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                                           JUNE 2021                                No. 477 
 

Many of our more senior readers may remember the small wooden shop which occupied  
the position of our Fish and Chip shop. It was the local grocery store for the Westerley end 
of Shelley, owned by Richard and Mary Dawson, and run by them together with Mary’s 
sister, Jose Palfreman.  The building of the ‘chippy’ meant that a new shop was built where 
McCalls now stands. It was a single story building, but much bigger than the old ‘hut’ and it 
now had an off licence.  The years passed, and Dawson’s became Graham’s, now 
McColl’s.  Richard and Mary retired to a new bungalow on the site of the old Shelley 
Council Offices and sadly Mary died a few years ago. Last month Richard moved away 
from Shelley to go ‘down south’ to be nearer to his daughters.  All the best Richard; we 
hope that you retain happy memories of Shelley. 
 

Material for the July issue should be submitted by 15th June to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
Advertising rates are :- 
Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00 
Half page - one off - £12.00    Quarter page - one off - £8.00 
. 
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 

Advert changes for July 2021 MUST be notified by June 1st 2021 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for 
publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  starbatt2@gmail.com 
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

Dear All, 

Well – a momentous day as Lockdown is easing as I write this today with pubs, museums, 
restaurants and more activities allowed inside. After so much rain what a relief! 

There has been more activity with Shelley Community Association too with plenty of folk 
adding to the rising hope of more community freedom and interaction. 

A village Instagram account has been launched - @shelleyvillage where we hope local 
people post photos and notices to celebrate all things Shelley – there have been lots of likes 
and over 200 people are following the page – please download the free app and join in – the 
more the merrier! 

Carol Hepworth has kindly arranged the printing of the new Welcome Card which replaces 
the Pack – many thanks Carol – and for still hand-delivering it with a smile and a lot of local 
knowledge! 

Shortly there will be some really smart brown Open Spaces signs on our public areas, 
approved by Kirklees for their sites. This was an initiative started by the SCA in response to 
Ask Shelley where people said they didn’t always know where the open public spaces were! 
Of course Lockdown has probably changed this with all the walking we have done but we 
have added a QR code to each sign which links with the exact page of the website for each 
site with the history of the open space and notes on what you might find there at different 
times of the year – please do add to these pages with your own photos/jottings as it is a 
community website – email them to shelleyvillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Shelley Garden Festival on Sunday 4th July is coming together with tickets hopefully on sale 
in advance from McColls and at Shelley Village Hall. Tickets will be limited so it would be 
advisable to get yours early – there will be a contactless card machine in use at the Village 
Hall but cash will be required for refreshments and plants on sale in the gardens. 

Many thanks to Malcolm and Lorna and other volunteers for watering the new trees on the 
Rec during that very dry spell – not needed for the last month! The SCA are again sponsoring 
a hanging basket down Far Bank. And many thanks to Malcolm and Shelley Conservation 
Group for arranging and paying for the brand new steps down the Far Bank end of the Whins 
created by back-breaking work from TCV and with a generous grant from Kirkburton Parish 
Council. And a very big thank you to Damian for organizing this year’s village litter pick and to 
all those who volunteered to help – we can be very proud of how smart and clean we look! 
There is a lot of litter that gets removed. 

Finally we have made contact with Ann Sweeney who is the Social Practitioner at Kirkburton 
Health Centre and she is very interested to hear of all the activities and groups in Shelley 
designed to help tackle social isolation and problems associated with deteriorating health and 
outlook, particularly after the Pandemic. As groups re-start please do think if she can help 
you. 

Lots to look forward to – and especially for many of you meeting family and friends after 21st 
June after a long and enforced absence with perhaps time away planned – it will be more like 
Shelley again with not enough time to fit it all in! 

With best wishes, Shelley Community Association 
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FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP CAFE. 

2PM-4PM VILLAGE HALL – MAIN ROOM 

The past 14 months have been a strange and difficult time for most of us in one form or 
another. Many people may have felt a deep sense of loneliness and isolation due to 
restrictions placed upon us. 

We are now beginning to see light at the end of the tunnel, when once again we will be 
able to meet up and socialise. 

