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It’s a busy month – St David’s Day (1st), Mother’s Day (14th), St Patrick’s Day (17th), British
Summer Time (28th)……. And let’s not forget, vaccination as and when we are called in.
So much to celebrate. And we may be moving towards a great celebration – when these
difficult and demanding COVID restrictions can start to be released, and we can begin to
live another “new normal”.
It's hard to imagine what the new normal will be. What we know for sure is that we will
value the freedoms as they become available to us in a way that we never did before. To
sit down to Sunday lunch (or even French Sunday Lunch – see later in the mag) with
family and friends will become a joy and not a duty. Let’s hope that we continue to
appreciate the value of meeting friends and family that coming out of lockdown affords us
into the future, and that we no longer take those around us for granted. As Brian Nelson
says later in the mag, “we should look forward to human hope and aspiration”.
My usual Mothers Day reminder to partners and children – forecourt flowers will not do!

Material for the April issue should be submitted by 15th March to:
Denise Edinburgh
77 Westerley Lane
Shelley 602905

or

Julie Burnham
57 Far Bank
Shelley
602288

shelleymag@hotmail.com

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts:
Advertising rates are :Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00
Half page - one off - £12.00
Quarter page - one off - £8.00
.
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for
those editions.
Advert changes for July 2021 MUST be notified by June 1st 2021
Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form. If you produce
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your
work - we will set the article out appropriately.
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file,
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs.
If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise. Please ensure
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for
publication. It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be
withheld on request. Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not
necessarily those of the editors.
Advertising Manager

Lynn Parsley 27 Cleveland Way Shelley
Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk
Magazine Distribution:
J and B Keaveney (608569)
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:
Sheila Tarbatt (604470) starbatt2@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
Dear All,
Hope you are all well – the vaccination programme is going forwards apace so fingers
crossed for more positive news about easing out of the Lockdown in the next week or so.
In the meantime, as all projects are ‘put on hold’ anyway then we haven’t missed much by
not meeting in person.
The steps on the Whins are waiting for the green light from Kirklees that groups can work
on their land and the play area and boules court on the Rec is similarly stalled – but there
may be a possibility of March for all these projects.
The new bins round the village look very smart and are very well-used. Thanks to our
three Ward Councillors for using their budget to pay for these. Two further bins were
identified on Huddersfield Road that were looking old and grotty. Cllr Bill Armer suggested
applying for a Kirkburton Parish grant to pay for these two bins so our bid is in and we
should hear soon if we have been successful.
Ian Dyson is again looking at hanging baskets in the village and Shelley Community
Association has agreed to sponsor a bracket as before.
David and Carol Rowatt have spent many hours changing the village website to a new
address – shelleyvillage.org which is much clearer. It is a paid domain and SCA have
agreed to fund the costs which at present are quite modest. Thank you to David and Carol
for all your hard work on this invaluable resource of community life.
So things in the air to look forward to – like the crocuses beginning to flower in our
gardens…the Garden Festival is on our calendars but it may be a week or so before we
know the format it will be able to take – more in April’s Magazine hopefully.
Take care
Ann
Shelley Community Association
STOP PRESS
Stretchgates: - For those of us who have wondered why the footpath at the bridge end of
Stretch Gates was missed out from re-surfacing - good news! Cllr John Taylor finally
managed to get a commitment to get the muddy patch at the top of Stretchgate, between
the railway bridge and the start of the new surface resurfaced as it detracts so much from
the new footpath -it's been done this week!
Thank you John!
(The CA members have all told me the path is Stretch Gate (Not Stretchgates as I
wrote)..if it is not too late to amend…..you learn something new every day!)

https://shelleyvillage.org 4 please support our advertisers

Remember: Hands. Face. Space.

