
 

Remember:  Hands.  Face.  Space.     Remain COVID aware                 September 2021 

https://shelleyvillage.org   3  please support our advertisers 
  

                                          SEPTEMBER 2021                                No. 480 
 
Although the government has removed Covid restrictions, it is very reassuring to see that 
so many people are continuing to wear masks in indoor public places.  Mask wearing is 
providing a protection for others, some of whom may be vulnerable and still very cautious.  
‘I wear my mask to protect you,  you wear your mask to protect me’. 
 
A new bus company called Team Pennine has taken over from Yorkshire Tiger in 
providing the 233 bus which is now called Denby Darts, and is bright pink!  It will run every 
half hour from Huddersfield bus station through Highburton, Kirkburton, Shelley, 
Skelmanthorpe, Clayton West to Denby Dale station throughout the day.  In the evenings it 
will run every hour until 10.45pm.  There will be an hourly service on Sundays.  The buses 
have free WiFi, USB power points and next stop displays.  They sound wonderful; let’s 
hope that they prove more reliable than Yorkshire Tiger! 
 
 

Material for the October issue should be submitted by 15th September to: 

 Denise Edinburgh          or Julie Burnham  
 77 Westerley Lane 57 Far Bank  shelleymag@hotmail.com 
 Shelley   602905 Shelley 602288  
  
 

Please contact Lynn Parsley (see below) regarding the submission of adverts: 
Advertising rates are :- 
Annual rate for one small box on our cover / yellow / general body of magazine: £45.00 
Half page - one off - £12.00    Quarter page - one off - £8.00 
. 
Please note that changes to cover and yellow page adverts will be made only in the 
January, April, July and October magazines – please advise us of any changes in time for 
those editions.   
Advert changes for October 2021 MUST be notified by September 1st 2021 

 

Copy for the magazine may be submitted in hand written or typed form.  If you produce 
your work on a word processor, it would be helpful if you could e-mail it to us at 
shelleymag@hotmail.com rather than printed out, and please avoid formatting your 
work - we will set the article out appropriately.    
Articles must be saved as a WORD file (.doc) or as a text file (.txt), NOT as a PDF file, 
otherwise we will have to return it and publication will be delayed or may not be 
possible. Please send any photographs as jpegs. 
 

If you need any further help or information, please contact Julie or Denise.  Please ensure 
that you always give your name and a means of contacting you on any item intended for 
publication.  It is our policy not to publish anonymous copy, although names may be 
withheld on request.  Please note that opinions and articles in the magazine are not 
necessarily those of the editors. 
 
Advertising Manager Lynn Parsley  27 Cleveland Way   Shelley   01484 604780 
    Lynn@theparsleys.me.uk 
Magazine Distribution:    J and B Keaveney (608569) 
Bookings for the Village Hall to be made with the Bookings Secretary:   

Sheila Tarbatt (604470)  starbatt2@gmail.com 
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 COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 

After the disappointment of not being able to hold the Gala in 2020 because of COVID 19, 
the prospect of holding the Gala this year was always in the balance because of a 
continuing high infection rate.  It was originally fixed for 11 July, only for it to be deferred 
until 22 August. Even then, people were hesitant about attending through COVID fears, 
and the new date was smack in the middle of the summer holiday period.  A factor that we 
always have to contend with is the weather.  After the dreadful weather we have 
experienced this summer, it would have been a surprise if it had been a nice day 
 
New ideas for this year were children’s races and a fun dog show.  Both events pulled in 
the crowds. 
 
This was a great opportunity for people of all ages to get together and socialise again and 
Shelley residents did us proud!  After such a long time, being denied the opportunity to 
socialise, they turned up in droves and stayed throughout a heavy rain shower mid 
afternoon. 
 
The Mayor of Kirklees, Clr. Nigel Patrick and our MP Mark Eastwood both clearly enjoyed 
their visit and indicated that they would be happy to attend future events in Shelley if 
invited!  It was also good to see a good representation of our local Councillors. 
 
Despite the earlier angst of the Gala Committee, we need not have worried! 
 
Many thanks to all who attended in whatever role, the Gala Committee and our hosts 
Shelley Cricket Club. 
 