Our cafe is hoping to reopen on FRIDAY 2nd JULY from 2PM, We are so excited to able 
to meet up, share cake and coffee, see you all again, and to pick up where we left off. 

For those of you who have not been to the cafe, please be assured that you will receive a 
warm and friendly welcome from everyone. 

Sometimes meeting up with friends, old or new, can make a huge difference. 

If you live alone or are caring for someone, experiencing memory problems or you are 
bereaved, we are here, to listen to you, to laugh or cry with you, to support you and offer 
you friendship. 

DON’T BE SHY, GIVE US A TRY! 

COME ALONG IN JULY 
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GREAT NEWS! 

SHELLEY GALA 

will take place 

on 

SUNDAY 

11TH JULY 2021 

Shelley Cricket Club 

1.30-4pm 

Entry by programme 

£1 

COME IN FANCY DRESS 

Children and Adults – your 
choice! 

ADD THIS DATE TO YOUR 
CALENDAR 
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MEET TRY BUY at ArtattheHouse 2021 

Dear Shelley, 

Our plans to stage the third ArtattheHouse event at Cliffe House, Shepley in June have 
been temporarily derailed and had to be postponed due to crazy circumstances beyond 
anybody’s control. The event will now take place on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th 
September.  

Now, I’ve always believed in negatives being positives in disguise so here’s a couple of 
lists. 

Downside –  

• We have to wait until September to put on this amazing event 

• It was a unique experience setting up shop in the fully blooming woods of Cliffe 
House in June 

• Us artists are skint. We need to show the world our lockdown creativity and offer the 
public the chance to BUY something different…… 

Upsides –  

• Cliffe House in September is a beautiful sight, leaves turning, colour everywhere. 
Art everywhere. 

• The vast majority of artists have reconfirmed their commitment to the event. We 
have time to build on that with more now being available. You can MEET them and 
discuss what they do. 

• We’re not mentioning the weather usually being better in September because we all 
know how unpredictable it can be at any time of the year but we will be well covered 
for all eventualities. 

• Cliffe House has been refurbished and will be looking magnificent and this is the 
first big event after the work has been completed so we have plenty to celebrate. 

ArtattheHouse will stimulate all the senses with scripts being played out in the woods. 
Scissett Youth Band return to give us more spectacular performances and a piano will play 
amongst the trees amid the haunting tones of Mongolian Throat Chanting and 
performance poetry. 

At the time of writing we have over 40 artists exhibiting a wide variety of media including 
Ceramics, Painting, Sculpture, Creative Textiles, Print-making, Drawing, Glass, Enamel & 
Copper and Jewellery to name but a few. Many of these will be offering workshops for you 
to TRY. 

There will be a booking system on the website for the public to pre-book onto a 
wide variety of workshops. Watch this space and follow us @artatthehouse for 
updates and featured artist posts. 
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With a bottle bar, a special ArtattheHouse Jolly Boys Ale on tap and a variety of world 
foods to choose from, it’s all set up to be a great weekend for art lovers and families! 

Nigel Hoyle and the ArtattheHouse 2021 Team 

 

       

      

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAGAZINE NEWS 

 
This month’s front cover is of the old coop at the top of Near Bank, 
by Shelley resident Lav Mell. 
 
Sue Brant 
 

Subscriptions for Magazine 

We have not collected any subscriptions since August 2019 due to the pandemic and 
restrictions being in place and also in order to keep our distributors safe. 

Now things are easing off we have made the decision to resume collecting for 2021/2022. 

We have been using funds which we were fortunately holding but now find because we 
have not collected for 9 months it is necessary for us to increase the cost which will now 
be £6 for everybody. The last time we had to increase the cost was in 2014. 

Your distributor will be calling on you over the next couple of months. 

Thank you for your understanding and support in these trying times. 

Barbara Keaveney 

Distribution 
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LOCAL GROUPS 

 

SHELLEY CONSERVATION GROUP 
 

The steps down the Whins have finally been finished today, May the fourth! The project 
has been ‘work in progress’ since early last year. We had permission from the land 
owners, Kirklees Council, and had accumulated, ring fenced money, kindly match funded 
by Kirkburton Parish Council. We chose Trust for Conservation Volunteers to do the work 
as they had constructed the original steps for Shelley Conservation Group 20 years ago. 
  
