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JANUARY 2023                                    No. 496 
 
A very thin Shelley Mag this month – not sure if it’s the early production date, the pressure 
of Christmas or the general stress that people are feeling.   
 
The threatened range of public sector strikes into 2023 will affect all of us to a greater or 
lesser extent.  Whilst we may be inconvenienced, strikers lose pay in order to express their 
discontent to their employers and ultimately to the public.  These are not easy actions to 
deliver or to accept, but they are not taken lightly by workers.  It is, after all, a two-way 
street – both public sector employers and employees have to respect each other in order 
manage their sometimes tricky relationship, and when that fine balance is upset it is the 
public that are directly caught in the cross fire.  By definition, public sector services both 
benefit and affect all of us – and when those workers feel that their voice can be heard 
only by withdrawing their labour, we realise just how much that benefit affects our daily 
lives. 
 
It feels like a bumpy start to the New Year, but hopefully one that will result in resolution to 
this stalemate and an improved appreciation of the role of the public sector in all our lives. 

Material for the February issue should be submitted by 15th January to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
 

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 

Advert changes for April 2023 MUST be notified by March 1st 2023 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
 

Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we may have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs., (JPGs) 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended 
for publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 

Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  bookings-shelleyvillagehall@mail.com    
Please note the new email address.

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

Shelley Community Association cancelled their December Monthly Meeting due to adverse 
weather conditions and in view of so many Apologies. 
 
We would like to thank Carol Ward for creating the SCA Xmas Tree for the very successful 
Christmas Tree Festival in Emmanuel Church – all the trees were a credit to each group- 
and we all enjoyed admiring them. 
 
We would also like to thank Cllr Bill Armer for pushing the re-surfacing of Cleveland Way 
and Grampian Close – the contractors did a brilliant job all in the week – and it is so much 
smoother and easier to use – as a motorist and pedestrian! We are hoping that Westerley 
Lane and Way are given a similar treatment in the spring. Thank you Bill for all your hard 
work. 
 
We were sad to learn that Margaret Brook had recently died – she was Shelley’s 
Councillor on Kirkburton Parish Council from 1999 until 2007. She had also been involved 
in Meals on Wheels in Shelley and held lots of fund-raising events for many causes at her 
home off Near Bank. 
 
Shelley Environment Group have been busy planting daffodil and crocus bulbs around the 
village and were successful in obtaining a grant from Kirkburton Parish Council for their 
hanging baskets for Shelley.  
 
 
Shelley Welly Walk is on Sunday 1st January as every year – all walkers and their dogs 
welcome! Soup and light refreshments served in Village Hall after with donations for 
Shelley Community Association. 
Please meet at VH at 10 am for long 6 mile walk and 11am for shorter 3 mile walk. 
Alternatively the walk will pass by the entrance to Healey Greave Meadow approx. 10 mins 
after each start and you can join there. 
 
Our next meeting is Mon 9th January 2023 – all are very welcome – and we wish you a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

 

 

 

 
MAGAZINE NEWS 

 
 

Last month's seasonal cover was done by Sue Brant. 

This months front cover , Overlooking Digley reservoir, a watercolour by Shelley art group 
member Berenice Causer. 

Thank you to all the artists that help with our magazine cover. 
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LETTERS 

Hello friends and ex-neighbours in Shelley. 

Just a note to say I am sorry to have been unable to send out my usual Christmas 
greetings this year due to hospital visits and the long term effects of Covid. 

Here’s hoping you all have had a lovely Christmas and wishing you a very happy and 
healthy New Year. 

 Richard Dawson 

VILLAGE INFORMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to remind everyone 
in Shelley that Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please inform her if you 
know of anyone new who has moved into the 
area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 

        

 
 

CHURCH PAGES 

 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH   Services JANUARY 2023 

 

Regular Services: 

• Sundays 1st 8th 15th 22nd 10.00am Holy Communion Service followed by 
refreshments 

• Sunday 22nd this is a joint service with the Methodists 

• Sunday 29th No service at Emmanuel. A joint service at the Methodist Church 
at 10.30am 

• Wednesday  2.00pm 11th 25th  A short service of Holy Communion followed by 
refreshments and a chat everyone welcome 

 

If you need a lift to the Wednesday services please ring Carol Robertshaw  01484 
860657 

  

Church Contacts 

 Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033 

 Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755 

 

 

When is Chinese New Year? 
Chinese New Year always falls on the first day of the Chinese lunar calendar, which 
begins the day after the first new moon appears between 21 January and 20 February 
each year. 
That means that Chinese New Year falls on Sunday 22 January. 
Celebrations often last over two weeks in China, and the festivities are marked by Chinese 
people and others from East Asia all around the world. 
What is the animal this year? 
There are 12 Chinese zodiac animals, each of which is linked to certain characteristics and 
elements, and they rotate each year. 
 