Malcolm MacDonald 

 

CURRENT COVID ADVICE FORM THE GOVERNMENT WEBSITE: 

Coronavirus remains a serious health risk.  You should stay 
cautious to protect yourself and others. 

 
• Meet outside, or open windows and doors for indoor visitors. 

• If you think you have symptoms stay at home and take a PCR test 

• Wear face coverings in crowded places and on public transport 

• Check into venues when you go out 

• Wash your hands with soap regularly, and for at least 20m seconds 

• Get vaccinated if you’re 18 or over (this age limit has now been reduced – please 

check)! 

 
Following changes to the virus, symptoms are now different. 
 
The main symptoms are more like a cold. 

1. Headache 
2. Sore throat 
3. Sniffle 
4. Sneezing 

If you think you might just have a summer cold, it would be a good idea to have a 
Covid test. 
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MARK DELSTANCHE Solo Atlantic Rower with links to Shelley 
 

Have you ever heard of Mark 
Delstanche. He is the nephew of one of 
our Hawthorne Way residents and is 
currently in mid Atlantic aiming to be 
the first person ever to row without 
support from New York to London. 
 

He is doing this to raise awareness 
about the plastics in the oceans 
amongst other things and hopes to 
raise 50000 pounds for this cause. 
 

Mark is an adventurer having already 
rowed through ice flows to the 
magnetic north pole and has climbed 
Everest and other peaks.  He is as you 
can imagine a tough  individual. He is 
also a gentle, family man 
 

He is on Facebook and has a site 
called Square Peg through which his 
progress can be followed. 
 

If you follow him then you computer 
savvy individuals out there will be able 
to find the link  in which you can 
contribute to this praiseworthy cause. 
 

He had originally aimed to start on May 
1st but the Suez Canal problem and Covid intervened.  This means a 6 week delay which 
puts him into the storm season in September and October with strong winds and high 
waves. 
 
He is getting quite a bit of publicity with Heart radio and if he succeeds he will get a lot 
more when he rows up the Thames to Tower Bridge. 
 

Good luck Mark! 
 

Mark is due to arrive back in the UK just as your Shelley Mag. falls through your letter 
box.  We hope to bring more good news about his extraordinary effort to raise our 
awareness about plastics in the ocean. 

 

Education Grants 
 

Congratulations to all Shelley students about to go on to Higher Education or an 
Apprenticeship after leaving school 

 
Shelley Educational Foundation is hoping to be in a position to help with a small grant 

towards textbooks or equipment necessary for your course.  
 

Please email Ann.priestman@outlook.com and if we can distribute grants we will send you 
a simple form to complete. 
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LOCAL GROUPS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

SHEPLEY BOWLING CLUB 

Whilst Covid put restrictions on the bowling we have been pleased to get back to some 
competitive bowling within our local men's and ladies leagues.  We have a very successful 
booking system in place to allow members to practice bowl which is run by John Cowan, (if 
you wish to bowl just telephone John on 608218 to book a session); many thanks to John 
for organising this. 

There haven't been any club competitions this year so we haven't been able to highlight 
our winning members.  

For info and updates you can find us on facebook.  

 

 
For Community Groups in Shelley 

 

Community groups in Shelley are beginning to open up again after a 

year like no other, but with concerns about numbers that can attend 

and extra precautions that might be necessary. 

Some of the Shelley Garden Festival 2021 profit is being put aside to 

help group and club leaders re-start their groups safely  or even set up 

a completely new activity. 

If you are a group or activity leader please contact Ann on 

ann.priestman@outlook.com to ask about a small grant that might 

support you as you open 

Many of us are wanting to go back to a sociable life and need our 

groups and activities to help us reconnect – we hope this grant helps 

everyone. 
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SHELLEY OVER 60S - SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
Our Own Roadmap - Update 
 
With legal restrictions lifted on July 19th we are now free to decide what and when we can 
do them. 
 
Following our own roadmap, we have gradually been re-introducing all our activities, 
initially with restricted numbers, but now we are able to accommodate anyone wishing to 
join in an activity of their choice. 
 