It is important that the steps are kept in a safe condition as they form an important link in a 
circular path around the Whins which has had considerable footfall throughout the 
pandemic. This time as a safety measure a hand rail has been installed. As a result of 
Covid restrictions TCV had to delay the start of the work until the end of March but the 
project is now complete and has already attracted lots of positive feedback. 
  
Following some work by local environmentalists, who removed immediate vegetation and 
replaced 3 of the most damaged steps, TCV have worked hard with just three people over 
several days to build 25 further steps to finish the job in impressive style. I hope that local 
residents and visitors to the Whins will enjoy the circular path and that the steps will be 
good for a further 20 years! 
  
Many thanks to all who have helped to make this project possible! 
  
Malcolm MacDonald 
Chair 
  

Shelley Conservation Group 
  
  

SHELLEY OVER 60s - JUNE 2021 

Our Own Roadmap - Cautious Optimism ? 

With pandemic restrictions being further eased now that we are past the May 17th marker 
set by the government, it’s time to review the next stage of opening up of the Shelley Over 
60s Club. 

Several outdoor activities have already begun and the further easing of restrictions means 
that greater numbers will be able to be accommodated. If you are interested in joining any 
of these activities, please get in touch with the appropriate activity leader. 

As regards our indoor activities, we now have access to indoor venues. Numbers are still 
limited, at least until June 21st, but interested members should contact the activity leader 
as above for the latest situation for any particular activity. 

From June 21st all restrictions on social contact are scheduled to be removed, which 
hopefully means that we can soon revert to a fuller programme of social interaction. Many 
members are asking about the resumption of our coach trips, always popular events. At 
the time of writing, no trips are scheduled, but this will be reviewed on or soon after June 
21st. 
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Walking with the Over60s 

If you fancy a walk in June we have several walks organised. Every Wednesday morning 
we organise a Health Walk from the Methodist Hall lasting about an hour. Meet at 10.00am 
at the Methodist Hall for the walk followed by refreshments in the Hall. Contact Kath on 
01484 607251 for details. On Thursday afternoons in June we will be organising a longer 
walk starting from the Village Hall at 2.00pm and lasting about 2 hours contact Kevin on 
01484 607619 for details. 

Evening Walk - Wednesday Evening June 9th 2021 

On Wednesday evening June 9th we will be walking from the Flying Ferret for a walk of 
about 2 hours concluding the evening with a drink at the Ferret. Meet at the Ferret for 
7.00pm. All are welcome. For more details contact Kevin on 01484 607619 . 

Midsummer Boundary Walk - Monday June 21st 2021 

On Monday June 21st we are organising a midsummer boundary walk. The walk will 
consist of 4 separate walks. The 1st departs from the Three Acres at 10.00am across the 
fields to Shelley College. The 2nd walk is from Shelley College to Thunderbridge. Lunch 
will then be taken before we recommence at 2.30pm from the Three Acres. The 3rd walk 
starting at the Three Acres is the easiest of the 4 walks, a short stroll down to Kirkburton 
Medical Centre. The 4th and final walk will then begin at the Medical Centre and end up at 
the Woodman, Thunderbridge. Each of the 4 strolls will have its own leader and last about 
an hour. Please note a degree of fitness will be required and there are many stiles on 
some of the walks. If you would like to join us or want further details contact Jean on 
607490. Transport between walks will be provided where needed. 

 

Walking Football - Friday Afternoons 

We have started our sessions of Walking Football on the Friday afternoons running from 
2.00pm to 3.00pm. For more information contact Ian Burkinshaw on 01484 603966. 

Over60s Digital Photography Competition 2021 

Our Digital Photography Competition is open to members and villagers over 60. To 
compete you need to submit a digital picture taken in Shelley or of Shelley. Entries must 
be received by August 19th and can be can e-mailed with your details to 
shelleydigitalphoto@yahoo.co.uk . The finalists will be judged at our Coffee Day on August 
31st. 

