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JUNE 2022                                    No. 489 
 
Of course the big event this month has to be the Jubilee weekend – a 4 day weekend for 
everyone (unless of course you work for frontline NHS, hospitality etc etc).  The village 
Picnic in the Park is our local response to this national holiday – making use of our newly 
improved Rec.  We are lucky to have green space and such a welcoming play area for the 
children, and the organisers have even made provision for a foul weather alternative (see 
ad on page 8).   
 
Fast on the heels of that family day out are a couple of local village open gardens, and 
then our very own Shelley Gala.  And for art lovers, Holmfirth Art Week is in July, and 
more locally ARTattheHouse returns to Cliffe House in September. 
 
After more than 2 years of COVID and all the fear, anxiety and solitude it brought, it feels 
like we are finally returning to some sort of normality.  So while we can choose to join in 
any, all or none of the events in and around our home village let’s not forget the people we 
clapped for during those torrid times – it’s the frontline workers that work when we play, 
and that COVID has taught us we shouldn’t take for granted any more. 

Material for the July issue should be submitted by 15th June to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
 

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 
Advert changes for July 2022 MUST be notified by June 1st 2022 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
 
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we may have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for 
publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  starbatt2@gmail.com 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:tarbatt@btinternet.com
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 
SHELLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Shelley Community Association  
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 9th May 2022  

13 Attending, 3 Apologies received. Ann Priestman in Chair  
  

Chair’s Report:  
The Play Area and Boules Court were officially opened by Malcolm and Lorna 
MacDonald our ‘Community Champions’ as part of Shelley’s Jubilee celebrations. About 
35 local children and adults came as well as Chair of Kirkburton Parish Council Derek 
Hardcastle and Clerk Angela Royle, Alasdair Menmuir of Kirklees Parks, Cllrs John Taylor 
and Tricia Moores and members of Huddersfield Petanque Club.  
  
Thanks were given to Moira Scarff of Kirklees who led us through the whole project to 
completion, Kirkburton Parish Council for their generous financial support, Shelley 
gardeners for Garden Festival monies, our Councillors for their support, Carol and David 
Rowatt for creating a whole new facility in the Boules Court and their continuing 
commitment to encouraging relaxed play on the court, SCEG for improving the whole look 
of the Recreation Ground, Martin and Signs Express for support with the boards, and all 
the parents, grandparents, carers and children who over several public meetings and 
consultations showed how much the play area meant to them, and why we shouldn’t lose 
it! Community support and involvement has led us to have a Rec – or Park – to be proud 
of!  
  
Some graffiti has been drawn under the equipment – we are lucky to have this new play 
area and graffiti does spoil the look for everyone so please keep the pens away.  
  
Platinum Jubilee – more elsewhere in Magazine – but thanks to two large grants the Picnic 
in the Park is turning into a great free family day out! All you need is your picnic rug or 
table, your picnic and you! If you have friends or family who want to come please bring 
them too..your picnic, your day!  
Please get in the spirit by flying flags or bunting over your homes.  
  
Village Hall and Methodist Hall signs are now up. Both Halls had wanted better signs so a 
grant from Kirkburton Parish Council was awarded for the Community Groups boards and 
last year’s Garden Festival money was given for the main signs highlighting these public 
halls and the wealth of community activity that goes on in them. Many thanks to KPC, our 
gardeners, Dorothy Burkinshaw for the beautiful Methodist Logo, Len Hoare’s 
granddaughter for some of the artwork and to Shelley resident Martin of Signs Express for 
the splendid signs as Rev Tim Francis wrote and John Hoyle as Chair of the Village Hall is 
also delighted.  
  
Visit of MP Mark Eastwood:  Report elsewhere in Magazine  
  
Cllr Bill Armer has been re-elected as Shelley’s Ward Councillor – we congratulated him 
on his success as our hard-working and very approachable Councillor.  
  
Shelley Gala; SCA is to have a stall possibly combined with SCEG and Friendship Café  
  

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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It was with sadness that we learnt of the death of landlord Alan Sild who had so recently 
moved into the Rising Sun. We send our condolences to Anne and family.  
  
