle of Dogs. A southern voice said, “They didn’t tell us there
were any hills.” A northern voice replied, “This is downhill where we come from!” After
games and exercise, apparently Kevin puts his feet in an ice bath. After completing one
marathon he said he wasn’t going to do that, adding that people in Saddleworth only did
that to get warm!
The money raised by Kevin Sinfield will benefit the Burrow family and research into finding
a cure for Motor Neurone Disease. Let us hope that the money keeps coming in!
By the time Doctor David’s funeral was arranged, we were in lockdown. Only a few family
members were allowed to attend and there was no wake. But people stood, in
Saddleworth socially distanced along the funeral route and threw flowers on to the cortège.
Next year when the pandemic is well and truly over, there will be a wake and it will be one
hell of a party! David would not have wanted it otherwise!
This year we have seen, and experienced so many acts of kindness towards our fellow
men where people have gone that extra mile, out of their comfort zone. We see it every
day. As human beings, it is innate in all of us that when the chips are down we help each
other out!
Malcolm MacDonald
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Changing values. Postage; and pension perks
During the latter half of the 1830’s the postal service of this country was descending into
chaos! Few people used it because of the high level of illiteracy, (School attendance
wasn’t mandatory until the Education Act of 1870) and it was very expensive. The carriage
of letters was charged by the mile. Most letters were sent by the legal profession. Others
were sent by privileged people at no charge. Postage for private letters were charged at
the point of receipt. Recipients were often too poor to pay the postage. It became
common for senders to put a simple coded message on the front of the letter so that the
recipient could interpret the markings as meaning, say, “I am now fully recovered”, or “I
would welcome a visit from you.” This information would be all they needed to know and
so they would hand the letter back without paying the postage. No surprise then that the
postal service was losing money! The public were consulted and invited to come up with
a remedy.
Roland Hill suggested that postage should be prepaid and this would increase profitability.
His second idea was so innovative that it caused a public uproar!
His idea was that postage should be charged at the uniform rate of 1d, for delivery to all
corners of the kingdom. This would mean that the cost of sending letters would only be at
a fraction of the going rate at the time. His idea was ridiculed by many in the higher
echelons of society, particularly the ones who had free postage and others said that it
would be a huge loss maker. Hill argued the point that at 1d the cost of sending a letter
would be affordable for everyone even the poorest of people. Further, that it would
encourage letter writing to such an extent, that the volume of letters would increase
dramatically and put the postal service into profit. To streamline the process even further,
postage would be prepaid by means of an adhesive stamp. And so on 6 May 1840 Britain
became the first country in the world to use postage stamps, as the penny black went on
sale at post offices all over the country in sheets of 240. Yes, you could send 240 letters
for £1! The penny black bore the young Queen Victoria’s head, security lettering but not
the name of the country. There was no need to! As other countries produced their own
stamps, they had to include the name of the issuing country but because we were the first
we were allowed to continue without!
Rolland Hill’s belief that the volume of postage would increase significantly was quickly
proven. The post office was well in pocket so much so that the cost of sending a letter
remained at 1d for 78 years until 1918, when it rose to one and a half (old) pence, so you
could still send 160 letters for £1. In 1940 during World War II the cost rose to two and a
half (old) pence, 96 letters for £1 and in 1971, the year of decimalisation, to 3 new pence,
33 letters for £1.
Now looking at perks for pensioners.
Free television licences were introduced for the over 75’s in November 2000. However,
recently, it was argued that there is “simply no reason why retired judges, lawyers,
bankers, and doctors should receive a free television licence when younger generations
are struggling financially.” Free television licences for all pensioners other than those on
pension credit have now been withdrawn. Currently the licence is £157.50.
Winter fuel allowance is paid at the rate of £200 per household where one member is over
75. This increases to £300 per household where one member is over 80.
One of the oldest perks is the pensioners £10 Christmas bonus. This was established
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through the Pensioners and Family Income Supplement Payment Act 1972 and at the time
was more than the weekly pension payment. It was fixed for just a year but has been paid
every year since.
However, perhaps the most bizarre pensioners’ perk is the “Age Addition”, introduced in
1971. It is paid at the age of 80 at the rate of 25p per week and is taxable! It was to
recognise “albeit in a small way the special claims of very elderly people who need help
rather more than others. As they grow old, their possessions wear out and they need help
for necessary jobs they used to do themselves.” (Hansard).
With the cost of sending a letter first class rising on 1 January 2021 to 85p this means that
a tax paying pensioner will have to save up for 5 weeks to buy a first class stamp. Now, I
wonder what Roland Hill would think about that!
Malcolm MacDonald

CHRISTMAS ON FAR BANK
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