However we are still remaining cautious and are restricting attendance to members only 
and by invitation.  If you haven’t already started to join in and would like to begin again 
then contact Carol on 606870 or 07902744360  or talk to the activity leader. 
 
Shelley First ” 
 
For now we are pursuing a “Shelley First” policy, concentrating on getting everything back 

running in Shelley at the Village Hall, Methodist Hall and other locations. 

We want to create a safe environment - a “Shelley Bubble” - where we all feel safe and 
where those of you that have not yet returned will feel comfortable. 
 
New Members - How to join the Over60s 
 
We are now able to welcome new members to the Club. We have no restrictions on who 
can join except you can’t be a member if you’re not Over 60 !!. 
 
If you want to join or find out more about the Club then contact Carol on 606870 or 
07902744360. 
 
On Tour - Trips 2021 
 
At this time, with cases still high around the country, we are not actively planning any 

coach trips, although we will be reviewing this weekly and will inform you as soon as we 

think it is okay to travel again.  A second consideration is that we would be reluctant to 

enforce the wearing of face masks.  We would hope that, when the time comes, we can fill 

a coach with the wearing of masks being left to individual discretion. 

O60s Minibus-Would you like to be a volunteer driver or assistant? 

On Thursdays we hire one of the Denby Dale Community minibuses to transport members 

to and from the Village Hall and on Fridays to take them to Morrison’s. If you could help as 

an assistant on, or even drive one of these buses and would like to volunteer, then contact 

Jeff Beevers on 01484 607242 to discuss this further.  

O60s Mini-bus Draw The July mini-bus draw winning no. was 279. The September draw 
will take place on the 30th. Winning numbers can be accessed at 
www.shelleyover60s.org.uk/minibus-draw  
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FRIDAY FRIENDSHIP CAFE. 
REOPENING SEPTEMBER  2PM-4PM  MAIN HALL 

 

The past 14 months have been a strange and difficult 
time for most of us in one form or another.  Many people 
may have felt a deep sense of loneliness and isolation 
due to restrictions placed upon us. 
 
We are now beginning to see light at the end of the 
tunnel, when once again we will be able to meet up and 
socialise. 
 
Our cafe is hoping to reopen on FRIDAY 3rd 
SEPTEMBER from 2PM, We are so excited to able to 
meet up, share cake and coffee, see you all again, and to 
pick up where we left off. 
 
For those of you who have not been to the cafe, please 
be assured that you will receive a warm and friendly 
welcome from everyone. 
 
Sometimes meeting up with friends, old or new, can 
make a huge difference. 
If you live alone or are caring for someone , experiencing 
memory problems or you are bereaved, we are here, to 
listen to you, to laugh or cry with you,  to support you and 
offer you friendship. 

   
DON’T BE SHY,  GIVE US A TRY !  

Looking forward to meeting you in SEPTEMBER  !  

 

Subscriptions for Magazine 

We have not collected any subscriptions since August 2019 due to the pandemic and 
restrictions being in place and also in order to keep our distributors safe. 

Now things are easing off we have made the decision to resume collecting for 2021/2022. 

We have been using funds which we were fortunately holding but now find because we 
have not collected for 9 months it is necessary for us to increase the cost which will now 
be £6 for everybody. The last time we had to increase the cost was in 2014. 

Your distributor will be calling on you over the next couple of months. 

Thank you for your understanding and support in these trying times. 

Barbara Keaveney 

Distribution 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 

 
IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CRIME, YOU CAN CONTACT THE INDEPENDENT 

CRIME-FIGHTING CHARITY CRIMESTOPPERS ANONYMOUSLY ON 0800 555 111 OR THROUGH 

THEIR ANONYMOUS ONLINE FORM AT WWW.CRIMESTOPPERS-UK.ORG.   

NO PERSONAL DETAILS ARE TAKEN, INFORMATION CANNOT BE TRACED OR RECORDED AND 

YOU WILL NOT GO TO COURT 

rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

 
Contact your local policing team on 101, or  

FOR A CRIME IN PROGRESS OR IN AN EMERGENCY USE 999 

 

Traditionally theft from motor vehicles has related to items left within a vehicle when 
leaving it unoccupied, but more recently offenders have also stolen parts too. Items such 
as sat-navs, phones, money, laptops, clothing and tools can be extremely attractive to an 
offender and are regularly left on show in vehicles. Having certain items stolen could have 
a huge impact on your work or business, especially if they are required to do your job. 
Some laptops may also have sensitive or personal data on them. 
 