Treasurer’s Report: Lorna recorded that the village raised nearly £14,000 through grant 
applications and Garden Festival monies over 4 years to be put towards improvements of 
the Play Area and new Boules Court– this is a huge amount of money to be raised and 
was certainly the reason why Kirklees could improve our Play Areas so much!  
 Lorna thanked Ann, David and Carol for obtaining all the grants for the Play Area and 
Boules Court and for enabling the Community Association to make these improvements to 
the village, including new bins and an avenue of trees – it all looks fantastic!  
Payments have been made this month for the Ukranian Relief Fund through a Marathon 
Zumbathon, plus all usual payments.  
  
Village Hall Report: Main Hall floor polished and a couple of other maintenance problems 
hopefully ironed out. Some concern over buddleias on SEF land under VH car park.  
  
Environment Report: £300 given to SCEG for a new bench on the newly created 
Meadowland area on The Bridle from last year’s Garden Festival monies. A Natural 
Kirklees grant has also been applied for. Natural hedging trees have been donated and 
planted on the Bridle and paths widened on Rec/Park. Mowing by Kirklees has been poor 
here especially near the Boules Court – David to apply for a Change of Practice Notice 
from Bill. Two new people have joined SCEG and the Boules sessions on a Wednesday 
afternoon continue to be popular. A finger post pointing to the Play Area and Boules Court 
to be erected on Westerly Way near shop.  
  
Kirklees Report: Cllrs John Taylor, Bill Armer and Highways were thanked for the new 
white lining of the Zebra crossing on Penistone Road and along the road and side roads. 
Also thanks to the resident who cut their hedge which had obstructed a Zebra crossing 
sign. This crossing is now much easier to see and therefore safer as was requested in Ask 
Shelley.  
Also following Ask Shelley John reported that 2 extra speed activated devices are to be 
purchased to be used permanently in Shelley and Shepley, to be moved around each 
village. MP Mark has met with the Minister for Road Safety and requested that criteria for 
these devices be changed to make it easier to have where needed.  
Also two food waste workshops to be held – at The Hub on 16th June and Cliffe House on 
16th August – publicity to come.  
  
Social and Community Events: were outlined including the French Sunday Lunch and the 
Gala to be opened by the new headmistress of Shelley First School, Mrs Akhtar, who is 
keen for the school to continue to be involved in community life.   
  
AOB: A Ukranian family have come to live with a Shelley host family and we would like to 
extend a warm welcome to them and hope they settle well into their new lives here.  
McColls now owned by Morrisons and we are delighted that this means our shop remains 
open.  
  
Date of next meeting Mon 13th June 7.30 in the Mercer Room, Shelley Village Hall and 
every resident is very welcome to come along  
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EVENTS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES 
 

Monday 

· Rhyme Time 2.30-3.00 Shepley 

· Popular Science Readers Group—2.00-3.30 1st Monday of each month Denby Dale 

· Creative Writers 7.00pm fortnightly at Shepley 

 

Tuesday 

· Readers Group (JW) 10.30am 2nd Tuesday of the month Denby Dale 

· Jewellery Club 10.30am Denby Dale 

· Book Club 6.00pm Kirkburton 

  

Wednesday 

· Rhyme Time 10.30-11.00 Kirkburton 

· Story Time for 2-5 year olds 2.00-2.30 Kirkburton 

· Knit & Natter 2.00-3.00 at Skelmanthorpe 

· Rhyme Time 2.00-2.30 Denby Dale 

· Craft Group 1.30pm Denby Dale 

 

 
  
MAGAZINE NEWS  
 
This months front cover is of Healey Farm from Box Ings  
by Richard Walker, member of Shelley Art Group 

Subscriptions for the magazine 2022It is time once again to collect the subscriptions for 
the magazine and your distributor will be calling on you to collect from May 
onwards.Although the cost of printing has gone up yet again we are keeping the cost the 
same as last year and that is £6 for everybody for the year. 

We hope you agree with this cost for where else can you get a magazine delivered to your 
door every month for 50p We thank you for supporting us 

Barbara Keaveney  Distribution 
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Shelley Gala 2022 
 

To be held on Sunday 10th July from 1:30pm to 

4pm. 