Remain COVID aware

March 2021

Shelley Village Website
Many of you may be aware that Shelley has had a website for a long time now. This was
called ShelleyTimes.Org and was a great resource for finding out what was going on in
and around the village.
We met with Ian Dyson to discuss replacing this with something a bit more up to date as
Ian himself admitted he was not finding the time to keep shelleytimes updated AND it was
starting to look a little dated.
Our initial requirements for a new website were quite straight forward
• It should be community based
• Free if possible
• Easy to use and update (between us we have almost 70 years of experience in IT
but limited exposure to websites)
• We need to see this as a proof of concept, could it be useful, was it going to be
used and did we have the time to keep it maintained
After meeting with Ian in early 2020 we did some research and came up with BT as a
provider as they met our first 3 requirements. We quickly got the hang of it and had a
website up and running in February. Covid came along next and the website became very
popular as a central point for information that could be useful during the pandemic. It
seemed our 4th requirement was also being met as well.
2020 continued on and as we became more familiar with the technology it became
apparent that the BT website, while very easy to use, was itself already behind the times.
So in November 2020 we started looking at other options , around the same time BT
approached us to state that they would be discontinuing their free service in May 2021.
We realised after much research that a free service with all the new technology available
with them, was unlikely. However we did find a number of website providers who offered
discounts for charities and community websites. We ended up selecting a company called
Kualo and in late January 2021 we purchased a new domain name and website hosting
(plus all that it comes with) from them for the initial cost of £29.94 (the SCA have kindly
agreed to fund the costs as a Shelley community project).
We quickly got to grips with the new Sitebuilder technology and transferred about 80-90%
of the old site to our new provider before going “live” on Friday 5 th February 2021. You can
find the new site by typing shelleyvillage.org at the top of our browser. If you have used
the old website then you can also find the new site from there as well. BT are currently
looking at putting a redirect in (it may well be in place by the time you read this)
We are continuing to work on bringing across the rest of the content from the old site so
keep checking back for this and for anything new. We have tried to include as many links
as possible to local amenities to help create a central point of information. If you have
anything you would like to share on the website or spot any errors or something missing
then please use the contact us page on the website to let us know. Also once we are able
to socialise more if you have any events you wish to promote again send us details via the
Contact Us page (include posters etc if you have them).
Hopefully everyone will find the site useful. We hope it will be seen as a one stop shop for
all things in and around Shelley and perhaps further afield if people find it useful
Again as a reminder you can find the website by typing the shelleyvillage.org url into your
browser, after a few weeks you should be able to find it by searching on google.
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DELIVERY OF SHELLEY MAGAZINE
We have a fantastic team of 30 volunteers who dedicate their time once a month ensuring
that the Shelley Magazine is delivered direct to your door at no extra cost to yourselves.
When we advertised last month for a volunteer to help with delivery on Far Bank – we held
our breaths. We were delighted when we received four offers of help! So thank you to all
those villagers who were willing to support the Magazine – you have restored our
optimism. If we were not able to offer you this round – fear not, there are bound to be
opportunities in the future.
Thank you
Barbara Keaveney

This months front cover is a design of snowdrops by Shelley Art Group member
Sheila Trotter

Welcome Packs
Carole Hepworth would like to remind everyone in Shelley that Welcome Packs
are available for new residents to Shelley. Please inform her if you know of
anyone new who has moved into the area.
Her telephone number is 608963
Or email steve.carole1@btinternet.com
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Shelley Over 60s - March 2021
Provisional Schedule for 2021
What's the plan for 2021?
As we all know, 2020 was a difficult, if not disastrous, year for Shelley Over60s Club, as it
was for all social organisations. Most of our activities had to be cancelled, along with our
comprehensive schedule of events. The knock-on effect was that we as a club could not
provide or maintain the same level of social interaction for our members, particularly the
more elderly or vulnerable groups. Efforts were, however, made to keep in touch with our
members and provide help where possible, in keeping with our maxim of ‘helping seniors
of all ages’.
One or two activities were briefly revived in late summer and early autumn, where social
distancing policies could be maintained, and we looked forward to, and prepared for,
opening up other activities on a gradual basis.
Today, frustratingly, we are over a month into our third national lockdown, and once again
all our activities are suspended. Hopefully, though, there is light at the end of the tunnel
with the Covid-19 vaccination programme well under way. With this in mind, how do we
see 2021 shaping up for Shelley Over60s Club?
Obviously, there will be no Club activities before Easter. From April onwards, we will be at
the mercy of government guidelines and restrictions, but there will come a time when we
can once again start to implement our programme of activities.
With this in mind, we have produced a tentative calendar of events, based on the calendar
for 2020. In some cases, it might be that the venue for the event will not be known until
nearer the time for that event; similarly, while we hope some or all of the trips can go
ahead, the destinations may be subject to change.
You can view the schedule of events by going to our website at shelleyover60s.org.uk and
clicking on Event Calendar 2021 on the main menu. Any changes, which can happen at
short notice, will be posted on the website in the form of a News item, which again can be
accessed from the main menu.
We look forward to seeing everyone soon, and in the meantime, stay safe!
Hanging Baskets - Far Bank in Bloom 2021
We are again looking to hang baskets on Far Bank and will be contacting sponsors in the
coming weeks to see if they wish to participate this year. Anyone else or other groups
interested in sponsoring a basket should please contact Gill Marsh on 07801064145 for
more details.