For more information and advice to assist you in reducing the opportunity for items of 
value from being stolen from your vehicle please check our webpage 
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/.../theft-motor-vehicles 
 

The following information is from KMC about a variety of things going on in the community. 
If you would like any of the leaflets, please let me know. 
  
Bev Fox -  Force Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
West Yorkshire Police, Holmfirth Police Station, Huddersfield Road, Holmfirth. HD9 3JL 
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Welcome Information 

 

Carole Hepworth would like to 
remind everyone in Shelley that 
Welcome Cards are available for 
new residents to Shelley. Please 
inform her if you know of anyone 
new who has moved into the area. 
 

Her telephone number is 608963  
Or email  
steve.carole1@btinternet.com 
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CHURCH PAGES 
 
SHELLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Gift Day on 31st July.  It was wonderful to 
see friends using our buildings again. 

Services for September: 

5.9.21   TBA 
12.9.21  Mr R Booth 
19.9.21  Rev T Francis – Holy Communion 
26.9.21  Mr P Bussey 
At last we are allowed to sing our hymns again but must continue to wear masks 
 
 
SHELLEY PARISH CHURCH 
 
Services and Events during September 
(All at Emmanuel (Parish) Church unless otherwise stated) 

Sundays        10:00am     Holy Communion Service 
 
Sunday 26th September     There is no service at Emmanuel on this day.  We are 

invited to join the Far Bank Methodist church in celebrating their Harvest 
Festival at 10:30am 

 
Other Events 
Saturday 18th September      Heritage Open Day      Along with other notable 

buildings, Emmanuel Church will be open to visitors from 10:30am.    See 
separate notice 

 
 
COVID 19  

In the light of government announcements and advice from the 
Diocese, Emmanuel Church is proceeding in a cautious way to get 
back to “normal”. 

 
Precautions;  We ask that people continue to exercise caution by wearing masks if 

they wish and being aware that social distancing reduces the chances 
of any infection.  Singing is now allowed. 

 
Church Contacts 
   Revd Amanda Grant   07745 130033 

Baptisms and Weddings:  Mrs Carol Robertshaw   860657 
   Funerals    Mr S Hughes    605755 
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EMMANUEL CHURCH  

 

Heritage Open Day Saturday 18th September 2021 

 

From 10.00 am to 3.30 pm  Free Admission & Crafts for 

children & refreshments throughout the day 

 

Shelley Hedgehog Rescue - Come and meet the little 

Hedgehogs and hear how we can all help to save this 

endangered species        

From 10.30am -  11.30am  

    

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the Bell Tower and try bell ringing  

11.00am - 1.00pm 

 

RSPB - Join us for a talk give by Laurence Rose of the 

Old Moor RSPB Reserve 

From 1.30pm - 2.20pm  
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HEALTH 
 
What to do if someone is having a heart attack or has collapsed. 
Keep yourself safe, check to see if the person can respond to you, then call the 
emergency services on 999. 
Keep calm, answer the call handlers’ questions and they will guide you through what to do; 
they will also need to know where you are. 
If the person needs urgent help, an ambulance or first responder will be dispatched 
immediately.  
If it is appropriate and there is someone who can collect it, you may also be told about the 
location of a local defibrillator. 
Our local Community Public Access Defibrillators (CPADs) are located as follows –  
 

On the Shelley Village Hall   98 Huddersfield Road, accessible from the car 
park 

On the Rising Sun Public House at  162  Penistone Road. 
 

On Lydgate Styles Hairdressers at  267 Huddersfield Road 
 
 
KIRKBURTON HEALTH CENTRE 

 

Our Newsletter can be viewed on our website www.kirkburtonhealthcentre.nhs.uk , 

or by email upon request. 