 

Venue: Shelley Cricket Club 

 

There will be a ‘King and Queen (of Shelley) 

Procession’ setting off from the Flying Ferret at 

1:15. Follow the marching band to the cricket 

field. 

 

Feel free to wear red, white and blue clothing in 

honour of the Queen’s Jubilee. 

 

Please bring cash as we haven’t got round to 

sorting contactless for the bouncy castle etc as 
yet. 

 
Thanks for your support. 

VILLAGE INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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LETTERS 
 
 
 
 
 

IAN’S CLASSIC CAR EXPERIENCE 
 
During this Spring and Summer I am offering 1hour pre-booked rides in my Morgan sports 
car for donations to Dementia UK via my “JustGiving” page (see below).  I do not ask for a 
fixed donation value but leave it to the passenger to decide the value of the experience|!! 

 
 
 
 
This is Millie my 1986 4/4 2 
seater sports car.  Millie 
and I are raising funds for 
Dementia UK by offering 
pre-booked rides and 
photos.  This will be an 
opportunity for young and 
old to have a great 
experience in a classic 
British sports car. 
 
 
 
 

 
My JustGiving page link is www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ian-Stevenson21. 
 
Bookings can me made by email ianstevenson2019@gmail.com or on my mobile 
07768571919. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Ian and Milllie 
 

 

 
Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Ian-Stevenson21
mailto:ianstevenson2019@gmail.com
mailto:steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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COUNCIL NEWS 

 
Hello to all in Shelley 

Well, the Kirklees elections are over for another year. I am pleased and relieved to be 
continuing as one of your Ward Councillors, and my sincere thanks go to those of you who 
had faith in, and voted for, me. I am very conscious of the fact that I have been elected by 
some of the people to represent all of the residents of the ward. Let me assure everyone 
that I will continue to do my best for all in Shelley and in Kirkburton ward more broadly. 

I don’t have any separate figures for Shelley, but in Kirkburton Ward as a whole we saw 
a voter turnout of 39%, above the Kirklees-wide figure of 35% and well above the 28% 
recorded in a nearby ward. This is high enough to allow me to say that democracy is alive 
and in reasonable health in Kirkburton ward, although personally I would like to see voter 
participation increase. Ultimately that is a task for my colleagues and I, to work to enthuse 
and engage with the electorate, and I will continue to do my best in that regard. 
Westminster can often seem rather remote, but don’t forget that what Kirklees Council 
does or doesn’t do has a direct effect on the lives and experiences of all of us. Local 
elections matter to everyone. 

I am pleased to see that the Penistone Road zebra crossing has now been repainted, 
and that many of the markings on our roads have already been renewed. My expectation 
is that this work will continue throughout the village, which will help make the roads safer 
for all. It will be interesting to see how durable the paint proves to be this time. In similar 
vein, it seems to me that Kirklees are starting to repair potholes more quickly but only time 
will tell if the work is being done to a high enough standard. Quantity is important, but we 
also need good quality to go with it. 

Concerned Shelley residents approached me at a recent Community Association 
meeting about reports of “missing” or “lost” money for school improvements deriving from 
the building development in Highburton. Although this is not in Shelley, their concerns 
relate to the fact that many Shelley children are educated at Kirkburton Middle School. I 
took this up with the relevant Kirklees Service Director, and am now assured by a Senior 
Planner that “all the required section 106 contributions have been received from the 
developers” and “The education contribution is to be applied to the provision or 
improvement of education facilities at Highburton First School and Kirkburton Middle 
School. This contribution is currently held in the section 106 holding account pending 
allocation to an appropriate scheme”. 

I note that there are no ifs or buts from Kirklees here, and I have retained a copy of the 
email for future reference which I will use to ensure that this promise is kept. I also note 
that I have unintentionally misinformed some, in that I said that Education had no plans for 
the money so had not asked for it. It now seems that the word “yet” had been missed from 
a third party briefing which I saw. Kirklees have not yet formalised their plans for the 
Highburton and Kirkburton Middle schools, but do intend to proceed with these 
improvements in due course. 