https://shelleyvillage.org 7 please support our advertisers

March 2021

Remember: Hands. Face. Space. Remain COVID aware

The history of Shelley’s French Sunday Lunch
I chose the Yorkshire Air Ambulance as my chairman’s Charity when I was elected as
Chairman of Kirkburton Parish Council in May 2005 and my target was to raise £2000
during my year of office.
Having enjoyed many Sunday lunches at a country auberge near Boulogne over several
years, I tried to replicate the scenario here in Shelley, paysan style, long tables bearing
vases of flowers, different types of wine in pichets (jugs), still water in bottles, water
‘gazeuse’ and the absolute must, French bread sticks, even before the meal had started.
Diners arrived to the sound of French accordion music and songs by Edith Piaf. When it
got to the point where the cacophony of sound from the dinners greeting their friends
drowned the music, it was switched off!
The Shelley version of the French Sunday lunch differed from that in Boulogne in several
ways. French bunting and a large tricolour decorated our Village Hall and we played
“Heads or Tails” to raise more money for the Charity. Sometimes we held a raffle and
other times we had role play for amusement, including a mock election for the French
presidency on the very day that the real election was held in France. The result at the
Village Hall differed from that in France but it was declared null and void because it was
found to be rigged! One time we felt highly privileged to have a surprise “Royal visit “ from
“Prince Harry and Meghan” as it was the first day of their honeymoon! Most years our MP
and Kirklees Mayor attended.
The cost of the meal did not include a service charge (service non compris) but a
collection was taken at the end of the meal by which time the diners were in a very
generous mood! Young people volunteered as servers and were rewarded with a share of
the collection, a free meal, and a certificate of good citizenship from the Community
Association for supporting a charity.
Returning to the year that I was Chairman of Kirkburton Parish Council, the French
Sunday Lunch raised £398.50 falling well short of my target of £2000. So I embarked on a
series of further fund raising events, finally raising a total of £5,051.03 during my year of
office, 2005-2006. This included £580.09 for a second French Sunday Lunch that year.
The first 3 French Sunday Lunches were prepared “in house” by local residents but with
rising popularity it became too much for the two of them. Since then “Simply Splendid
Solutions” (Andrea Morley) took over as professional caterers and made it the tremendous
success that it is!
Andrea has adhered to the typical 5 course French menu.Those who have attended will
agree that her French onion soup is legendary! Between the second and third courses,
diners are offered a “trou normand”, a “digestif” which is lemon sorbet with a small
measure of Calvados, a Normandy apple brandy. In keeping with French tradition, the
cheese course is served before the sweet.
Over the 14 years that the French Sunday Lunch has run, several charities have
benefitted, mainly Yorkshire Air Ambulance, Kirkwood Hospice and the Royal British
Legion. The highest attendance has been 119 and the highest amount it has raised for a
charity for a single year was £939.59 (2019).
Regrettably, the event was cancelled last year because of the pandemic. At the time of
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writing, it is unclear whether it will be able to take place in 2021, and in what numbers. Let
us hope that the French Sunday lunch will be able to return soon. We are all ready to
enjoy good food, good company and, above all some fun!
Malcolm MacDonald

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Online Shopping
With the pandemic still very much with us, shopping on the internet may well be your
preferred choice, making it very important to make sure you’re buying safely and securely,
and not falling victim to a scam.
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIMES, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT
CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH
THEIR ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.
NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND
YOU WILL NOT GO TO COURT

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
Contact your local policing team on 101, or
FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999
Below is a link which will take you to Trading Standards website, where information can be
found in relation to Scams around Covid19. Please take time to read and share this
information and remember you will never be asked to pay for any testing regarding the
virus.
https://www.nationaltradingstandards.uk/news/beware-of-covid19-scams/