 

 
 
SHEPLEY HEALTH CENTRE NEWS 
 
 
ANNUAL FLU VACCINATIONS 
We will be taking appointment bookings for flu vaccinations from mid August for clinics 
commencing earlier than usual in September. We will be hosting a clinic for patients 64 
and under on Saturday 18th September and a clinic for patients 65 and over on Saturday 
25th September. Other appointments will be offered in due course. 
This year we have ordered many more vaccinations to cover the advice from NHS 
England that all adults over 50 years of age are eligible for a vaccine, in addition to all 
those eligible for medical reasons. Please try and support us by booking your vaccination 
at Shepley Health Centre. 
We have not received full guidance on Covid vaccination boosters at this time. 
 
 
TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
Along with other neighbouring practices we are looking to upgrade the telephone system 
to a call waiting system whereby when you ring you will be placed in a queue to be 
answered rather than just perpetually hearing the engaged tone and having to redial. This 
will be a fairer system for all patients who struggle with access. 
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LETTERS 
Hello to all in Shelley 

Covid-19 is not yet beaten, and in all probability will never be eradicated.  Kirklees has 

released a statement (in mid August) that: 

We’re bringing a number of one-day mobile test and collect points to areas across 

Kirklees! Help us stay one step ahead of covid by getting tested regularly. Find your 

nearest test collection point   

https://orlo.uk/ucDQr, Twitter - https://bit.ly/3fVKgvY, Facebook - https://bit.ly/3s8kPvX 

Anyone who has concerns about their personal status may wish to take advantage of this. 

 

More broadly, the indications are that the vaccination programme is paying very large 

dividends.  There are good reasons to think that those who have been vaccinated are less 

likely to contract Covid and, if they do, are far less likely to suffer severe symptoms.  In 

Shelley, I think that we should rely on something which the village has in abundance: good 

old Yorkshire common sense.  Don’t be ruled by fear, but do be sensible.  I strongly 

recommend that, unless there are medical reasons to the contrary, anyone who is eligible 

for vaccination but has not yet had “the jab” should seriously consider their position. 

 

Meanwhile, there are encouraging signs that Kirklees is now starting to return to a more 

reasonable level of service for what should be routine matters.  For example, I said last 

month that I had requested action in the Whins.  I took a look a couple of days ago, and 

was pleased to see that the worst of the weeds encroaching on the paths have now been 

cut back.  I have asked the Ranger to monitor the Whins, and to ensure that the paths are 

kept clear.  The giant plant which several people had rightly reported to me as possibly 

being Giant Hogweed has now been cut down.  I had a Kirklees expert look at this, and he 

reported that it was, in fact, the much less harmful Cow Parsley which had benefited from 

an exceptionally good growing season.   A false alarm but one which needed raising. 

 

I also see that the infamous self-seeded saplings down Red Hill, which I had Kirklees cut 

back at the start of the year, are growing back vigorously.  I want to prevent these from 

becoming a road safety hazard, and have asked the ward Ranger to keep a close eye on 

the situation.  I am trying to promote a “stitch in time” approach around the village, rather 

than the historic Kirklees idea of  waiting until things are almost out of hand before acting. 

 

Returning to the Whins, I was struck by two things.  Firstly, this is an area that could be a 

real assert to the community, and secondly that it has, with one or two honourable 

exceptions, been very largely neglected for far too long.  In the real world, and I know 

because I have been lobbying for years for work to be done here, Kirklees lack the 

resources to properly tackle this job.  I had started to make some progress here, until 

Covid came along and deposited a sackful of spanners into the works. 

 

It seems to me that what is desperately needed is for a village group, either an existing 

one or a new start up, to work closely with Kirklees to tame the Whins and to keep it 

maintained – Friends of Shelley Whins anyone?  I am confident that help from Kirklees 

would be forthcoming, including the necessary insurances, but what is really needed is 

volunteer labour for what would, at first, be hard physical work, and interested villagers to 



 

Remember:  Hands.  Face.  Space.     Remain COVID aware                 September 2021 

https://shelleyvillage.org   15  please support our advertisers 
  

help form a Steering Group to come up with an overall plan for the restoration and 

maintenance of the area.  The current piecemeal approach is not as effective as it could 

be.  If anyone is interested, please let me know on my “official” email address 

(bill.armer@kirklees.gov.uk). . I am happy to facilitate this. 