2022 was a Year of the Tiger, and 2023 will be a Year of the Rabbit. 
 
For Chinese people, the rabbit is a tame creature representing hope and life for a long 
time. It is also seen as a symbol of pureness and auspiciousness. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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CLUBS AND GROUPS 
 
SHEPLEY WOMAN’S INSTITUTE  
 
During December we had our seasonal Christmas party with some tasty snacks and a quiz 
to keep us thinking whilst we ate. This was followed by a Snowman Drive, which was a bit 
like a beetle drive, but more seasonal and equally chaotic. Who knew that women could be 
so competitive? We also had our usual collection for the Welcome Trust. 
 
Our next afternoon meeting is on the 18th January at 2pm. Our visiting speaker is Beverly 
Juniper who will share some valuable tips on how to stretch those depleted budgets by 
avoiding food waste. With prices rising rapidly we all need to make the best use possible 
of our food purchases, so we hope to learn some valuable lessons. 
 
 
As the New Year starts, we are going to begin our new campaign to raise awareness  of 
Women with ADHD and Autism. Hopefully we will be sharing more details in the future. 
If you are interested in joining the WI then please email our Secretary Debra on 
debraniessen1@btinternet.com  or phone Sue on 01484 604826 

 

 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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EVENTS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES 
 

 
OPENING TIMES 

Monday 
Rhyme Time 2.30-3.00 Shepley 
Popular Science Readers 
Group—2.00-3.30 1st Monday 
of each month Denby Dale 
Creative Writers 7.00pm 
fortnightly at Shepley 
Mend it Mondays 4pm Denby 
Dale 

Thursday 
Rhyme Time 10.30 -11.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Readers Group (LK) 10.30am 
Last Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Readers Group (SS) 3.00-4.00 
2nd Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Hands On History 1.30-3.30 3rd 
Thurs of the month Denby Dale 
Knit & Natter 2.30pm Shepley 
 

 
 
 
Denby Dale Library 
Monday 1-6, Tuesday 10-1 
Wednesday 1-5, Friday 10-1 
Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Kirkburton Library 
Monday 2-5, Tuesday 2-6 
Wednesday 10-3  
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Shepley Library 
Monday 1-5   
Thursday 10-1 & 2-5   
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12 
 
 
 
Skelmanthorpe Library 
Monday 10-1  
Wednesday 10-1 & 2-6  
Thursday 10-12,  
Friday 10-1 
 
 
 
Contact: 01484 414868  
 

www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
Readers Group (JW) 10.30am 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
Denby Dale 
Jewellery Club 10.30am Denby 
Dale 
Book Club 6.00pm Kirkburton 
1st Tuesday of the month 
 

Friday 
Local History Group 10.00-
12.00 at Kirkburton 
Knit & Natter 2.00-4.00 
Kirkburton 
Family History One to One 
from 2.00pm last Friday of the 
month Shepley Library 
Readers Group 2.00pm every 3 
weeks –Skelmanthorpe 
Later At The Library— 7.30pm 
Last Friday of the month Denby 
Dale 
 

Wednesday 
Rhyme Time 10.30-11.00 
Kirkburton 
Story Time for 2–5-year-olds 
2.00-2.30 Kirkburton Term 
Time 
Knit & Natter 2.00-3.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Rhyme Time 2.00-2.30 Denby 
Dale 
Craft Group 1.30pm Denby 
Dale 
 

Saturday 
Lego Club 10.30-12.00 Shepley 
 

 
Our groups are all open groups unless stated, with no requirement to book. 

 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/
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COST OF LIVING 
 
I would like to share the following Cost of Living Support information for readers of the 
Shelley Magazine. There has been much in the media about self help with the Cost Of 
Living Crisis but little about local support.  Newspaper readers are now in the minority and 
those newspapers only tell us what they want us to hear tragically. The same can be said 
about our local MP and councillors sadly.  
Here is useful information mostly from Kirklees Council. which has been copied and 
adapted to the best of my ability and was current as at December 13th.  

In the backdrop of the Cost of Living Crisis, Kirklees Council is working very hard to ensure 

there is help to residents and give support where they can. They hope you will find the 

information below useful. 

