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NOVEMBER 2022                                    No. 494 
 
By the time this month’s Shelley Mag hits the doorsteps we’ll have lost an hour and gained 
a new Prime Minister – or at least that’s the theory.  As each year passes I find the lost 
hour harder and harder to bear.  The days are short enough without losing an hour.  As for 
the new PM – it’s getting to feel a bit of a habit.   PM’s may come and go, but we all suffer 
the consequences.  The cycle of the year, bright spring mornings and dark autumn 
evenings can be anticipated and enjoyed.  As for the current political turmoil – as they say 
“what cannot be changed must be endured”. 
 
As I write, the rain has fallen hard for a couple of days – but not enough to fill the 
reservoirs and end the hosepipe ban.  The hosepipe ban is set to continue through the 
winter and into next year. 
 
The rates of Covid are currently appearing to fall, though the rates of flu are on the rise.  
We can all protect ourselves and others by taking advantage of the vaccines.  My recent 
experience of the well oiled machine at Shepley surgery – where I was in and out in less 
than 10 minutes, would make you think they’d done all this before!  An absolutely sterling 
effort on the part of all concerned at Shepley – thank you. 

Material for the December issue should be submitted by 15th NOVEMBER to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
 

Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
 

Advert changes for January 2023 MUST be notified by December 1st 2022 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
 

Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we may have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended 
for publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 

Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 

Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  bookings-shelleyvillagehall@mail.com    
Please note the new email address.
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 
 

SHELLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Shelley Community Association 
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 10th October 2022 

10 attended, 8 Apologies received 
 
Chair’s Report: 
   Martin Smith was able to report that the Village Hall defib is now active again after the 
software test revealed the battery needed replacing. 
Kirkburton Parish Council has a fund to help with payment of spares for community defibs 
so they have been applied to for a grant to cover this battery and the two sets of pads. 
Many thanks to Martin, our Community First Responder, for ensuring our village defibs are 
in good working order. 
   Local resident Stephanie Bevan of Skipton Building Society has put forward our name to 
win a community grant worth at least £200 which could rise to £500 depending on votes 
cast by members. They may offer some volunteer hours too. Many thanks to Stephanie 
and Skipton Building Society – and to Malcolm who suggested us. 
   The mobile Post Office van was unable to park on the triangle of open land at the side of 
the Village Hall for three Tuesdays because the van needs to pull on the whole of this 
piece of land for safety reasons. The car that was parked there kindly moves away for this 
time now on Tuesdays between 1.30 and 2.30 to facilitate this valuable community 
service. 
   Kind letter received from Shelley Methodist Church thanking us for the new signage on 
the Church Hall building, reproduced at end of the Minutes. 
   Leaflet from Rainbow Baby Bank, a charity which provides prams, cots, clothing and 
footwear, nappies and baby food free of charge to those families in need and will deliver 
out to Shelley. You must be referred to the Rainbow Baby Bank by a health visitor, family 
support and social worker, school, GP, food bank or any professional who supports your 
family. www.rainbowbabybank.org.uk  
   It was noted that Nomadic Pizzas have applied for a restaurant/event space at their 
current Food Preparation Premises in the Old Stone Yard, Near Bank. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Martin reimbursed by SCA for battery defib. 
Fire Alarm, Emergency Lights and Extinguishers serviced and invoice paid. 
Kirklees Council has been paid for Annual Licence £180 
 
Environment Report from SCEG: 
   David reported that SCEG finished clearing behind Village Hall, Bridle wildflower 
meadow cut back and re-seeded, more access cut to fruit trees on Healey Greave 
Meadow and Sarah has cut overhanging ivy on SEF land under Village Hall. The meeting 
commended David and all on SCEG for their hard work. 
   David also reported the new bench paid for by our three Parish Councillors has been 
erected next to the Boules Court – grateful thanks to them and Kirkburton Parish Council. 
  The gates at Healey Greave Meadow have been incorrectly unlocked for a few years and 
now have been re-locked to deter unauthorised vehicle access. 
 