It is important, if I am to do my job properly, that you help me to help you. Please don’t 
hold back from reporting problems and issues to me, so that I can take these to Kirklees. 
You can always contact me by the means below, or for something which needs passing to 
Kirklees, you can use my “official” email address: bill.armer@kirklees.co.uk (the full stop 
after “bill” is necessary). 

 
With my best wishes to you all, 
Bill  (Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, tel 01484  314314 email bill@gmx.ca) 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
mailto:bill@gmx.ca
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MP LETTER 
 
I would like to begin by congratulating Cllr Bill Armer on his successful re-election in the 
Local Elections held on 6th May 2022. I know from when I was out with Bill canvassing 
support in the village that the work of your local Councillors is appreciated even at a time 
when the reputation of politicians generally is held in such low esteem. I know how hard 
many local Councillors, regardless of their Party, work on local issues and provide help to 
people on a wide range of matters. I am glad that Bill was successfully returned and will be 
able to continue to work with Richard and John as your local team. 
 
One the issues they came up most often during the local elections campaign was 
speeding and Highways Issues and I know came up recent Q&A that I held in Shelley.  For 
a little while I have been looking at how to try and address this and have a further public 
meeting planned  just to look at this issue with the Police and Highways Officers. I am 
grateful to Cllr Taylor who has this organised for Thursday 23rd June 2022 at Shepley 
Methodist Church. I do hope that you will be able to come along and join us. 
 
One question often asked is about the need for more speed cameras and the difficulties 
there are in getting a speed camera installed.  This is as a result of the criteria set out in a 
2007 Department of Transport Circular. I raised the issue about this difficulty of getting 
speed cameras installed at Prime Minister’s Questions recently and received an assurance 
from the Prime Minister that my concerns around the criteria in place would be addressed.  
 
This was followed up with a meeting on 3rd May with Baroness Vere, who is the Minister 
responsible for Road Safety.  We discussed plans to review the criteria and it was 
confirmed that the Government is planning on setting out changes to this by the end of the 
year. This is welcome news but I will continue to lobby for changes which make it easier 
for communities to get speed cameras installed where needed until those changes come 
into effect. 
 
I was finally able to hold my delayed Q& A meeting in Shelley on 28th April and whilst this 
was a good event and an opportunity to meet with and chat to local residents, it was not as 
well attended as other ones earlier in the year. This one had to be rescheduled due to my 
need to self-isolate due to Covid, so I wonder if this may 
have had an impact on numbers attending. I will be holding 
a further Q&A in Highburton Village Hall on 9th June which 
people may wish to attend if they were unable to make the 
one here at short notice. 
 
On Sunday I was pleased to be able to join many of you for 
Malcolm & Lorna’s annual French Lunch, it was a wonderful 
occasion and great to be able to meet up and chat to so 
many people and of course enjoy the lunch as well. All 
credit to everyone who was involved in making this successful event happen and I am sure 
everyone enjoyed it as much as I did. 

 
The events to celebrate the Platinum Anniversary of her 
Majesty’s Coronation are almost here and the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee weekend will be full of celebrations and 
events and I know that there are activities planned in most 
communities across the constituency and I intend to get to 
as many as I can and hope to see people at a number of 
these both here in Shelley at the Picnic and in 
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neighbouring villages. This should be a joyful occasion for us all and one warmly 
welcomed after the challenges of the last couple of years. Let’s hope the weather will be 
fine for the weekend events. 
 
Finally I have also had several meetings recently with Kirklees Council and civil servants 
about my bid, with the MP for Penistone & Stocksbridge, Miriam Cates to secure funding in 
the second round of the levelling up bids for improvements to the Penistone Line. Whilst 
we were disappointed the first bid was not successful, the feedback and on going 
engagement with the civil servants involved means we have enhanced the bid and will be 
submitting the improved bid shortly. 
 
This will improve the frequency of the service from hourly to half hourly and will also 
include improvements to a number of the stations including tackling the disabled access 
here at Shepley Station. 
 
 

Visit of Mark Eastwood MP 
 

On 28th April our MP, Mark Eastwood attended the Village Hall where he gave a profile of 
himself, his role as an MP and then took a Q & A session.  There were not as many 
attended as hoped for, but a number of villagers did attended. 
 