 

SHELLEY TODDLERS 

An update to the advert for the group, which is in our centre pages: 

The email is shelleytoddlers@yahoo.com,  

and the phone number (Lisa)  07717 360163.  
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

Online Shopping  
 
With the pandemic still very much with us, shopping on the internet may well be your 
preferred choice, making it very important to make sure you’re buying safely and securely, 
and not falling victim to a scam.  
 
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIMES, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT 

CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH 

THEIR ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.   

NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND 

YOU WILL NOT GO TO COURT 

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
Contact your local policing team on 101, or  

FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999 

 
Below is a link which will take you to Trading Standards website, where information can be 
found in relation to Scams around Covid19.  Please take time to read and share this 
information and remember you will never be asked to pay for any testing regarding the 
virus. 
https://www.nationaltradingstandards.uk/news/beware-of-covid19-scams/ 
 
 
 
 I have received a vast amount of information from Kirklees Council about  a variety of 
events/opportunities. Please let me know, which, if any you would like more information 
about; 
  
Come Dine with us, learn about food and nutrition from the comfort of your home 
Stress management course 
Bouldering for fun (young people) 
Grants available, 1 x Kirklees Community Buildings Recovery Grants, 1 x Do Something 
Now – Covid-19 Response is a community investment opportunity to help communities 
respond to the challenges facing Kirklees as a result of Covid-19. 
Drug and alcohol advice for young people 
Kirklees Employment services support 
Wellbeing experience days, and many more. 
  
Regards 
  
Bev Fox 
Force Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
West Yorkshire Police 
Holmfirth Police Station 
Huddersfield Road 
Holmfirth. HD9 3JL 
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MP LETTER  

 

I am down in London at the moment, back at the Palace of Westminster as the new 
session of Parliament is opened by Her Majesty the Queen. Unfortunately I was not 
successful in the ballot to be sat in the House for the occasion but all the same it is nice to 
be back down in Westminster for the first time since before Christmas, able to meet with 
Ministers and colleagues. 

Whilst all my parliamentary and constituency work continued remotely, asking questions, 
attending committee meetings and taking part in debates, it is not the same as being there 
in person. I am glad that as the vaccination rollout continues and restrictions ease, I am 
able to finally return to parliament. I also welcome the further relaxations of restrictions in 
the coming months and hopefully we can all return to some semblance of normal life. I am 
looking forward to being able to attend village events and activities and am looking forward 
to coming to the Shelley Open Gardens event and others during the Summer months. 
Getting out and meeting people is something that I have missed during the pandemic. 

The further changes on 17th May will see the return of indoor hospitality, albeit in a covid 
secure way and I warmly welcome this. The hospitality sector, our pubs, cafes and 
restaurants has been very hard hit by the need to close during the pandemic and I am glad 
that moves are finally afoot to gradually reopen them as I know how improtant this sector 

is not only to the local economy but also to villages and people’s sense of well being. I will 
certainly be visiting a number of businesses in the coming weeks and hope that you will all 
also help suport local businesses as they start the long road to recovery. 

I have, in the last month or so, been supporting my Conservative colleagues who have 
been standing in the local elections and have been happy to have the opportunity to meet 
with people, at a social distance obviously, and discuss what is important to them and 
answer questions I have always enjoyed this aspect of campaigning, being able to get out 
and talk to people and hear different points of view. Whilst the overall results of the 
elections across the country were very favouable for the Party, I was especially pleased to 
see that here in Shelley Cllr Richard Smith was handsomely re-elected. I know how hard 
Richard and his ward colleagues work on your behalf so it is great to see he is back to 
serve for another term. 

During the campaign I was glad to welcome the Rail Minister, Chris Heaton Harris to 
Shepley Station to discuss my joint bid with the MP for Penistone & Stocksbridge to the 
levelling up fund to improve the frequency of trains on the Penistone Line. Whilst here we 
showed him the lack of disability access on the Sheffield Platform and he has taken this 
issue away to find out how funding can be made available to address this as well. 
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CHURCH PAGES 

 
 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH 

We are back with a new service time of 10:00 am! 