 

Please, as ever, feel free to bring issues to my attention.  Matters requiring Kirklees action 

are best sent to me on bill.armer@kirklees.gov.uk.  Otherwise, please use the contact 

details below. 

 

With my best wishes to you all, 

Bill  (Bill Armer, Ward and Parish Cllr, tel 01484  314314 email bill@gmx.ca) 

 
 

From Mark Eastwood MP 
 
This last week has seen our local students getting their A-Level and GCSE results and I 
am so pleased for them. I would like to add my congratulations to everyone who has been 
celebrating their results. After an extraordinarily challenging period for students, teachers 
and parents alike, they should all be proud of what they have achieved, given the 
circumstances and I wish them all great success in whatever they choose to do next. 
 

As someone who has a manufacturing backgound, I have been keen, since being elected, 
to try and encourage people to look at apprenticeships and developing the skills to keep 
our manufacturing base in the constiyuency growing and recently held a round table 
discussion with a number of businesses and Kirklees College to look at what the skill 
shortages are locally and also how working together businesses and the College can 
develop the right sort of courses and link with the Government’s apprenticeship and skills 
strategy. 
 

I am working with the College Principal to organise a skills and apprenticeship fair towards 
the end of September, something I promised to do before the election buthad been 
understandably delayed due to the pandemic. 
 

I enjoyed attending the recent open Gardens Festival in the village and am also now 
looking forward to coming again to the Gala on Sunday 22nd August. Now that the 
parliamentary year has ended and parliament is in recess I am able to get out more across 
the constituency, visiting businesses and community groups and also meeting with 
individuals who would like to talk to their MP. 
 

I have restarted my street surgeries and in 
August am holding one in Skelmanthope . This 
pop up surgery is not one where you need to 
book an appointment and people will be able 
to come and have a chat.  As promised I am 
doing my next one even more locally, this will 
be on Saturday 4th September 2021 between 
10am to 12 noon outside Dobbies Garden 
Centre in Shelley.  I do hope you will be able 
to come along and chat, if there are matters 
you’d like to discuss with me. I will be 
accompanied by John, your local Councillor 



 

September 2021                 Remember:  Hands.  Face.  Space. Remain COVID ware    

https://shelleyvillage.org  16  please support our advertisers 
 

who’ll pick up Council related matters. 
 

I am of course available to make an appointment with via my office on the below number if 
the issue you wish to discuss is one which is more sensitive and would need a one to one 
private meeting. 
 

A week or so ago I had a good meeting at Denby 
Dale Station with the Huddersfield, Penistone and 
Sheffield Rail Users Association to discuss my 
levelling up bid of £47m which aims to improve the 
service on the Penistone Line.  This will hopefuly 
get the go-ahead in the Autumn and will include 
provisions to improve our stations, including tackling 
the accessibility issue at Shepley and move the 
hourly service to a half hourly service, making 
commuting by train a more realistic option for 
people working in Leeds, Sheffield or Manchester, 
this would also have the benefit of assiting with 
traffic congestion and air quality issues and also 
support our climate change ambitions.  

 

 
BEETLES FROM SHELLEY  
 
This report is from Mike Denton of the Yorkshire Naturalist's Union - he surveys areas like 
Angler's Country Park in Wakefield and Fairburn Ings at Castleton as he worked for UK 
Coal and advised when their sites were to be turned into nature reserves, so we were 
really lucky that he was happy to come out and survey The Bridle and The Whins for us. 
We were also lucky that the weather was fine in a month of rain!!! 
 