Kirklees Report: 
An extra SID to be erected on a temporary basis near the Garden Centre on Huddersfield 
Road. 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Social and Community Events: The meeting was told of upcoming village events which 
can all be found on the village website. 
The Welly Walk is to go ahead as usual with Carol and David Rowatt and Damian and Sue 
Stansfield making the arrangements. 
The Garden Festival is taking place next year with suggested date of Sun 25th June unless 
there is a clash with the Coronation. If you are considering opening your garden please 
contact Lorna on 01484 609032 to register your interest – we would love more gardens to 
open and the monies raised go to charities you support and local village projects. 
 
AOB: 
Malcolm reported that the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal will be low-key again with 
tins in local pubs, clubs, shops, churches and Dobbies Garden Centre, with only some 
door-to-door collections this year. 
Congratulations to the Rising Sun on their recent successful Harvest Festival which raised 
£1,400 for local charities and Kirkwood Hospice. 
 
Date of next meeting: Mon 14th November at 7.30 in Shelley Village Hall – every resident 
is a member and we would welcome new people to our lively meetings. 
 
Letter from Shelley Methodist Church to SCA: 
 
‘Thank you for the new signage on the Church Hall building..they look very smart, the 
colour and wording are both just right and they look as though they have always been 
there – perfect. 
It is good that the hall is used for the community as a village meeting place where all are 
welcome. We hope that it will provide a ‘warm space’ this winter for people to be able to 
come, enjoy company and keep warm in these difficult times. 
Thank you for all the work the Community Association do and for gifting the signage to the 
church.’ 
 
This letter reminds us that there are many groups that meet in our community halls and 
venues which are trying to be warm and inviting and where you will generally be made 
very welcome. Please look at the village website – www.shelleyvillage.org or use the QR 
codes on the Methodist and Village Halls for up-to-date information. 
 

Shelley Educational Grants 2022 
Shelley Educational Foundation was delighted to be able to award small grants to twelve 
Shelley students going on to Higher Education in many fields. 
Nine students are going to Universities up and down the country – Oxford, Loughborough, 
Leeds, Sheffield, Newcastle, Liverpool, Bournemouth and Huddersfield. And the courses 
are very varied – Medicine, Costume Design, Sports Science, Psychology, Religion and 
Ethics, Fashion Design and Accounting. One student is studying for his PhD in History. 
Two students are enrolled on Apprenticeship Level 3 courses – one to be a Plumbing and 
Domestic Heating Engineer and the other on a Motorsport Engineering City and Guilds 
Level 3 course in light vehicle maintenance and repair principles (motorsport). 
We wish all these young people every success in their continuing education. 
We also thank the retiring Chair of SEF, Stephen Hughes, who has been our Chair for 25 
years following a very eminent career as a local teacher at Shelley College. We have been 
very lucky to have his guidance during turbulent financial times. 
We also thank Malcolm MacDonald who has been a previous Trustee and advisor for 23 
years. Thank you for your active support and in particular last year’s French Sunday Lunch 
which raised enough funds for us to continue to support our young people with these small 
grants. 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Thank you to Shelley Conservation and Environment Group which have taken much of the 
burden of managing the land we hold in Shelley from our hands. The charity owns the 
Bridle and the land under the Village Hall and SCEG are transforming The Bridle into a 
wonderful Shelley amenity with benches, paths and a meadowland as well as encouraging 
bats, birds and wildlife to enjoy the open space. Please explore and enjoy! 
Shortly the land under the Village Hall will be cleared thanks to a very generous grant from 
Kirkburton Parish Council – our thanks to them. 
It is nice to think that this 200 year old charity, created by four ladies of Shelley, is still able 
to support the education of the youngsters of Shelley. 
 