The refreshed Police and Crime Plan sets the strategic direction for West
Yorkshire Police and our community safety partners.
At the heart of the Plan is our ambition to work together with the police and partners, and
with our communities, to help achieve our shared vision of ‘keeping West Yorkshire safe
and feeling safe’.
Key additions in this refresh are updated priorities to reflect new approaches, and
challenges, to tackling crime in West Yorkshire.
These include:
•
• Emphasising the importance of safeguarding work, recognising the challenges and
a continued priority of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation
•
• Citing ‘Serious Violence’ as a standalone priority for the first time
•
• Recognising the vital work undertaken by the now established West Yorkshire
Violence Reduction Unit (VRU)
•
• And building community resilience to help counter terrorism.
So please take a look, stay safe and best wishes.
Mark Burns-Williamson, Police and Crime Commissioner for West Yorkshire
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CHURCH PAGES
This information was correct at the time the magazine went to print – details may
have changed, please check before attending any service mentioned below.
SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH
Services and Events during March
(All at Emmanuel (Parish) Church unless otherwise stated)
COVID 19
The Church Council has taken the decision to suspend Sunday Services until
further notice due to the severity of the current COVID outbreak.
Funerals.
These services can take place in church but are limited to 30 people
participating.
Weddings
If these were to take place under the current restrictions only 10
people are allowed to attend.

The situation will be kept under review following advice from the Diocese. Should
conditions change during March, announcements will be made on the “ACNY”
website. On the ACNY or “A Church Near You” website just search for Shelley to
find the link to Emmanuel Church. Also on the Emmanuel Facebook page

Church Contacts
Baptisms and Weddings: Mrs Carol Robertshaw
Funerals
Mr Stephen Hughes 605755

860657

Thank You
The snowdrops are coming out and spring will soon be on its way!
I am sure everyone who passes our village church Emmanuel cannot have failed to notice
how neat and tidy the grave yard is. This is thanks to Willie Meech who has worked
tirelessly cutting the grass, trimming shrubs, clearing leaves and removing dead flowers
from the memorials.
Willie has decided after years of dedicated service that he is unable to carry on cutting the
grass without help.
This is a huge task for one person – would you be willing to give some of your time to
help to cut the grass? We are hoping for a team of volunteers to keep your village church
yard tidy.
The church and grave yard are there for the village community, it is a place of peace and
tranquillity where everyone can enjoy some quiet time in a beautiful environment. During
the summer of 2020 it was used by many people who found this place a great comfort
during such a difficult time and will continue to do so this year.
Please help – Thank you.
Contact: Stephen Hughes stephen@shoesy.co.uk,
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HEALTH
Coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine
As the Shelley Mag goes to print the Prime Minister announced that all adults should be
offered the vaccine by the end of July. This can only be good news’
Getting the vaccine
(from the NHS website)
Attend your appointment when you are given one. Vaccines are still being provided
during national lockdown. You are permitted to leave your home to get your
vaccine.
• If you have had COVID-19, you should still get vaccinated when you are invited to
your appointment.
• As people have to complete a course of two vaccinations and the programme will
be delivered in a phased approach to ensure those most at risk are vaccinated first,
it is not possible to choose one vaccine over another.
• The vaccination centre your appointment takes place in will keep you safe from
COVID-19 through a range of measures, including cleaning and disinfecting and
having social distancing in waiting areas.
• Please wear a face covering to your appointment and also take the usual steps to
minimise your risk as you travel to it.
• If you are taking medication, please bring a list of these with you to the vaccination
centre. Do not bring the medicines themselves.
• If you are taking a blood thinner called Warfarin you need your latest INR reading
and when it was last checked. If you don't know this, you can get if from your GP.
Computers at the vaccination centres do not link back to medical records so results
can't be looked up on the day.

What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed.
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the
emergency services on 999.
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do;
they will also need to know where you are.
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched
immediately.
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the
location of a local defibrillator.
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –
On the Shelley Village Hall
98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car
park
On the Rising Sun Public House at
162 Penistone Road.
On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at
267 Huddersfield Road

https://shelleyvillage.org 12 please support our advertisers

Remember: Hands. Face. Space.