Anne Priestman 
 
The following beetle species were seen or collected on 14th May 2021.  
Shelley Whins 
 Philorinum sordidum (Stephens, 1834) The fifth Kirklees locality for the species.  
Micrambe ulicis (Stephens, 1830)  
Coccinella septempunctata Linnaeus, 1758  
The Seven-spot Ladybird. Cortinicara gibbosa (Herbst, 1793)  
Anaspis frontalis (Linnaeus, 1758)  
Anaspis maculata (Geoffroy in Fourcroy, 1785)  
Agelastica alni (Linnaeus, 1758) The seventh Kirklees locality for the species.  
Exapion ulicis (Forster, 1771)  
The Bridle  
Sepedophilus nigripennis (Stephens, 1832)  
Atheta fungi (Gravenhorst, 1806)  
Atheta laticollis (Stephens, 1832)  
Meligethes aeneus (Fabricius, 1775)  
Meligethes atratus (Olivier, 1790) The ninth Kirklees locality for the species.  
Epuraea aestiva (Linnaeus, 1758)  
Epuraea melanocephala (Marsham, 1802)  
Coccinella septempunctata Linnaeus, 1758  
Enicmus transversus (Olivier, 1790)  
Psylliodes chrysocephala (Linnaeus, 1758)  
Tatianaerhynchites aequatus (Linnaeus, 1767) The first Kirklees record for the species.  
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Species accounts  
 