 
 

MAGAZINE NEWS 
 

 

This months front cover overlooking Butterley Lane is by Shelley art group member 
Richard Walker 

 

 
Ad updates: 
Post Office Van now only calls at Shelley on Tuesdays.  
Anna Bushell’s Celebrant’s email address is now: office@celebrant.co.uk 

 
 

VILLAGE INFORMATION 
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CONSTITUENCY CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
I was moved to see the great number of people who came to London to mark the funeral 
and lying-in-state of HM Queen Elizabeth II, our longest serving monarch who dedicated 
70 years of her life to making the country a better place. Following the mourning period, I 
swore my oath of allegiance to King Charles III at Westminster and now have resumed my 
duties in the constituency, meeting with people and working to solve issues in Shelley and 
surrounding villages.  
 
I was delighted to host my second Skills and Apprenticeship Fair on 6th October, alongside 
Kirklees College, to show young people the range of opportunities available.  Among the 
employers present were AUS, Camira, and Donaldson’s Vets who joined us to showcase 
their employment opportunities, in addition to representatives from national bodies like the 
NHS, and the Police. I very much enjoyed the event and will continue to do my utmost to 
help young people find the right career. 
 
Speeding is an issue that is often raised to me when out and about in Shelley and 
neighbouring villages. I know that we all want our roads to be safe for drivers cyclists and 
pedestrians. I would like to thank everyone who have signed my online petition and 
supports my campaign. I recently met the Chief Constable to discuss how we can tackle 
this issue and, alongside my colleague Jason McCartney, MP for Colne Valley, we have 
secured a meeting with the mayor of West Yorkshire, Tracy Brabin.  I will let you know how 
this meeting goes.  
 
I appreciate this is early for many people, but I must mention the C word! I am happy to 
announce that I have launched my Christmas Card competition this week. The competition 
is open to all Primary School aged pupils and I look forward to seeing entries from pupils in 
Shelley. The winning design will feature on my annual Christmas card, which will be sent 
to people across my constituency as well as the Prime Minister!  There are prizes for the 
winners and runners up. There are no criteria for the design, please do avoid glitter though 
as it is difficult to print. Renowned local artist, Richard Gower will be assisting me in 
choosing the winning design. Please send any entries to my office: 5 Northgate, Dewsbury 
WF13 1DS or alternatively via email.  We have had some superb entries in previous years 
and I am looking forward to seeing this year’s designs. 
 
 Thank you for reading. As always, the team and I are here to help. Please feel free to 
contact me via email: mark.eastwood.mp@parliament.uk or telephone 01924 939 007. 
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Volunteering with Kirklees Libraries 
 

Are you: friendly, enthusiastic, a good communicator? 
Do you: enjoy meeting and helping people? 
Would you: like to give your time to benefit your community? 
Yes?!  If you have a spare hour or two to offer, then there may be a role for 
you at your local library. 
 

Kirklees Library Service would not be able to offer all the wonderful things we do without 
our brilliant team of volunteers. Library volunteers are great ambassadors for our service, 
supporting the daily operation of the library, shelving books, picking requests, helping with 
the PCs or self-issue machine, facilitating events, chatting to customers, and maybe even 
making someone’s day. 
 
We are currently on the lookout for new volunteers to join our teams at Kirkburton, Shepley 
and Skelmanthorpe Libraries. We welcome volunteers of all ages from all backgrounds 
and are flexible around the time commitment you can give.  
 
You can find more information by visiting  http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/volunteering/  
emailing June.lawson@kirklees.gov.uk or drop into the library and have a chat with our 
staff and volunteers. 
 

 
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
To report a crime, please ring 101. Always dial 999 in an emergency or report to 
  

        
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

KINDLING 

WOOD 

FOUR BAGS 

DELIVERED 

01484 609548 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
http://www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk/volunteering/
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COUNCIL NEWS 
Hello to all in Shelley 
This is the November edition, and of course that means that Armistice Day and 
Remembrance Sunday are just around the corner. Unfortunately, it seems that I will not be 
able to attend the Remembrance Sunday service at Emmanuel Church this year. I will 
make arrangements to ensure that the Parish Council poppy wreath is laid with all due 
solemnity. 
 