Remain COVID aware

March 2021

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
On the 27th January many countries in the world commemorated the 2nd World War
holocaust.
The Holocaust Memorial Day remembers the release of the remaining Jews from
Auschwitz concentration camp, and so many others, where Jews were slaughtered in the
gas-chambers.
Among other things, the BBC ran a five part series based on the diary of the teenage girl,
Anne Frank, whose family hid in the attic rooms of a business house in Amsterdam from
June 1942 to August 1944. All eight people in the house were caught and died at
Auschwitz except Anne's father, Otto Frank, who lived on to 1980. He was responsible for
the widespread publication of her diary. There is so much to learn about in their confined
and congested accommodation and the relationships and stresses that resulted.
On one of Malcolm MacDonald's trips to Holland, a few years ago, we had the opportunity
to visit the Anne Frank House, where the attic rooms are now a museum of the original
papers and artifacts of the house, preserved for posterity. We had waited in a queue to
the door from the canal path for a couple of hours before getting in; but it was worth the
wait. On the way out we bought a copy of "Anne Frank, the diary of a young girl" in an
English translation. At that time over 35 million copies had been sold in all languages.
The publication was what Anne had wanted.
On a previous occasion, 1998, I visited Poland with a polish friend from Warsaw
University. We travelled all round the country, at the time very much under Russian
influence. We visited Krakow and the nearby concentration camp: Auschwitz. It has been
preserved as it was left and is a horrifying experience which can never be forgotten.
Those of us who remember the 2nd World War will have been to the cinema and seen the
news reels with pictures of emaciated bodies, alive and dead. Unlike the present
pandemic it was entirely the result of man's cruelty to man. But in both we should look
forward to human hope and aspiration.
Brian Nelson

News from Shelley Hedgehogs….
It has been almost a year since I wrote an article for the Shelley magazine about Shelley
Hedgehogs and we are here again, April is just around the corner and our hedgehogs are
wakening from hibernation.
Little did I know last year, just how many hedgehogs would need our help throughout the
year…There was never a time that we didn’t have a prickly house guest, in fact during
hoglett season, boxes were stacked 4 high, with 2,3 and 4 hogletts to a cage and all
wanting feeding from 6am in the morning.
With the launch of the Shelley Hedgehogs FaceBook page, word spread further afield and
we started to get calls from people with sick hedgehogs or orphaned hoglets from Leeds to
Nottingham..and although at one point we officially closed – we never actually said no to
anyone who contacted us..
In fact, we also had a few baby wood pigeons, a couple of mice, a bat, a robin, and a rat
brought to us! Luckily as we work in partnership with Meltham Wildlife Rescue, we know
that we can access expert advice to call on..
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This year, we are hoping to be even better prepared for the numbers of hedgehogs that we
know will need help. We are extending the hedgehog house to accommodate more poorly
hogs and we plan to raise funds for another intensive care unit..
We thankfully have a lady that does an amazing job at hand rearing the tiniest of baby
hedgehogs for us and we have a small number of fabulous volunteers that help clean and
feed our spiky patients daily..
What can you do to help?
The first thing that you can do, is to support feed them in your garden with a bowl of kitten
biscuits (Tesco seems to be the firm favorite) or dog / cat food (meat based in jelly) with a
shallow dish of fresh water. This would be very much appreciated by any hungry hog...