Libraries –  The website https://www.warmwelcome.uk/ includes a map of warm spaces 

which included Kirklees Libraries. Check for library opening times.  
 
Kirkburton Library, Turnshaw Road 
FREE WIFIPARKINGACCESSIBLE TOILETS HOT DRINKS CHARGING 
FACILITIESCOMPUTER ACCESSCHILD FRIENDLY 
 
Community Plus – https://kirkleescommunityplus.co.uk/about-us/ supports people to live 
healthier, happier lives and feel more able to look after themselves. 

Kirklees Employment and Skills Support – Provide employment and skills support to 

individuals and businesses. Contact the Employment and Skills team to find out more 

on employmentandskills@kirklees.gov.uk. 

Local Help  

The Shelley community spirit is at its best during crises and can provide a boost by 

helping others in this Crisis with food parcels, access to the above websites and help, 

energy vouchers, financial support or just a check on them. Are the elderly or others 

frightened to put on the heating? Are parents going without a healthy meal to feed their 

kids? Are residents fearful of not being able to afford their rising rent and rising 

mortgages? Maybe the Community Association can encourage this support please in 

some way? 

All the Cost of Living information above is available online at www.kirklees.gov.uk/cost-of-

living, which can be translated into community languages at the click of a button via the 

‘select language box’ at the top of the page 

Travel  

Additionally the West Yorkshire Mayor Tracey Brabin’s  £2 maximum bus fares can help 

you to get about and save on parking charges, fuel costs and the environment. Free bus 

fares are available and half price train travel in West Yorkshire outside of rush hours if you 

have a seniors bus pass.  

Thank you Kirklees Council and Mayor Brabin.  
 
Let’s hope for a better, happier and more honest New Year.  
 
Terry Auckland  
Long Moor Lane, Shelley  
 

 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
https://www.warmwelcome.uk/
https://kirkleescommunityplus.co.uk/about-us/
https://kirkleescommunityplus.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/employment-information/employment-and-skills-support.aspx
mailto:employmentandskills@kirklees.gov.uk
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/cost-of-living
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/cost-of-living
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GARDENING DIARY JANUARY 2023 
 

January might not be the ideal time to start a gardening diary, but the start of the year 
offers a sense of change, resetting and renewal.  So I have decided to try to record the 
changes in the garden, the things I notice, the projects I start and the plans I have.  I will 
be adding photos of things that interest me – I might even take a picture of something in 
your garden if it catches my eye. 
 
Please feel free to join me over the next 12 months, and send your advice, comments, 
plans, projects and photos so that we can build a record of gardening in Shelley. 
 
Have no fear. I am a time strapped grandma with no horticultural training.  I do what I can 
to keep my garden looking ok, but I do enjoy it – no RHS Medals here! 
 
As I write this we are hopefully coming to the end of a very, very cold spell.  My pond (no 
fish) has been frozen solid and my seedlings (hardy annuals) are fighting for their lives.  
My greenhouse is unfortunately in a shady spot, and I’ve tried the “candle covered by a 
plant pot” trick to try to keep things alive – we’ll see. 
 
I have made several “bulb lasagnas” – layering tulips, narcissi, muscari and violas in pots.  
The violas (the only things currently above ground) are looking decidedly sad.  Even the 
snowdrops are struggling to appear at the moment. The rain and rising temperature this 
afternoon should help everything to perk them up a bit.   
 
Indoors, paperwhites, hyacinths and an odd amaryllis are looking fairly good – hope they 
will perform well for Christmas.  I’m not much of an indoor plant person – but these 
specially prepared bulbs are welcome during the dark days. 
 
One job that is crying out to be done in my garden is clearing more leaves from the lawn.  
It doesn’t seem to matter when you do that job, more leaves always come down.  I did, 
however, remember to dig up the dahlias and cover other more tender plants with mulch to 
try to protect them this winter.  Again, it remains to be seen whether or not that will have 
been successful.  One of those covered was a ginger that I bought in Cornwall.  I try not to 
buy things so far South of here – but sometimes you just can’t resist can you.  I was a bit 
over-excited when it flowered in late Summer, so I’m hoping for bigger and better things 
next year. 
 
January doesn’t really offer a lot in the garden – I’ve cleaned and sharpened my tools and 
will be thinking about a few seeds for the spring.   

frozen mahonia         frozen geranium  frozen greenhouse 

https://shelleyvillage.org/