I think that it is extremely important that we as a society keep alive the memory of the 
sacrifices made by members of the Armed Forces and civilians, not only in the two World 
Wars of the last century, but also in later engagements such as Korea, The Falklands and 
Afghanistan. There is nothing romantic about war and bloodshed, both of which I deplore, 
but it is right that we should celebrate the bravery and Stoicism of those who served, and 
equally of those at home who supported them. As well as those who gave their lives we 
should remember the gravely wounded, many of whom suffered the consequences for 
long years after serving. More recently we have come to recognise that war experiences 
may lead to lifelong mental health issues. Over the years these issues have been given a 
number of names, such as Shellshock, Battle Fatigue and War Nerves, but nowadays are 
often referred to as PTSD. Whatever the label, these unseen psychological scars 
represent very real wounds inflicted in the service of our country. 

 
Many of you will recall the problems arising from a botched job in renewing the 

pavement from Kirklea towards Roydhouse. Vegetation broke through the new surface, 
and I made my displeasure known to Highways whilst asking for remedial work. So it was 
that, in mid-October, I went along to take a look at what progress had been made in 
repairing this. I was pleased to see that work was well underway, and that care was being 
taken to remove a good depth of the subsoil before refinishing the pavement. It is unlikely 
that there will be further such problems here, and hopefully lessons have indeed been 
learned. What I do note, though, is that there is a role for weedkiller. These herbicides, of 
necessity, are potent chemicals and must be used judiciously and carefully, but they serve 
a purpose. The Council does not have the resources to remove weeds manually and, 
especially in rural areas, there are too few residents with the time or inclination to tackle 
the task. In the real world herbicides are all that we have to keep the pavements alongside 
our country roads passable. 

 
 
Elsewhere in Shelley, I have been following-up on the recent incident when a car 

smashed into a house off Long Moor Lane. As I expected, Highways have declined my 
request for road humps and the like to tackle speeding vehicles. This is partly because of 
cost issues, but also because Highways have a very strict policy that they “work to 
evidence based criteria”. This sounds very grand, scientific even, but in reality translates 
as “no deaths or serious injuries, no action”. I heartily dislike the “no hurt, no action” policy 
but I also have to take a rounded view of issues and it is certainly the case that the Council 
simply cannot afford to build safety features on every road in the Borough. I accept that 
there needs to be some way of grading risk, and calculating whether or not any 
interventions would be cost effective, but believe that the current policy is too formulaic, 
too “computer says no” and inflexible in application. I think it should be possible to 
introduce an element of discretion for officers to take action to prevent, rather than react 
to, serious accidents. Meanwhile, I have now asked Highways to consider introducing 
warning signs in Long Moor Lane. 

 
There is a great need of foster parents within Kirklees. It is well known that children who 

grow up “in care” often have poor outcomes in life, and fostering is a much better option for 
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them. It takes special people to become fosterers – if you think you may fit, or if you simply 
want more information, please take a look at ww.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/fostering/index.aspx.  

 
With my best wishes to you all,  Bill.(Bill Armer, Kirklees and Parish Cllr, Tel 01484 
314314. Email bill@gmx.ca 
 
 
Dear All, 
Recently, a local resident asked me if I would take a look at some damage in the children’s 
play area. The damage was to the rubber waffle matting, which helps retain and support 
the ground from being churned up. Yes, lumps of the matting were strewn around the play 
area. How this damage has occurred is unclear. An inspection has been called for. 

One thing which is a total blight in many areas was the litter which was strewn around the 
play area. This consisted of crisp packets, sweet wrappers, chip papers and beer cans. 
However, there was one single issue which really annoyed me and that was that someone 
had deliberately emptied their leftover chips into one of the children’s pieces of play 
equipment, the small tub carousel. There are many waste bins around the area can 
someone explain to me why some people will not use them, I would love to know why. 