Mark outlined his origins as a Dewsbury lad, and his work experience in Dewsbury.  He 
gave a full explanation as to how he got into politics, his selection and subsequent election 
as an MP in 2019.  He also explained that he is in the minority of MP’s in not having a 
degree. 
 
He explained the setup of his office, detailing the workload that his staff and researchers 
deal with, and the numbers of emails and cases they deal with are quite staggering. 
Mark stated he prefers the constituency work, and attends many local groups, initiatives 
and events keeping in touch with community he serves. 
 
 Mark has managed to raise questions in Parliament, and made speeches, and refers to 
local groups in these, to give them the recognition they deserve, as well as emphasising 
the point he is making. 
 
Mark also serves on Parliamentary groups including the Police and Fire Service Scheme 
(including meeting and working with officers from various departments and ranks).  He is 
also the PM’s Trade Envoy to Pakistan and will try and promote more trade there. 
 
Mark told of his promises he made on election and detailed the progress made.  One of 
these being an increase in Police numbers in West Yorkshire, an extra 589 officers have 
been appointed, and negotiations are on going to improve the Penistone Line Rail Service, 
not to mention funding to improve Dewsbury town centre with a £25 million grant.  He is 
also working on Kirklees levelling up scheme, with the extra £110 million that has been 
promised. 
 
Questions were asked about several Environmental issues,  Partygate, Parliamentary 
expenses and the running of Parliament (All Prime Ministers Questions are entered in 
Hansard and get followed up on).  All were fully and openly answered. 
 
Mark was thanked for giving his time, and making the evening very interesting and 
informative. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/


 

Remember:  Remain COVID aware                       June 2022   

https://shelleyvillage.org   13  please support our advertisers 

  

Save Food, Save Money 
 
Supported by Kirklees Council, I am pleased to give everyone the chance to take part in a 
free, Save Food, Save Money workshop. 
 
Why not find out about ways you can reduce food waste in your home and save money on 
your bills.  Book a place and come along and also share your own food saving tips and 
suggestions. 
 
Facilitated by Community Food Worker Bev Juniper, you’ll get top tips on how to reduce 
food waste and save money on shopping bills. There will be simple to follow recipes for 
using up odds and ends from the fridge, freezer and food cupboards, and plenty of ways 
for participants to get involved – opportunities to ask questions as well as being signposted 
to other helpful food saving resources. 
 
Reducing food waste plays a major role in tackling climate change and is an easy way that 
everyone can play their part in reducing our impact on the planet. Not only does reducing 
food waste help the environment, reducing what you throw away means spending less 
during these economically testing times. 
 
To book your place, please choose a date from the options below and follow the link to 
register.  
 
16th June 2022                 10.00 am   – 12.00pm   The Kirkburton Hub, 5a Riley Lane, 

Kirkburton 
 
3rd August 2022               10.00am – 12.00pm        Cliffe House, 140 Lane Head Road, 
Shepley  
 

Book your place: www.kirklees.gov.uk/foodwaste 

 
For more information, please contact either Councillor John Taylor on 
johnj.taylor@kirklees.gov.uk or Rachel Palmer at rachel.palmer@kirklees.gov.uk 
 

 
Volunteering with Kirklees Libraries 
 
Are you: friendly, enthusiastic, a good communicator? 
Do you: enjoy meeting and helping people? 
Would you: like to give your time to benefit your community? 
Yes?!  If you have a spare hour or two to offer, then there may be a role for you at your local 
library. 
 
Kirklees Library Service would not be able to offer all the wonderful things we do without our 
brilliant team of volunteers. Library volunteers are great ambassadors for our service, 

supporting the daily operation of the library, shelving books, picking requests, helping with the PCs or self-issue machine, 
facilitating events, chatting to customers, and maybe even making someone’s day. 
 

We are currently on the lookout for new volunteers to join our teams at Kirkburton, Shepley and Skelmanthorpe Libraries. 
We welcome volunteers of all ages from all backgrounds and are flexible around the time commitment you can give.  
 
You can find more information by visiting  http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/volunteering/  
emailing June.lawson@kirklees.gov.uk or drop into the library and have a chat with our staff and volunteers.  