especially when they come out of hibernation. As I mentioned last year, hedgehog feeding
stations can be very inviting to every “Tom, Dick and Tiddles” and most kitties will be more
than happy to help themselves to your hedgehog buffet! A plastic storage box, turned
upside down, with a hedgehog sized hole cut in the side of the box to allow access and
exit can deter even the most determined puss cat and If you put a brick on the hop of the
box to stop it blowing away it will also make sure that you don’t have soggy hedgehog food
if it rains!
June and July see the birth of the baby hoglets, typically a litter will be between 4 or 5
young, which at birth are completely bald, pink, with sealed eyes and ears. The first white
spines appear within the first day of birth, darker spines start to develop within 2 days, and
these are replaced by adult spines when the hoglets are about 6 weeks old...Eyes and
ears open when about two weeks old; fur is growing on the body by this time. Teeth start
to erupt by about 20 – 21 days and this is when they start to take their first solid food. They
are fully weaned by about 40 days after birth.
If you fear that you have disturbed a nesting hedgehog, leave well alone and immediately
contact a hedgehog rescue and seek advice. If the mother feels threatened, she will
abandon her nest - or even kill her babies. Please understand that hedgehogs need
specialized care, don’t think that you can take care of a hoglet on your own if you don’t
have the knowledge and experience, as unfortunately the chances are, that without the
correct support, it will die…
Our gardens provide hedgehogs with a plentiful supply of food, as well as many potential
nest sites for breeding, resting and hibernation. The number one thing that you can do is
link your gardens together and create a hedgehog highway. Hedgehogs can travel around
a mile at night, moving through the village to find food – or a mate. Allowing hedgehogs to
travel freely from garden to garden helps them in their quest.
A hedgehog’s natural diet consist of ground beetles, caterpillars, worms and slugs. During
cold or dry periods, these creepy crawlies become much scarcer, so hedgehogs will
benefit hugely from a shallow dish of water and supplementary feeding. Please, don’t feed
mealworms as these lack nutritional value and have a high phosphorus content which if
fed regularly, can result in metabolic bone disease.. Hedgehogs are also lactose intolerant
and so do not give them milk as this can kill them.
Dangers to hedgehogs
One of the most common injuries that hedgehogs got admitted with last year was caused
by the garden strimmer; from amputated legs, sliced backs and faces, strimmers cause the
most horrendous injuries. It breaks our hearts to see these poor animals suffer, when
really, we could avoid such accidents.
Slug pellets and pesticides are toxic chemicals intended to kill slugs and invertebrates.
Constant use of pesticides removes these invertebrates from the areas to which they are
applied, meaning that hedgehogs and other animals that depend on them for their primary
food source will not have sufficient food available and can result in hedgehogs dying of
starvation… What’s more, when hedgehogs eat poisoned slugs and insects or ingest
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pellets directly, they will die.. Please do not use slug pellets in your garden, let the
hedgehogs eat your beetles, caterpillars and slugs.
With that in mind, this year, we will be running a campaign to highlight the dangers to
hedgehogs – so please look out for posters and sign up for hedgehog news at
ShelleyHedgehogs.com
I am hoping that later this year, we will be able to hold a coffee morning and open the
doors for people to visit, but in the meantime, please visit our FaceBook page and take a
look at our new website.