To these problems, there are no answers. When the graffiti appeared on the newly 
installed equipment, a comment was posted on one of our local Facebook sites. One reply 
to this complaint was, they are only children, don’t be so hard on them. Is the answer to do 
and say nothing? 

Another month goes by and your Parish Council has been a little bit quiet. One thing of 
note was, could the PC in some way help with the cost of living increase? The council has 
opted to give some funds to the Welcome Centre to try to help people in need. This nicely 
brings me onto our local groups. Please do not forget to apply for a PC grant. Take a look 
at our website for information on grant applications. You can also phone our clerk to 
enquire about the criteria for applications. 

A big shout-out to SCEG (Shelley, Conservation, Environment, Group). They are actively 
clearing ground around our areas. I wouldn’t be surprised if they were not looking for 
added volunteers to help their cause. If you would like to know more about their work, 
please contact, Carol and David Rowatt. Nowadays, our areas are more and more about 
self-help as Kirklees Council funds are not there to fund all that the public require. I think it 
is more about funding for local groups. This is why Bill and I urge local groups to apply for 
funding through the PC and other bodies which can help areas such as ours.  
 
Kirklees council cannot be everything to everyone, times have changed. Local people can 
see the areas of their place which need addressing and can prioritise as necessary. But 
unless there are volunteers, then we shall not address many issues. 
On Friday, 14th Oct, I attended the funeral of one of Shelley’s residents. Billy Berry, who 
lived on Huddersfield Road, was cremated at Grenoside Chapel. Billy was a character who 
I had known more or less all the years I have lived in Shelley. He died at 92 years of age 
and will be sadly missed by his family and his friends. RIP, Billy. 
 
 
 
Ray Bray (PClr) 
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CHURCH PAGES 
 

SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Services for November 
6th Mr N Ward 

13th Service of Remembrance @ Emmanuel 

20th Rev R Page 

27th Rev T Francis  -Toy Service 

 

Please note that there will  be no service at the Chapel on 13th November as we join the 
Village Remembrance Service at the Parish Church. 

 

Toy Service 

We will once again be collecting new toys to donate to the Salvation Army Christmas 
Appeal.  Please do not wrap your donations as the organisers need match the toys to their 
recipients. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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Emmanuel Church Winter Fayre 
 

In The Village Hall 

 

Saturday 26 November 2022 
10.00am to 2.00pm 

 

Produce and Cake Stalls, Craft Stall, Bottle Stall, Raffle, 

and many more stalls 

 

Come and see Father Christmas 
 

Teas and coffee throughout the day  

Meat Pie and Peas for lunch. Veggies available 
 

 
 

SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH    

Services and Events during November 2022 

Regular Services: 

• Sundays 6 20 27 10.00am Holy Communion Service followed by 
refreshments 

• Remembrance service 13th November please note start time 9.30am 

• Wednesday 9th 23rd 2.00pm  A short service of Holy Communion 
followed by refreshments and a chat everyone welcome 

 If you need a lift to this service please ring Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Church Contacts 

 Revd Amanda Grant     07745 130033 

 Baptisms & Weddings  Carol Robertshaw 01484 860657 

 Funerals   Stephen Hughes 01484 605755  
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Royal Visit to Shelley as recalled by Elizabeth Hoyle. 
 
Princess Elizabeth and Phillip came to Huddersfield in 1949. 
They were on a 3 day tour of the Old West Riding and Huddersfield was their first port of 
call on 26th July. 
The previous night they slept on their train in a ‘siding’ down at Ozzings in Shelley.  
Some Shelley people such as Maureen Littlewood (Nee Umpleby) who has just turned 80 
can still remember the next morning. She was taken very early by her mother, with little 
brother in a pram and a neighbour from Huddersfield Road, down Near Bank and up to the 
sidings in Ozzings to try to get a glimpse of the royal couple but after all that walking the 
blinds on the train were kept firmly down. She still feels the disappointment of just seeing 
blinds! 
 But friend Margaret Ward was taken to see the train before going to school. She recalls 
they shouted ‘We want Princess Elizabeth’ and she came and waved to them. 
 