 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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CHURCH PAGES 
 

 
SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Services for June 

5tht June  Mr J Mason 
12th June  Rev T Francis 
19th June  TBA 
26th June  Rev T Francis 
 

Services start at 10.30 in our historic chqpel, do join us if you are able. 

 

 
SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 

Services and Events during June 2022  
 
Regular Services:  
Sundays 5th 12th 19th 26th      10.00am Holy Communion Service  
 
Wednesday 8th 22nd 2.00pm  A short service of Holy Communion    
  followed by refreshments and a chat  
 
If you need a lift to this service please ring Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657  
 
A special Event for your diary Saturday 2nd July 2022 from 1.30 to 4.30   
 
A Charity Event to remember Martin Grange and support the Greyhound  Trust - 
 see separate ad.  
 
Church Contacts  
Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033  
Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657  
Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755   
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        _____________ 

 

"Greyhounds are for life not just for Racing" 

A charity event to remember Martin Grange of the Star Garage, who 
not only kept our cars on the road, he supported the Greyhound Trust at 
Wortley 

Emmanuel Church will hold an event on Saturday 2nd July from 1.30 
- 4.30pm 

Come and meet the Greyhounds and Lynda Cattlin, who will talk about 
the work they do at the rescue centre 

Dogs are invited along with well behaved owners 

We will have:- 

•  A Doggie treat raffle 

• A Human treat raffle 

• And  -  Refreshments  -  there will be cake! 

            

 

 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 

West Yorkshire Police is encouraging people to download an app that can be used to 
help find you in an emergency. 

What3Words is an app that which has divided the world into grids of 3 m x 3 m 
squares, each with a unique three-word combination, creating a what3words address. 
During an emergency, this combination can be used by the emergency services to find 
you in a precise location.  

Being able to give us a precise location for an incident can help us find and sort it 
quickly. 

Make sure you’re prepared by downloading the free what3words app so you can help 
us Know exactly where the incident is. 
More information can be found at West Yorkshire Police Encourages Public to 
Download What3Words App | West Yorkshire Police 

  

SHELLEY OVER 60S  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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LETTER PAGE 
 
Because of the Covid pandemic this was the first French Sunday Lunch held at Shelley 
Village Hall for over a thousand days! 109 diners, including many new people enjoyed 
another superb meal prepared by “Simply Splendid Solutions “ of Linthwaite." During the 
long absence the previous team of waiters and waitresses have now grown up. A much 
younger team  of 4 young Shelley girls superbly waited on us under the watchful eye of the 
sommelier. It was their first experience in this role and they were richly rewarded by the 
diners. 
 
The Kirklees Mayor, Mayoress, chauffeur  and MP were our special guests. The event 
raised £829 .37 for Shelley Educational Foundation which  annually gives grants to Shelley 
university students and apprentices  to buy books. 
 
My thanks to the many people who decorated the hall, prepared the tables and cleared 
away.  
 
Malcolm MacDonald 

 
 
 

CLUBS AND GROUPS 
 

Shepley Women’s institute 
 
As the clocks went back and the warmer weather creeps in, we were all feeling a little 
optimistic. Those of us that had missed April’s meeting due to covid were back to health 
and re-joined our ranks. Despite the reduced numbers last month, we had all enjoyed the 
talk by  Erica from the growrefillstore.com. based in Skelmonthorpe. Many of us are 
starting to use the products we purchased on the night and will be back to the store to top 
up. 
This month our speaker was one of our own members. Marilyn’s talk showed us how she 
had become interested in a local event and then researched it with growing enthusiasm. 
We really admired her energy and it was interesting to share the resulting story that 
emerged about “seeking Mrs Ackroyd”.  
We have also begun to focus on crochet at Craft and Crumbs (our craft group that also 
meets at the Methodists). Several of our more expert members showed amazing patience 
teaching the many beginners the basic techniques. We are hoping to incorporate these 
newly learned skills into a project designed for later in the year, but I don’t think many of us 
will tackle the jubilee corgi advertised in our monthly magazine. These smaller groups are 
also a good occasion to get to know some of our newer members, as we have had quite a 
few over the last few months.  
In June we are looking forward to an interesting talk from the Kirkwood Hospice and 
throughout the month we will also meet up in smaller groups, such as the Lunch Club, 
Book Group, Gardeners and Craft and Crumb.   
If you would like to come and join us, please contact Clare (on 607923) or our Secretary 
Sue (e-mail curlysue5456@hotmail.co.uk)  
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SHEPLEY CROQUET CLUB OPEN DAYS 
 