New rules for funerals and weddings (See below) 

Services and Events during June 

(All at Emmanuel (Parish) Church unless otherwise stated) 

Sundays 10:00 am Holy Communion Service 

COVID 19 

Precautions; Until further notice people attending services should wear masks; use 
sanitiser on entering the church and maintain social distancing by only sitting in designated 
seats 

Funerals. These services can take place in church but after recent national relaxation of 
restrictions there are still limits on numbers attending. We have reassessed the Covid risks 
and can now allow 44 people to attend a funeral. 

Weddings Until 21st June 30 people will be allowed (under new government regulations). 
Subsequently numbers should be unrestricted. 

Church Contacts 

Revd Amanda Grant 07745 130033 

Baptisms and Weddings: Mrs Carol Robertshaw 860657 

Funerals Mr S Hughes 605755 

SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Good news – we are now open for weekly worship, with COVID restrictions on numbers 
and no singing. But it is wonderful to be able to see and join all our friends again and to 
welcome worshipers back to our historic chapel. 

At present the circuit plan is being produced monthly and we do not yet know who will be 
leading our services in June but unless things go drastically wrong there will be a service 
each Sunday at 10.30am. If you wish to join us please wear a face covering and be aware 
that the external doors will be kept open. Hand sanitizer is available on entry and we are 
operating a one way system for entry and exit with socially distanced seating and limited 
numbers. 

We are also beginning to welcome some of our user groups back to our Church Hall 
subject to national rules and acceptable risk assessment. 
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HEALTH 

  

 
What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed. 
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the 
emergency services on 999. 
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do; 
they will also need to know where you are. 
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched 
immediately.  
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the 
location of a local defibrillator. 
 
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –  
 
On the Shelley Village Hall   98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car 

park 
On the Rising Sun Public House at  162 Penistone Road. 
 
On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at  267 Huddersfield Road 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shelley Village Website 

 
Again as a reminder you can find the website by typing the shelleyvillage.org url into your 
browser, after a few weeks you should be able to find it by searching on google. 

 

 
Welcome Packs 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Packs are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
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LETTERS 

 
 
KIRKLEES COUNCIL REPORTS 

Hello to all in Shelley 

Well, the elections are over and you have had the opportunity to make your mark, quite 
literally. My congratulations to my colleague Richard Smith on his re-election as one of our 
Kirklees Councillors, and my commiserations to all of the unsuccessful candidates. With a 
turnout of around 43%, which in the greater scheme of things is reasonably high for a local 
election, Democracy has not by any means been disgraced. Labour remain the largest 
Party on Kirklees Council, and will no doubt be able to count on the support of a couple of 
the very minor parties in order to continue to set the Council agenda. As is the way of the 
world, the results will bring relief to some, chagrin to others and will not register with many. 
‘Twas ever thus. 

Due to the production schedule of the Magazine, I have to write this a fortnight before you 
read it. Given that, as I write, there is speculation about the effects of the surge in 
infections due to the Indian Variant on the schedule for the relaxation of the Covid 
lockdown rules, I cannot be absolutely certain here. I certainly hope that we can see an 
early resumption of community events in the village, and that planning can now go ahead 
with confidence for a full range of events next year. My best guess is that the already 
announced relaxations will go ahead as planned, and as a nation we will move ever closer 
to “normality”. 

The question is, of course, just what will that normality look like? It seems to me that there 
will be differences when compared with the way things were. It may take time for people to 
regain a taste for crowded places, whether for shopping or entertainment. 

Many people have discovered home shopping, whether that be for weekly groceries or 
larger items, and I think a number will continue to “click to order” in future. It remains to be 
seen how large that number is. Similarly, entertainment has become more home-oriented, 
with a number of internet movie and video services gaining favour. Alongside this, there 
has been a growth in the use of home delivery services for take away food and snacks. 
Again, only time will tell how substantial and long-lasting changes in our habits will prove 
to be. What I do think, with some confidence, is that there will be change. 