Some present Shelleyers including John Hoyle and Malcolm MacDonald were then among 
the crowd who welcomed the Princess at Huddersfield Football Stadium – the old stadium. 
Malcolm continues the reminiscence: 
 8,000 school children formed a tableau on the pitch at Huddersfield Town’s ground. The 
now King Charles III was only a few months old at the time. Students from three schools 
formed the letters E,P, and C in their different school uniforms, and the tableau was 
enclosed in an oval shape formed by students from other schools. The periphery was 
made up of lads from our school (Huddersfield College) and our task was to prevent other 
students from breaking ranks, in their excitement to get a better view. So when the Royal 
car did its tour of the pitch, being on the front line looking outwards, it was easy  to believe 
that  the Royal waves were just for us, personally! 

 
CLUBS AND GROUPS 

Shepley Woman’s Institute  
As the clocks have turned back and the weather gets worse our monthly meetings will now 
happen at 2pm in the afternoon (at the Methodist Church Shepley). Our next meeting will 
be on the 16th November and we will be concentrating on floral arrangements you can do 
using everyday items from the garden. This will be led by our own members. 
Since our summer break we have had a very interesting talk from Think Forensic. This is 
the second time that they have been to see us and we were not disappointed, as they 
were both informative and entertaining. We had no idea how useful superglue is to find 
fingerprints, nor how  the costs of carrying out a police operation can soon mount up to 
alarming levels 
We have also had our AGM and this was a good opportunity to say a thank you to the 
hard-working members of the committee. We also spent the evening sampling cakes. We 
had five brave volunteers who had submitted their favourite recipe. We were tasting to 
decide which would go forward as an entry in a regional WI cookbook 
If you are interested in joining the WI then please email our Secretary Debra on 
shepleywi@gmail.com  or phone Sue on 01484 604826 
 
Kirkburton and District Probus Club  
Probus is a social club of retired professionals and business people.  We meet at 
Kirkburton Cricket Club on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month at 10am, where we 
have coffee and listen to a Speaker on varying subjects. 
We enjoy trips to places of interest and meals out.  We are a friendly bunch who would 
love to welcome new members to our club. 
If you are interested, please telephone The President, Janet Craven,  on 01484 604107 or 
email her at  janetmarycraven@gmail.com or the Vice President valestan76@icloud.com 

https://shelleyvillage.org/
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SHEPLEY BIRD AND WILDLIFE GROUP 
It was mouthwatering stuff at this month’s meeting of the Group! Ian Robinson, a 
photographer, from Filey gave a talk entitled “Bhutan - A Birding Trip to remember”. The 
trip took place in March/April 2018.  
Bhutan is an independent country in the Himalayas. Late on the tourist scene and with 
75% of its pristine forest intact, it restricts the number of tourists entering, and charges 
hefty daily visa fees. Climbing is banned on peaks over 6000 metres. Link all this with the 
lack of harassment of the wildlife by locals and it means a rich, unspoiled, sustainable 
wildlife in magnificent Himalayan scenery.  
The lasting impression from Ian’s bird photos was colour - sulfur yellow, deep red, metallic 
blue, greens, black and white, on birds small and large. Some were from familiar families - 
tits, thrushes, woodpeckers; others were new - parrotbills, forktails, sunbirds. One sought-
out group were pheasants - Blood pheasant, the white-spotted red Satyr Tragopan, and 
the crested Himalayan Monal. The latter, a must-see bird, is usually difficult to find, but a 
male came out onto the road gazing at a female - who ignored him.  
Ian managed to catch up with two Winter visitors, left behind after the main flocks had 
gone. One was an endangered Black-necked Crane, and the other a Bar-headed Goose 
renowned for flying over the high Himalayas to breed.  
He came across a pair of large Rufous-necked Hornbills which nest in holes in trees. After 
mating the male seals the female into the hole with mud and droppings. Here she stays, 
hatching and feeding the chicks, herself fed by the male. After about 125 days the male 
unseals the nest to let her out.  
Coupled with fascinating glimpses of Bhutanese life, this had been an eye- opener, and 
Ian was warmly thanked.  
John Wheeler 6 October 2022  
Our next meeting on Wednesday November 2nd will see the return of Wildlife Photographer 
Ray Brown who will give a presentation entitled “Cortez to California”.  As usual we meet 
at 7.30pm in the Coach House of Cliffe House in Shepley.  New members and visitors 
always welcome.   
 