Thursdays from 1.00 pm onwards 
Shepley Croquet Club was established over one hundred years ago as an off shoot of the 
bowling club but despite this it is surprising how many people locally are unaware of its 
existence. 
Over the last few years croquet has grown from a little played sport to become much more 
visible and popular. It’s fun, sociable and not too energetic. After two difficult years due to 
Covid we are now back to play without restrictions and we would like to welcome people to 
share our activities. 
Thursday afternoons have been set aside as open afternoons (weather permitting)when 
we would be delighted to explain croquet to those who are new to the sport. All equipment 
will be provided and tuition will be available. 
You will find us at Lea Head adjacent to Shepley Bowling Club. Just turn up from 1.00 pm 
onwards or for further information phone Margaret on 605189 or Maureen 606350. 
We look forward to seeing you. 
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Shelley Over 60s - June 2022 
 

Concert for Ukraine - April 4th .. Oh What a Night! 
 

Shelley O60s Ukulele Group meet regularly on Mondays at 1.30pm in the Village Hall. 
When the conflict in Ukraine began we wanted to help financially and decided that a 
concert would be a perfect way to contribute ( and enjoy ourselves ). The musical event 
was held in Emmanuel Church, starting with songs chosen from our play list that we 
performed when winning the Mrs Sunderland competition held a few weeks earlier. This 
was followed by popular 50s and 60s favourites played to an overflowing Church  
( YES - some of the audience were standing!) 
 
From comments received it had been an enjoyable and uplifting evening for all and one 
person commented it was by far “ the best £5 spent on a night out”. We believe that the 
event has also inspired new members to come along and join us. 
 
A raffle was held and together with ticket sales and donations a staggering £1714 was 
raised. Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets and those who joined us to make 
the evening a success, not forgetting our Dynamic Leader Dominic Beresford displaying 
his usual talent. Many thanks to the Reverend Amanda for the use of the Church for the 
evening, who incidentally has invited us to return to raise money for the Church Roof Fund 
- Watch this space…… 
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This year ArtattheHouse 2022 will return to Cliffe House in Shepley on Saturday 17th 

& Sunday 18th September and we hope you’ll come and help us to build on the success 
we had last year in which we re-established the development of this major annual event in 
the calendar.  
Our advantage is that this is mainly an outdoor show with plenty of space to work with and 
we will be opening up more spaces for artists to express themselves.  
It will be our fourth multi-arts event that enables us as artists to be creative at every phase 
of staging something a bit different.  
The grounds and woods at Cliffe House offer a great deal of potential and we intend to 
expand the outdoor part of the show and make it as interactive as possible with artists 
offering workshops and demonstrations. There will be a booking system on the website 
for the public to pre-book onto workshops. 
The intention is for the public to discover artists, live performers as well as installations and 
sculptures as they explore the grounds. We realise the weather could be an issue but with 
a back-up plan in place, we will have it covered.  
Look out for more news about ArtattheHouse 2022 over the next few months for featured 
artists.  
https://artatthehouse.co.uk 
Follow us @artatthehouse 
Nigel Hoyle and the ArtattheHouse Team 
 

         

          
 
 
On a more personal note I am delighted to have been selected as joint Featured Artist 
during Holmfirth Art Week from 3rd - 9th July. This is a massive honour and I will be 
working hard over the next month to produce new and original work to justify the privilege 
of exhibiting on the top floor at Holmfirth Civic Hall for the week. I hope you can make it to 
the exhibition which year upon year makes huge contributions to various charities.  
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SHEPLEY BIRD AND WILDLIFE GROUP 