With the end of the election period, and the relaxation of Covid restrictions, I look forward 
to Kirklees becoming much more active and reactive in meeting the needs of the 
community, in Shelley and further afield. To put it another way, they are running out of 
excuses and I will be looking for a full range of services, including vegetation 
management, the deployment of Speed Indicating Devices (SIDs) on village roads and 
routine repair and maintenance jobs. 

One area where Kirklees have been active is on the Rec., and I have received several 
messages commenting positively about the newly introduced trees. I think there is 
something of a parable here though: trees are an enhancement to our environment, on 
many levels, but they are slow to reach their full effect. In much the same way, Kirklees 
can be slow to act, but usually do get there in the end. I see it as a major part of my task to 
persuade them to move more speedily! 
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Please feel free to contact me (01484 314314, email bill@gmx.ca) with any queries or 
comments. If you have issues with Kirklees services, or if you wish to report faults on 
Highways or with street lighting, it is better to email me on bill.armer@kirklees.gov.uk. 
Unless you tell me otherwise, I may forward emails to my Kirklees address on to a relevant 
Kirklees Department for action. 

With my best wishes to you all, 

Bill 

(Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, email bill@gmx.ca, Tel 01484 314314) 

 
 
I would like to thank the people of Shelley for all the support I received during the Local 
Elections recently. I also really appreciated the congratulatory messages and emails I 
received since.  
 
I look forward to being able to be out and about more in the coming weeks as the 
lockdown restrictions continue to ease. It is always good to be able to speak to people face 
to face and discuss what matters to them locally.  
 
The best way to get in touch with me is via email on Richard.smith@kirklees.gov.uk or 
richard4kirkburton@gmail.com  
 
Thanks again for your support, Best Wishes,  
 
Richard.  
Richard Smith. Ward Councillor (Kirkburton Ward) 
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PLACE NAMES IN SHELLEY 
 
 
In 2009, Dr George Redmonds, a well known local historian, published a book entitled 
‘Place Names of Kirkburton, Shepley and Shelley’.  The place names of our local villages 
are a real link with the past, and with the kind permission of Dr Redmond’s widow, Anne-
marie,  we will be reproducing extracts from his book in this and future editions of the 
magazine.  Sadly the book is now out of print, so unless you are fortunate enough to 
possess a copy, our magazine must be your source of information.   
 
We begin (for no particular reason) with: 
 
BARK HOUSE LANE  
 
The 'bark house' was a building where bark was stored by tanners, but the term 
sometimes came to be used as a synonym for the tan house or actual work place. 
The first example I have noted is in a document of 1532 which granted Richard Paver the 
use of the barkhouse, mylne, kylne, seisterns, etc at Fountains Abbey.  The context in this 
case makes it clear that it was indeed the tan house. 
 
In Shelley, the place-name occurs more than once.  In the court roll for 1665 there is 
mention of tenants whose grounds abutted upon......Barkhouse Lane and they were 
ordered to ‘scoure their ditches’ although it is uncertain whether this refers to the present 
Barkhouse Lane.  This leads from Lydgate towards Roydhouse, and Barkhouse Farm lies 
on the west side of the site of a field named as Barkhouse Close in 1851.  In fact there 
were several fields in Shelley which had the same name.  For example; Little Barkhouse 
Close was on the east side of Far Bank whilst Far Barkhouse Field and Close were on the 
west.  In 1851 when George Bottomley was the tenant of the latter, portions of it were sold 
as building land.  A deed of 1708 mentions an unidentified Barkhouse Close in Shelley.  
The public well at Barkhouse is shown in 1854, and Barkhouse was the name given to the 
top end of Far Bank on the map of 1908.  This was used in the census returns from 1841 
and it survived as the colloquial name until recently. 
 
At different times there has been some confusion between Bark House in Shelley and Birk 
House in Cumberworth.  In 1830s for example, both names were given as the home of a 
stone mason called Robert Jenkinson. 
 
LYDGATE 
 
I have no early evidence for Shelley’s ‘lidgate’ but it’s location at the junction with 
Barkhouse Lane suggests that there was once a swing gate here, probably to control the 
movement of livestock.  Such gates were typically part of the ‘fence’ that separated 
cultivated or inhabited areas from unenclosed common land.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