Philorinum sordidum (Stephens, 1834) is a 2.0-3.0mm long rove beetle which is found in 
flowers, particularly gorse Ulex spp. It is widespread but locally distributed throughout the 
British Isles, including Yorkshire.  
Sepedophilus nigripennis (Stephens, 1832). This small (2.5-3.0mm) fusiform yellow rove 
beetle is found in grass tussocks, leaf litter, moss, and the dung of horse and cow, etc. It is 
very common in England and Wales but apparently rare in Scotland. Although widespread 
in Yorkshire, it is absent from the higher ground in the west of the county.  
Atheta fungi (Gravenhorst, 1806). This 2.4-2.8mm long rove beetle can be found in most 
habitat types, where it occurs in all forms of decomposing vegetable matter, dung, carrion, 
etc. In Yorkshire, where it is one of the commonest Aleocharinae, it has been recorded 
from fungi (including Polyporus squamosus), dung, stable refuse, all types of decomposing 
vegetable matter (including the litter of Common Reed Phragmites australis, sweet-grass 
Glyceria spp., sedge Carex spp. and Great Reedmace Typha latifolia), and carrion. It is 
very common and widely distributed throughout the British Isles.  
Atheta laticollis (Stephens, 1832) is a 2.0-2.5mm long rove beetle which occurs in all 
types of decomposing plant material. Yorkshire specimens have been located in ground 
litter in Common Reed Phragmites australis and Great Reedmace Typha latifolia beds, 
grass piles, stable refuse, tide line debris, pitfall traps and the fungus Pleurotus ostreatus. 
It is widely distributed throughout the British Isles, including Yorkshire.  
Micrambe ulicis (Stephens, 1830). This 1.7-2.0mm long beetle is usually found in 
association with gorse Ulex spp. and Broom Cytisus scoparius, where the adults are often 
found in large numbers in the flowers. It is common and widely distributed throughout the 
British Isles, including Yorkshire.  
Meligethes aeneus (Fabricius, 1775). This 1.9-2.7mm long greenish pollen beetle is the 
commonest member of the genus. It feeds on a very wide variety of flowers from spring to 
late autumn and is particularly fond of yellow species. There is some dispute as to whether 
it is a pest or major pollinator of Oilseed Rape Brassica napus. It is very common 
throughout the British Isles, including Yorkshire.  
Meligethes atratus (Olivier, 1790). At 2.4-3.8mm long this is one of Britain’s largest pollen 
beetles. It occurs in woodland margins, hedgerows, rough grassy areas, etc and the larvae 
develop in Dog-rose Rosa canina, and other Rosa species. It is widely distributed in 
England and Wales but very localised in Scotland. Although widespread and fairly 
common in Yorkshire there are no records from the north and west.  
Epuraea aestiva (Linnaeus, 1758). The adults of this 2.0-3.0mm long reddish beetle occur 
on blossoms on trees and shrubs, at sap runs and in fungi. The larval ecology is 
apparently unknown, although it has been found in bumble bee (Aculeate Hymenoptera) 
nests. It is common and widely distributed throughout most of the British Isles, including 
Yorkshire.  
Epuraea melanocephala (Marsham, 1802) is a 2.5mm long variable coloured pollen 
beetle, it is reddish-brown to black or bicoloured red and black and is usually found on 
flowers in spring. The species is widespread and common throughout the British Isles, 
including Yorkshire.  
Coccinella septempunctata Linnaeus, 1758. At 6.0-8.0mm in length this red ladybird with 
seven black spots is well known to the majority of people. Unlike most of its congeners, the 
elytral patterning varies little. It feeds on aphids (Homoptera) and is ubiquitous throughout 
the British Isles, including Yorkshire, where it is found in most habitat types. There are 
occasional vast immigrations from the Continent.  
Enicmus transversus (Olivier, 1790) is a 1.7-2.0mm long mould beetle which occurs in 
vegetable refuse and other rotting organic material. It is common and widespread in 
England (including Yorkshire) and Wales but very localised in Scotland.  
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Cortinicara gibbosa (Herbst, 1793). This 1.0-1.7mm long brown plaster beetle is found in 
leaf and grass litter, moss, fungi, etc, but it can also be found on flowers, particularly 
hawthorn Crataegus spp. It is very common in most habitats throughout England and 
Wales but appears to be much rarer in Scotland.  
Anaspis frontalis (Linnaeus, 1758). At 2.9-4.4mm in length this is the largest member of 
the genus. The all black adults occur on flowers, especially hawthorn Crataegus spp., but 
the larvae develop in dead wood, probably twigs. It is very common and widely distributed 
throughout the British Isles, including Yorkshire.  
Anaspis maculata (Geoffroy in Fourcroy, 1785). This small (2.4-3.1mm) tumbling flower 
beetle is yellowish in colour with a variable number of blackish markings. The larvae are 
lignicolous; adults occur in large numbers on blossom in early summer, generally on 
hawthorn Crataegus spp. but also on Elder Sambucus nigra and Hogweed Heracleum 
sphondylium. It is widely distributed in England (including Yorkshire) and Wales but very 
localised in southern Scotland.  
Agelastica alni (Linnaeus, 1758). This 5.9-7.2mm long dark blue leaf beetle is 
oligophagous on various broad-leaved trees but is usually found on Alder Alnus glutinosa 
and Grey Alder Alnus incana. The species was formerly regarded as an immigrant to the 
British Isles, but since 2004, when it was found breeding in Cheshire, it has spread and is 
now found throughout most of northern England and a few southern counties. The first 
Yorkshire record was in May 2010. The national status was originally Provisional Red Data 
Book (pRDB) but it has recently been downgraded to Nationally Rare and, if the spread 
continues this will require further assessment. 
Psylliodes chrysocephala (Linnaeus, 1758). The Cabbage Stem Flea Beetle is a 2.8-
3.6mm long flea beetle which is typically entirely metallic bluish or greenish but can 
occasionally be partly or entirely yellow. It feeds on Brassicaceae and can occasionally be 
a pest of cultivated species. The larvae mine the stems and roots of their hosts. It is widely 
distributed and fairly common in England (including Yorkshire) and Wales but much more 
localised in Scotland.  
Exapion ulicis (Forster, 1771). This 1.9-2.5mm long seed weevil occurs on Gorse Ulex 
europaeus and probably other Ulex species where the larvae are found in the pods. It is 
very common in England (including Yorkshire) and Wales but very localised in Scotland. 
Tatianaerhynchites aequatus (Linnaeus, 1767) is a metallic bronze and bright red 
primitive weevil which is found on rosaceous shrubs - hawthorn Crataegus spp., 
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa, apple Malus spp. and Rowan Sorbus aucuparia. The larvae 
develop in the fruits and have been reported as minor pest in orchards. It is common in 
southern England, but very rare in the north, and does not extend to Scotland. In Yorkshire 
it has been recorded from 44 widely distributed localities.  
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In 2009, Dr George Redmonds, a well known local historian, published a book entitled 
‘Place Names of Kirkburton, Shepley and Shelley’.  The place names of our local villages 
are a real link with the past, and with the kind permission of Dr Redmond’s widow, Anne-
marie, we will be reproducing extracts from his book in future editions of the magazine.  
Sadly the book is now out of print, so unless you are fortunate enough to possess a copy, 
our magazine must be your source of information.   
 
More place name history next month. 