Shepley Bird & Wildlife Group
Great Tit - Parus major
Eighth most common species on our local garden list survey, the Great Tit is the largest of
our British tits. About five inches long it is easy to recognise with its black crown, neck and
throat, and white cheeks. An unusual feature is the black vertical stripe down the middle of
the yellow breast. This stripe enables us to check the sex of the birds as it is thicker in the
male. In all other tits the sexes look alike. Without doubt the brightest specimens are
among our most colourful birds, but the ones we see in our garden usually appear washed
out, their colours faded. They are still very welcome on the feeders. Less perky than Blue
Tits, they usually collect the food and fly off to a sheltered spot, hold it with their foot and
hammer it. Away from feeders they often draw attention to themselves by their loud call two notes, usually described as “tea—cher, tea—cher”. Because they readily use nest
boxes, they are probably the most studied bird species in Britain. For 70 years Oxford
university has been monitoring them in a local wood. One topical finding is that they now
nest on average three weeks earlier than they did in 1960.
Dunnock – Prunella Modularis
Ninth most common species on our local garden list survey, we older folk remember
calling it the Hedge Sparrow. Distinguished, however, from sparrows by its thin beak it is
usually described, somewhat unfairly, as drab & undistinguished. Its streaky brown body,
offset by its lead blue throat & neck, give a not unpleasing combination. The sexes are
alike.
It is common in gardens, usually solitary, & often overlooked. As it shuffles around,
generally undercover, quietly looking for small scraps, it always reminds me of a school
caretaker assiduously picking up the litter the other birds have left. Normally keeping
themselves to themselves when two or more appear in the garden they become more
noticeable, perching in view & chasing each other.
If you think “butter wouldn’t melt” think again. Females are often accompanied by a male
with whom they mate, indeed they do this more frequently than any other small bird. A
second male is often in tow, & the female appears keen to lose her ‘spouse’ & mate with
the second one. Recent research has found that other even more complex mating
relationships do occur, with the females in control. It certainly makes you look twice at this
apparent nonentity in the garden.
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LETTERS
Mark Eastwood MP
Whilst the current lockdown has meant that I have been working
from home, like many people, it has not meant any slowdown in
trying to progress issues on behalf of all of the communities in my
constituency including here in Shepley.
One issue that I have been working on, and making progress on is
my commitment to get improvements to the Penistone Line and to
your local station. The Chancellor announced, in his Spending
Review in November a Levelling Up Fund which is intended to
suport infrastructure projects in areas like ours. I have been working with Cllr Taylor to
see how we bring forward proposals to improve the Penistone Line as part of this funding.
Our aim is to do some station improvements, including the disability access issue on the
Sheffield platform at Shepley Station but more importantly to introduce a half hourly
service instead of the current hourly service.
I have had meetings with the Train Minister, Chris Heaton Harris and been working
alongside my neighbouring MPs, Jason McCartney & Miriam Cates and have secured the
support of the South Yorkshire Mayor (& Barnsley MP) Dan Jarvis. I have also met with
the Leader and senior Officers at Kirklees with Cllr Taylor and we have an agreed cross
party approach to this. As always, rail developments take time and there are many
hurdles to overcome yet but this is the first time we have had agreement from all parties
and across both West & South Yorkshire to work together on bringing forward the
investment to improve this critical line and make commuting by train a more realistic
prospect here.
During lockdown many local charities have been struggling to fund raise as they have
been unable to use many of their usual methods with charity shops closed and lockdown
meaning fundraisers like charity bakes or coffee mornings are not possible. I have been
talking with Kirkwood Hospice about the impact on them and what funding is available but
have also agreed to do my bit to help and as a result I will be doing a charity skydive later
in the year and if anyone would be willing to sponsor me they can do so via
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Mark-Eastwood-MP
I have also been working with local businesses and looking forward to the challenges that
they will face post Covid and hosted an online discussion between them and Kirklees
College as part of Apprenticeship Week called “Let’s talk real skills”. This looked at ways
to strengthen the links between the college and local employers to make sure the skills
being taught in the college match those needed by industry locally, so we can bridge the
skills gap that does exist in some areas with difficulties in finding young people with the
right skills.
Finally, I am pleased that the vaccination programme is continuing to make good progress
in providing protection to those who are most vulnerable and so simultaneously ease the
pressures on our local hospitals. I was glad to be able to join the Prime Minister recently in
Batley to see the vaccination process working in practice and be able to speak with those
who are working on the front line. With the opening of a centre now at John Smiths
Stadium we are well placed to contiue to speed up the roll out to more people with
everyone over 70 already able to get the jab.
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Hello to all in Shelley
I hope you and yours are keeping well, and will remain in good health.
The vaccine roll-out seems to be going well in Kirklees, and I have indeed bared my
arm and taken the first shot. I attended Cathedral House in Huddersfield and found a wellrehearsed, friendly and very competent operation. My only complaint is that, inexplicably,
my conspicuous bravery was not rewarded with a lollipop. Probably an unfortunate
oversight.
Covid-19 remains a significant threat to health, both personal and public, in Kirklees.
We must all continue to be vigilant, and follow the rules closely, for now. Chafing, yes, but
still necessary if we are to protect ourselves and others from harm. We also need to treat
claims about any supposed dangers of the vaccination with extreme caution. At the time of
writing, some 15 million people have been vaccinated. If there were widespread and
significant side effects of vaccination these would have surfaced by now. This is a low risk,
high reward procedure.
Meanwhile, Kirklees Council has introduced its Budget. This was passed narrowly, by