            
 
Shelley Conservation and Environment Group 
Elsewhere SCEG are thanked for all their work in the village – not only does this 
revitalized group work hard they are also able to access grants that they are putting to 
good use in our village – for new benches and better tools to create better access for us – 
and an improved habitat for our wildlife. As Cllr Bill Armer notes, our council, like others, 
lacks resources so it is important that the community does what it can to make the village 
a nicer place. 
  
Many individual people also ‘do their bit’ by looking after a bit of open garden or keeping 
an area tidy – thank you to everyone who goes that extra mile – it really does make 
Shelley a nice place to live. 
  
If you would like to join the Conservation and Environment Group they would welcome 
new faces – you can give as much or little time as you like – there are always projects to 
help with – call David on 07824 351899 or email him via shelleyvillagewebsite@gmail.com 
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EVENTS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES 
 

 
OPENING TIMES 

Monday 
Rhyme Time 2.30-3.00 Shepley 
Popular Science Readers 
Group—2.00-3.30 1st Monday 
of each month Denby Dale 
Creative Writers 7.00pm 
fortnightly at Shepley 
Mend it Mondays 4pm Denby 
Dale 

Thursday 
Rhyme Time 10.30 -11.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Readers Group (LK) 10.30am 
Last Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Readers Group (SS) 3.00-4.00 
2nd Thurs of the month Denby 
Dale (Full) 
Hands On History 1.30-3.30 3rd 
Thurs of the month Denby Dale 
Knit & Natter 2.30pm Shepley 
 

 
 
 
Denby Dale Library 
Monday 1-6, Tuesday 10-1 
Wednesday 1-5, Friday 10-1 
Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Kirkburton Library 
Monday 2-5, Tuesday 2-6 
Wednesday 10-3  
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12.30 
 
 
 
Shepley Library 
Monday 1-5   
Thursday 10-1 & 2-5   
Friday 2-5, Saturday 10-12 
 
 
 
Skelmanthorpe Library 
Monday 10-1  
Wednesday 10-1 & 2-6  
Thursday 10-12,  
Friday 10-1 
 
 
 
Contact: 01484 414868  
 

www.kirkleeslibraries.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 
Readers Group (JW) 10.30am 
2nd Tuesday of the month 
Denby Dale 
Jewellery Club 10.30am Denby 
Dale 
Book Club 6.00pm Kirkburton 
1st Tuesday of the month 
 

Friday 
Local History Group 10.00-
12.00 at Kirkburton 
Knit & Natter 2.00-4.00 
Kirkburton 
Family History One to One 
from 2.00pm last Friday of the 
month Shepley Library 
Readers Group 2.00pm every 3 
weeks –Skelmanthorpe 
Later At The Library— 7.30pm 
Last Friday of the month Denby 
Dale 
 

Wednesday 
Rhyme Time 10.30-11.00 
Kirkburton 
Story Time for 2–5-year-olds 
2.00-2.30 Kirkburton Term 
Time 
Knit & Natter 2.00-3.00 at 
Skelmanthorpe 
Rhyme Time 2.00-2.30 Denby 
Dale 
Craft Group 1.30pm Denby 
Dale 
 

Saturday 
Lego Club 10.30-12.00 Shepley 
 

 
Our groups are all open groups unless stated, with no requirement to book. 
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