 
 At the May Meeting in Cliffe House Laurence Rose spoke on “Framing Nature - 
Conservation & Culture”.   Laurence, who lives locally, worked for many years for the 
RSPB, latterly as its Director for Northern England. He is an author, naturalist and part of 
the “Back from the Brink” conservation organisation. The title of his talk is taken from one 
of his books which looks at the human dimension in nature. On the belief that nature is 
inherently valuable, the book focuses on nine widely different species, their history and 
their future. Laurence was keen to stress that for each species he had spent time in the 
wild establishing a connection to provide a personal perspective.  
One species, the White-tailed Eagle, showed how it had been viewed differently by man 
throughout history. Remains from 3000 year old tombs showed it had been venerated. 
From carvings and illuminated scripts in the seventh and eighth centuries it had been 
honoured. Contrast this with the early twentieth century when it had been seen as a pest 
and persecuted to extinction. Re-introduced 40 years ago it is now a fairly common sight in 
Western Scotland.  
Another bird, the skulking Corncrake, was very common in this area up to the 1870s when 
hay was cut by hand. Now it is found only in Western Scotland. Scientific studies ‘blamed’ 
mechanical mowing for its decline. When the Authorities stepped in to pay crofters to farm 
sympathetically the population increased. It can cost to conserve.  
Laurence pointed to other species in decline, asking how often have we heard a Cuckoo 
these days. This area is, in fact, the ‘stronghold’ of Britain’s fastest declining bird, the 
Willow Tit which has declined by 94% since 1970. Strenuous efforts are under way to halt 
and reverse this. He also pointed to welcomed successes such as Red Kites and Ospreys. 
Finally, with the increasing awareness of the state of the planet, he hoped that today’s 
young people might take up the challenges.  
This was the last meeting for this season, but we’ll be back at Cliffe House on the 7th 
September when we will be joined by Steve Rutherford of the British Naturalists’ 
Association. 
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Here’s a quick way to join in the Jubilee festivities without spending the whole weekend in 
the kitchen making the famous competition winning pudding: 
 

Cheat Platinum Jubilee pudding recipe 
 
Ingredients 
• 1 lemon swiss roll or basic lemon sponge 
• 1 jar lemon curd - we used Lush Lemony Curd by Cottage Delight 
• Clementines in jelly pots 
• 1 pot vanilla custard 
• 1 pack amaretti biscuits 
• Fruit coulis 
• 1 pack meringue kisses 
• Small tub double cream 
• 1 pack white chocolate chips 
 
Method 
1. Slice the swiss roll into chunks or if using a lemon cake, slice and spread curd on 
top. Put a few slices of sponge into the bottom of a large glass. 
2. Then add clementine jelly. If you can only get orange jelly, use that and add a few 
fresh clementine segments to the glass. 
3. Pour over 3-4 tbsp of custard. 
4. Pop in 2-3 amaretti biscuits. 
5. Pour over 2 tbsp coulis, then 2 tbsp cream. 
6. Top with meringues, chocolate and an amaretti biscuit. That's it! 
 
Make it vegan and gluten free 
• Use dairy free custard such as Alpro Vanilla Dessert. 
• Use dairy free white chocolate, such as Moo Free White Baking Drops. 
• Use Oatly Whippable Cream Oat cream. 
• Make your own lemon curd (see recipe here). 
• Make your own lemon sponge in the microwave - put 60g margarine, 60g sugar, 
60g gluten free self raising flour, 1 tsp gluten free baking powder, squeeze lemon juice and 
1 tsp lemon extract into a bowl. Mix until smooth and creamy, pour into a flat bowl and 
microwave for 4 minutes. 
• Make your own amaretti biscuits - mix 10 tbsp ground almonds, 1 tsp instant coffee 
mixed with 1 tsp boiling water, 4 tbsp sugar and 4 tbsp vegan milk in a bowl to form a 
dough. Pull of small bits of mixture, roll and flatten slightly. Place on a baking tray and 
oven bake for 15 minutes on 180C/ 350F/gas mark 4. 
 
If you have access to a computer you can see a video of how to make this quick dessert 
by following this link: 
https://www.getsurrey.co.uk/whats-on/food-drink-news/easy-cheat-platinum-jubilee-
pudding-23981539 
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