35 votes to 33, after a very long and often heated debate. The headline is a 4.99% total
increase in Council Tax, made up of 1.99% for general costs plus 3% for Adult Social
Care. Personally, I supported a 0% general rise plus 1.5% for Adult Social Care. The cost
of Adult Social Care is something which I firmly believe should be removed from Local
Authority budgets and lodged (along with the necessary extra funding) within the NHS
budget. My argument is along the lines that the need for this care arises from medical, not
social, needs. Adults of all ages have specific care needs because of one or another form
of impairment linked to defined medical conditions. Until such time as sense prevails,
though, we need to increase the local funding by a sensible amount.
Kirklees Parks Department is now moving along with plans to improve the Rec., and I’m
sure we all look forward to a time when the Rec. can be used without restriction. These
plans are informed by, and in line with, the results of the Ask Shelley questionnaire, and
have benefited from input from the Community Association. My Ward colleagues and I are
keeping a close eye on the process, and my own position is that I want to ensure that the
Toddler Area remains as a defined and fenced area set apart from the main Rec. I think
that this is important to keep our youngsters safe. I am also told that the Rangers made a
start on cutting-back the saplings alongside Red Hill but, because this is a job which
requires more than one person, Covid restrictions are slowing progress. I’m afraid one
cannot argue with Health & Safety, but I will be keeping a very close eye on this project
too.
At my request, Highways are to re-site the warning sign for the zebra crossing outside
the Flying Ferret when approaching from Kirkburton. They have also undertaken to refresh
the crossing markings to ensure better visibility and improve safety. The hedge alongside
Huddersfield Road approaching the Flying Ferret is becoming overgrown. Because this is
the responsibility of the landowner, I have asked Kirklees to make the necessary
approaches. At the bottom of Far Bank, I have also asked Highways to ensure that the
zebra crossing warning signs are fully visible.
There is something of a confusion of Highways budgets. There is one for pothole repair,
one for patching roads and another for resurfacing them. There is a budget for repairing
“A” and “B” class roads, and a separate scheme for renewing unclassified roads. As I
mentioned last time, my colleagues and I are prioritising Westerley Way/Lane and
Cleveland Way for renewal from the latter budget. In the meantime, I have requested that
large potholes in Green House Hill and Westerley Way are repaired from the appropriate
budget. Please feel free to report other defects to me.
With my best wishes to you all,
Bill
(Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, email bill@gmx.ca, Tel 01484
314314)
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A WINTER FRIEND This article is so befitting for all of us... take time to ponder... the last
statement cannot be refuted:
AND THEN IT IS WINTER You know time has a way of moving quickly and catching you
unaware of the passing years. It seems like yesterday that I was young, just married, and
embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I
wonder where all those years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it
was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. But, here it is... the winter of my life, and it
catches me by surprise... How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and where
did my youth go? I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that
those "older people" were years away from me and that winter was so far off that I could
not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like. But, here it is...my friends are retired
and getting grey... they move slower and I see an older person in myself now. Some are in
better and some worse shape than me... but, I see the great change... Not like the ones
that I remember who were young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show
and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we'd be. Each
day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is
not a treat anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will... I just fall asleep
where I sit! And so... now I enter this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches
and pains and the loss of strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but
never did!! But, at least I know, that though the winter has come, and I'm not sure how long
it will last... this I know, that when it's over on this earth... it's over. A new adventure will
begin! Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done... things I should have
done, but indeed, there are also many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime.
So, if you're not in your winter yet... let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you
think. So, whatever you would like to accomplish in your life, please do it quickly! Don't put
things off too long!! Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can TODAY, as you can never
be sure whether this is your winter or not! You have no promise that you will see all the
seasons of your life... so, LIVE FOR TODAY and say all the things that you want your
loved ones to remember.. and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that
you have done for them in all the years past!! "Life" is a GIFT to you. The way you live
your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one. Remember: "It is
Health that is real Wealth and not pieces of gold and silver." ~Your kids are becoming
you......but your grandchildren are perfect! ~Going out is good.. coming home is even
better! ~You forget names... but it's OK, because other people forgot they even knew
you!!! ~You realize you're never going to be really good at anything.... especially golf. ~The
things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you
don't care to do them anymore. ~You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring
than in bed. It's called "pre-sleep." ~You miss the days when everything worked with just
an "ON" and "OFF" switch.. ~You tend to use more 4 letter words ...
"what?"..."when?"...??? ~Now that you can afford expensive jewelry, it's not safe to wear it
anywhere. ~You notice everything they sell in stores is "sleeveless?!" ~What used to be
freckles are now liver spots. ~Everybody whispers. ~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your
closet.... 2 of which you will never wear. ~But "Old" is good in some things: Old Songs, Old
movies ... and best of all, our dear ...OLD FRIENDS!! Stay well, "OLD FRIEND!" Send this
on to other "Old Friends" and let them laugh in agreement!
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